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KASB 2023 State Resolutions as approved by the Delegate Assembly on Nov. 12, 2022 

Section 1 – Introduction 

KASB supports the Kansas State Board of Education’s Kansans Can vision and outcomes, with the goal of 

leading the world in the success of each student. 

Section 2 – Constitutional Responsibilities 

We support that goal under the Kansas constitution’s charge for intellectual, educational, vocational, 

and scientific improvement and its balance of responsibilities in Article 6 to entities, each accountable 

directly to the voters. In addition, Article 6, Section 5 states, "Local public schools under the general 

supervision of the state board of education shall be maintained, developed and operated under locally 

elected boards." 

• We support general supervision of public schools under the State Board of Education, including 

setting standards for accreditation, learning standards, graduation, and licensure. 

• We support management of public schools under locally elected boards of education, including 

setting curriculum, staffing, financial management and policies, so that such schools can 

progress and meet State Board standards. 

• We support suitable finance provided by the Kansas Legislature, including continued 

implementation of the constitutionally suitable school funding and inflationary adjustments 

approved by the Legislature, the Governor, and the Kansas Supreme Court. Increased funding 

that compensates for rising costs will help districts pay suitable wages to recruit and retain 

highly qualified staff to continue to promote student success.  

• We support the state legislature meeting its statutory obligation to reimburse special education 

service costs at the mandatory rate of 92 percent of excess costs to ensure student success. If 

special education is not fully funded by the legislature, school districts must shift funds away 

from the general student population to pay for mandated special education services.  

• We support the development of relationships among local teachers, students and families 

without additional, restrictive legislative oversight resulting in the diversion of time and money 

from the classroom to bureaucratic tasks. We support the legislature amending Sen. Sub to HB 

2567 of the 2022 session to allow teachers, counselors, and other district employees to 

administer questionnaires, surveys, and screening tools to ensure student mental health and 

school safety and to support professional classroom management practices without undue 

legislative oversight. 
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• We support the amendment or elimination of the open enrollment provisions prescribed in Sen. 

Sub. to HB 2567 of the 2022 session because the required timelines and procedures are not 

practical to determine short and long-term district and building capacity. Mandatory open 

enrollment will increase the property tax burden in the receiving district with no impact on the 

transferring family. Districts should have the authority to prioritize out-of-district enrollment of 

employees’ children to aid in the recruitment and retention of a high-quality staff. 

• We support the elimination of the mandatory transfer from the Supplemental General Fund 

(LOB) to the At-Risk Fund. Current law interferes with districts’ ability to use the funds to best 

address local needs. Restoring LOB flexibility would better serve all students, reduce the 

numbers of students who need extra help, and contribute to improved employee recruitment 

and retention.  

• We support the KSHSAA’s responsibility for the oversight of student interscholastic activities, 

which enhance students’ academic achievement and postsecondary success.  

Section 3 – Public funding for public education 

To ensure all students have the opportunity to succeed, all schools supported by public funds must serve 

all children on the same basis as public schools. We oppose programs including but not limited to 

vouchers, education savings accounts and tuition tax credits because such programs divert public 

funding from public education to schools which are not required to serve all students, including those 

who are disadvantaged, disabled, or those with the greatest needs.  

Section 4 – Goals for Improving Education 

We support improving teacher recruitment and retention through local control of classroom content, 

respect for the teaching profession, and increased funding for salaries, including the inflationary 

adjustments approved by the legislature and state Supreme Court. 

We support the following Kansans Can Outcomes and these policies to promote them: 

Postsecondary Success 

•  Efforts to expand access to postsecondary education, both in high school and after graduation. 

High School Graduation  

• Efforts of the State Board to consider revising high school graduation requirements to better 

reflect student preparation for postsecondary education and the workforce, including more 

“real world” experience. 

Academically Prepared for Postsecondary  

• Access to affordable broadband service for all Kansas students, families, and schools. 

• At-risk funding necessary to meet diverse needs of students. 

 

Social Emotional Growth  

• Increased support for the mental health needs of students and staff. 
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• Improved collaboration across agencies and with the Legislature to support educational 

outcomes for students in foster care or experiencing homelessness. 

• Efforts to address other identified student health and safety issues. 

• Efforts to address the issue of youth vaping and other drug use. 

• Legislative recommendations of the School Bus Stop Arm Violation Committee. 

 

Kindergarten Readiness  

• Expand early childhood education programs to improve student outcomes and support families. 

Individual Plan of Study  

• Adequate support to allow more personalized educational experiences for each student. 

Civic Engagement  

• Efforts by the State Board to include civic engagement in the accreditation system. 

Section 5 – Foundational Support for Improving Education 

We support the following foundational requirements for schools to achieve these outcomes: 

• Adjusting statutes to include more flexibility to respond to disasters and public health 

emergencies such as required hours and/or days of instruction. 

• Exploring ways to address staff shortages, including: 

o Improving teacher recruitment and retention through local control of classroom 

content, respect for the teaching profession, and increased funding for salaries; 

o Supporting the State Board of Education’s professional licensing standards for teachers 

and substitute teachers;  

• Ensuring equitable and adequate funding for school district capital costs by revising the capital 

improvement aid formula and allow districts to provide appropriate facilities. The legislature 

should eliminate the statute prohibiting the State Board of Education from approving a bond 

issue if the cap on bond and interest state aid has been reached.  

• Study state transportation aid to include students living less than 2.5 miles from their assigned 

school, including but not limited to funding to transport students who live in hazard areas. The 

legislature should also examine the effect of HB 2567 of 2022 which will result in school districts 

paying the transportation costs of non-resident special education students transferring into 

their districts. 

• Because local school boards are elected to determine educational policies in the best interests 

of the community, they should have the authority to make decisions concerning health 

emergencies and should not be required to have special hearings or judicial appeal requirements 

in these areas that are different from other board actions. 

• Because school boards are legally required to publish their budget documents, property tax 

rates and budget hearing notices in local media, the legislature should exempt school districts 

from the “revenue neutral rate” hearing law which has caused needless confusion and 

discontent and will cause districts to incur future costs to mail notices to taxpayers.  

 


