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Mr. Chairman, Member of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 2354. We appear in opposition based on action of the 

KASB Delegate Assembly. While our membership has not taken a position on the specific issue 

addressed in this bill regarding withhold organization dues, we would interpret this to be part of the 

professional negotiations act regarding collective bargaining between schools and teachers. 

Our Delegate Assembly has adopted the following statement: “KASB supports the current professional 

negotiations act as amended by the 2015 Legislature.”  

Those changes were made after a former chair of this committee, Rep. Marvin Kleeb, asked our organization, the 

Kansas National Education Association and the United School Administrators to work together to address concerns 

about teacher negotiations. Over an interim between Legislative sessions, the three organizations agreed to 

several changes in state law. Each organization “compromised” on some of its long-standing positions, and KASB 

believed it achieved some important reforms. Among those changes were a reduction in the scope of annual topics 

that must be negotiated, changes in some deadlines to make the law more workable, and mandatory training for 

those participating in the bargaining process. 

These changes were approved overwhelmingly by the 2015 Legislature. While everyone realized we cannot bind 

future legislatures or future leaders or members our individual organizations, our members adopted the position 

noted above to support the law as amended in 2015. There have been no proposals by our members since that 

time to indicate circumstances have changed. 

As a result, we stand in opposition to this bill. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 


