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For the Love of Literacy

Literacy, the ability to read and write, begins from an early age. Early 
literacy plays a key role in enabling the kind of early learning experiences 
that research shows are linked with academic achievement, reduced grade 
retention, higher graduation rates and enhanced productivity in adult life. 

This Family Connection experiences address a few of the key predictive 
skills and abilities that support success with later reading outcomes; 
alphabet knowledge, phonemic awareness, and concepts of print.  
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Letters All Around

As you drive in the car, or walk through your neighborhood, 
encourage your child to search for letters. 

Remind your child that letters are everywhere (signs, 
billboards, cars & trucks, street signs, license plates, etc.)!

Invite your child to play “I Spy-Letter Style!” You can model 
this by saying something like, “I spy with my little eye…the 
letter A on the yellow truck that is stopped at the stop sign!” 
Or, “I spy with my little eye…the uppercase letters /S/ /T/ /O/ 
/P/. Can you guess where I am seeing those letters?! (on the 
STOP sign, of course!)”

When you are confident your child can easily identify the 
letters and their names, challenge him to say the letter sound 
as well. For example, “I spy with my little eye…the letter d on 
the red sign. /D/ makes the ‘d’ sound.”  To further challenge 
your child, ask, “What words can you think of that start with 
the letter /d/?” 

•   None needed

Materials:

Details:

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Letters in the Round

Write letters (either uppercase or lowercase) around the edge of a   
paper plate and then cut in-between each letter (see the image below   
for more information).

Share the letter plate with your child, and whether you are at home, or   
on a walk, ask her to fold down the letter tab for any corresponding   
letters she sees in the environment. It may take several different    
occasions before your child identifies all 26 letters, and that is okay!

If you and your child are staying home, you can enjoy Letters in the   
Round in a slightly different way! Ask your child to find items in the   
house that start with each letter of the alphabet (this is much more   
difficult than simply identifying and naming letters, so you may need   
to provide help with this version). You can also say the name of a letter   
and ask your child to fold the tab of each letter as it is named. To    
make that version more challenging (and after you child folds down   
each  tab), ask her to make turn the plate over and write the matching   
upper, or lowercase letter onto each tab (i.e. you ask your child to find   
the uppercase /J/ on the plate, and after she folds down the letter /J/,   
she writes /j/ on the opposite side of the plate).  

•   Paper Plate

•   Marker

•   Scissors

Materials:

Details:

1.

2.

3.
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As you sit down to read a story with your child, ask her to 
show you with her finger which way the text runs (left to 
right).

Place your finger on the page and point to each word 
as you read it aloud. Continue doing this for the first few 
pages or so and then switch. Encourage her to place her 
finger on the page and you can read the words as she 
follows them left to right. And of course, she should also 
read the words aloud if she can!

You can also extend this activity to include other concepts 
of print – identifying punctuation, where words and 
sentences begin and end, etc.

•   Book

Materials:

Details:

Text Tracker

2.

1.

3.
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Book Buddies

Invite your child to cuddle up and read a story with you. As 
you grab the book to begin reading, hold it upside down 
or backward and allow him to correct this for you. You can 
also pretend to begin reading from the back to the front and 
other silly things to provide him with an opportunity to be an 
expert in book handling!

As you read, invite him to identify parts of the book (title, 
table of contents, page numbers) as well as various samples 
of print (letters, numbers, words, sentences, punctuation, 
etc.).

Once you have enjoyed a story together, encourage your 
child to practice reading to a pet or a stuffed animal.

•    Book

3.

2.

1.

Materials:

Details:
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Rhyme Time

Rhyming teaches children about the patterns and 
similarities of words, which is a strong indicator of future 
success with reading and this simple activity is great for 
any occasion! 

Explain to your child that you are going to name three 
words and that you want her to tell you which of the 
words DOES NOT rhyme with the other two.

Here are a few examples:

 •    Cat, dog, bat

 •    Frog, coat, dog

 •    Rug, bug, car

 •    Red, white, bite

Continue playing until interest wanes! Challenge 
your child by sharing her own list of rhyming (or non-
rhyming) words (for which you share the answer!). In 
addition, consider the use of nonsense rhyming words 
(i.e. gum, hum, jum).

•    None needed

3.

2.

1.

Materials:

Details:
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Shout It Out!

Invite your child to practice blending sounds into words (while 
singing a familiar tune)!

The song is sung to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It!” 

 If you think you know this word, shout it out!

 If you think you know this word, shout it out!

 If you think you know this word,

 Then tell me what you’ve heard,

 If you think you know this word, shout it out!

After singing the above lyrics, say a segmented word such as  
“monkey” (say ‘mon---key’, with a ‘pause’ between ‘mon’ and ‘key’) 
and then encourage your child to shout out the full version of the 
word sounds you have made.

Continue singing and making words for as long as your child is 
interested.

Once your child is comfortable, consider asking her to take turns 
providing sounds for you to blend into words!

•    None Needed

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Materials:

Details:


