
 

 

 Options for KASB Legislative Committee on Controversial Issues 

At its Aug. 28 meeting, the KASB Legislative Committee requested input from KASB members on several 
topics prior to the committee meeting on Nov. 7 when it will finalize recommended positions to be 
submitted to the KASB Delegate Assembly, which will meet virtually Dec. 16. 

Curricular Issues 

The Legislative Committee requests member feedback on whether the association’s general position on 
local control over curricular issues should apply to whether schools teach Critical Race Theory and 
requiring certain tests or classes as high school graduation requirements. 

Background 

KASB’s permanent policy on Curriculum Authority states, “A district’s curriculum should be established 
by the local board of education, not by state statute, as long as the district meets state accreditation 
requirements. KASB opposes efforts to directly or indirectly limit the board’s ability to determine 
curriculum, library and other instructional materials.” This has been a long-standing position of KASB. 

Last year, the Delegate Assembly adopted this statement in the 2021 State Issues Resolution on Local 
Decision-Making: “To meet the different needs of students, families and communities, school districts 
should have flexibility in using resources, setting curriculum and operating programs unless they do not 
meet standards and there is clear evidence state mandates will provide better results.” 

Last year’s resolution adopted by the Delegate Assembly also included the following statement on civic 
engagement: “Efforts to improve civic education should be comprehensive and community based under 
supervision of the State Board of Education, rather than Legislative mandates.” 

Based on those positions, during the 2021 legislative session KASB opposed bills that would have 
required students to pass a civics test and complete a financial literacy class to receive their high school 
diplomas. The association argued that these proposed mandates, which were vetoed by Governor Laura 
Kelly, duplicated existing classes and graduation requirements, and interfered with local control. 

The vetoes were sustained by the state legislature, but the KASB Advocacy staff expects similar 
legislation will be introduced in 2022. 

After the end of the 2021 session, the issue of whether Kansas K-12 public schools teach “Critical Race 
Theory” (CRT) consumed school board meetings and the news cycle for much of the summer and fall of 
2021. The Kansas State Board of Education in July approved a letter stating that CRT is not and has never 
been a part of the state standards. Also in July, KASB released guidance for boards on how to respond 
not only to questions about CRT but also to other curricular concerns. 

It is expected that legislation will be introduced that may attempt to limit what can be taught in public 
schools in the area of race and history. 

Questions for members:  

1. Based on KASB’s current position position on local control over  curriculum, should KASB oppose 
new state requirements or restrictions in areas such as civics tests, financial literacy 
requirements, and/or Critical Race Theory/Educational Equity? 



2. Should KASB adopt a statement that specifically mention civics tests, financial literacy
requirements, and/or Critical Race Theory/Educational Equity?

3. If so, what position should KASB take on these issues?

Transgender students’ participation on girls’ teams 

Another bill passed by the Legislature but vetoed by the Governor would have prohibited transgender 
female students from participating on girls or women’s sports teams, and directed the Kansas State High 
School Activities Association to implement this position. KSHSAA currently has regulations which allow 
such participation in specific situations.  KASB was neutral on this issue but raised concerns in testimony. 
We expect this issue to be considered in the 2022 session. 

The Legislative Committee asks for member feedback on the following possible statements regarding 
transgender students on girls’ teams: 

KASB opposes a state law prohibiting the participation of transgender students on female sports teams 
for the following reasons: 

• KASB believes decisions on participation of transgender students should continue to be made by
the Kansas State High School Activities Association and its member schools;

• It appears the U.S. Supreme Court is likely to rule a law banning transgender student
participation on sports teams would violate Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972,
which would create legal liability for school districts if they attempted to enforce such a ban. No
changes should be made until the Supreme Court has ruled on this issue;

• A ban on transgender athletes could not be enforced without intrusive violations of student
privacy; and

• Transgender students tend to have much more difficulty in school and such a law would make it
more difficult for schools to help these students be successful.

Question(s) for members: 

1. Do you believe your district would support this proposal at the Delegate Assembly meeting on
Dec. 16?

2. If not, do you recommend another position?

Kansas Emergency Management Act/School Health Regulations 

The Legislative Committee asks for member feedback on the following possible statements on 
emergency management and school health regulations:  

1. KASB believes local school boards should have authority to make decisions concerning health
emergencies such as the COVID-19 pandemic. Because school boards are elected to determine
educational policies in the best interests of the community, we oppose special hearing or
judicial appeal requirements in these areas that are different from other board actions.

OR 



2. KASB believes policies concerning students and employees during public health emergencies
such as pandemics should be determined by state and local officials based on advice from health
experts.

Question for members: Do you agree with statement #1 above, or statement #2? 

Provide your feedback on our draft Legislative priorities here. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KASBFeedback

