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Madam Chair, Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 2466. KASB appears as a proponent of the bill as 

amended by the House committee and passed by the House. We believe the bill will help Kansas school 

districts in offering more computer science education courses. 

KASB’s position on any bill is determined by the positions adopted by our member school boards. In 

December, our members specifically adopted the following statement: 

KASB supports the Kansas State Board of Education’s Kansans Can vision and outcomes, with the goal of 

leading the world in the success of each student.  

Those outcomes include academic preparation for postsecondary education and employment and 

increasing postsecondary success. 

We also support the “Rose Capacities” adopted by the Kansas Supreme Court and the Kansas 

Legislature, which are consistent with the Kansans Can outcomes and which includes the goals of:  

Training or preparation for advanced training in either academic or vocational fields so as to enable each 

child to choose and pursue life work intelligently; and 

Academic or vocational skills to compete favorably with public school students' counterparts in 

surrounding states, in academics or in the job market. 

The stated purpose of this bill is to increase the number of students with computer science skills by 

increasing access to those programs through more qualified teachers and more courses offered. It 

seems clear that computer science skills are and will be critical to help students “choose and pursue life 

work intelligently” and to “prepare for advanced training” in those fields. 



Data in the “State of Computer Science Education” report by Code.org indicate that Kansas may be 

lagging behind other states in access to computer science education, which could make it more difficult 

for Kansas students to “compete favorably with their counterparts in surrounding states in academics or 

the job market.” The report also indicates that all states have differences among student groups by race, 

gender, wealth and location that impact equal opportunity for success. 

Section 3 of the bill sets a goal of having all high schools offer high quality computer science courses or 

provide a plan to achieve that goal. 

Sections 4 and 5 of the bill provide funding to support expanded teacher training programs to increase 

the supply of qualified teachers for computer science courses. This would support faster expansion of 

these programs and is consistent with the Legislature’s constitutional duty to “provide suitable finance 

for the educational interests of the state.” 

In awarding funds, the bill directs the State Board of Education to prioritize: (1) School districts that work 

in partnership with providers of high quality professional learning; (2) proposals that describe strategies 

to enroll female students, students from marginalized racial and ethnic groups underrepresented in 

computer science, students eligible for free and reduced-price meals, students with disabilities and 

English language learners; and (3) proposals from rural or urban areas that experience difficulties 

providing computer science offerings. These priorities would help target resources to high need areas. 

HB 2466 establishes important goals for helping Kansas students acquire skills for careers and compete 

with other states and provides additional state support to achieve these goals. We urge your support. 

 


