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“When you look back on your career, there will always be regrets.  A missed shot, an untimely turnover, a 
mistake on a defensive assignment.  Those are mistakes that all players make, and those are mistakes you 
can accept.  What you should be most proud of  is how hard you played and the effort you gave.  Those 
are things that you can control, and when it’s all said and done that is how you will be remembered.”  
 
~Coach Lawson to Carter Oeding, Kingman High School 2018 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Goddard Men’s Basketball Student-Athlete Fist Contract 
  

Dear Player and Parents/Guardians: 
  
Please carefully read the conditions of this contract that players in our program must abide by in order to be a 
member of the Goddard High School men’s basketball program. All of our players will be held to the terms of this 
contract.  
  

1. If a player fails more than 2 classes in a semester, they will be ineligible to play basketball for the entire 
following semester. We want our players to fully understand that the main reason for attending high school 
is to earn credits towards graduation and to gain life skills for their future. 

2. Players will refrain from the use of alcohol, or drugs of any kind. Transgressions documented by law 
enforcement in this area leaves the student-athlete subject to all school policy & disciplinary actions. 

3. Players will be present and on time to every team function, if a player is to miss a practice or team event 
communication must take place before an event occurs.  

In the event of an unexcused absence from practice, the player will be suspended from playing in 
the following game. If three (3) unexcused practice absences are accumulated during the season, 
the player will be dismissed from the program. 

4.  We try to teach our players that being late and keeping others waiting is not acceptable in life. Players will 
be on time to all team functions. Failure to do so will result in extra conditioning for every minute a player 
is late. 

5. If a player receives a technical foul during a game, he will immediately be subbed out, and it will be at the 
coach’s discretion if the player will return to that game. 

6. Players will not haze or bully another student, in or out of school. Involvement in a hazing or bullying 
incident documented by school administration will result in automatic dismissal from the program. 

7. We ask that players will be a GREAT TEAMMATE and never speak negatively about a player or coach. 
Failure to do so will result in disciplinary action to the discretion of the coaching staff. 

8. Players will be responsible on social media (Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, Snapchat, etc.), and all social 
media accounts will reflect the values of our basketball program. Transgressions in this area will result in 
an indefinite suspension and/or ultimate dismissal from the program. 

9. Players will need to be present for a full day of school in order to participate in practices or games.  Failure 
to do so will result in a player being ineligible to participate in that days team functions. 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 Player Signature____________________________________ Date:_____________________ 

 
Parent Signature:_______________________________ Date:___________________ 
 



POINTS FOR OUR PARENTS 
 

As parents and coaches, we have to understand that we are all in this for the same reason – we want each kid in this program to 
have a great experience playing high school basketball.  Please know that the coaching staff is always willing to communicate 
and we look forward to having a great relationship with all parents/players for this upcoming basketball season. To that end, we 
ask that the parents in our program do their best to follow and model the code below: 
  
1) Understand and endorse the mission of our program. 
  
2) Support the coaches by affirming behavior in your son and his teammates that demonstrate outstanding character – empathy, 
integrity, unselfishness, responsibility, etc. Do not affirm only his athletic performance or victory. 
  
3) Help the coaches build great team chemistry by speaking positively of your son’s teammates at home. Avoid critiquing other 
players or comparing players. 
  
4) Model mature adult behavior to your son in the way you speak to officials and other parents. 
  
5) Encourage your son and his teammates with positive statements, even when they make mistakes. At every practice and every 
game, they are growing physically, growing emotionally, learning moral and ethical lessons, and developing character. Mistakes 
are part of the process. 
  
6) Strongly support the program’s academic standards by emphasizing the importance of your son giving his maximum effort in 
the classroom. 
  
7) 24 hour rule- Please allow 24 hours to pass before approaching a coach to discuss the previous game. All of us are human. All 
of us are passionate about the success of this program and your son. Allowing 24 hours to pass before discussing the game, 
allows us to avoid conflict. 
  
8) Parent – Coach Communication: Please adhere to this 3 step process: 
●     If concerns arise that you feel must be addressed, please have your son present the problem to his coach first. We feel it is 
important for our players to learn self-advocacy, and we work hard to have relationships that allow for open communication. 
●     If the player and coach meet and the concern is still not resolved, then contact the head coach. A three-way 
player/parent/coach meeting can be scheduled at that time. 
●     Please refrain from contacting an administrator until both the player/coach and player/parent/coach meetings have occurred. 
If the concern has still not been resolved by that point, then an administrator can step in to help problem-solve. 
  

  
 
 
 
 



OTHER NOTES FOR PARENTS… 
  

  
Practice 
Our practice sessions are open to parents, please feel free to stop by for any practices.  The only expectation is that you are 
strictly an observer and will not interfere or distract from practice. 
  
Lettering 
In our program, we constantly stress unselfishness and “team” over individual accomplishments. For that reason, we keep our 
lettering standards very simple and de-emphasize statistics. 
Any player that plays in 50% of Varsity games (11 out of 21 games) this season will receive a Varsity “letter.” 
  
School Trainer and Doctor’s Notes 
We always ask that a player consult our school training staff with an injury prior to seeing a doctor. When a player does see a 
doctor and is ordered to take time off, our school trainer is legally bound to restrict him from all practices and games until a 
Doctor’s note releases him. 
  
Non-School Team Regulations for Fall, Spring, & Summer Basketball Teams 
Here are KSHSAA’s rules regarding non-school related basketball teams: 
●     From the first Tuesday following Labor Day through the last Friday preceding Memorial Day, no more than THREE (3) 
players from the same school squad may practice or participate together on the same non-school team. “Squad Membership” is 
constituted by participation on that squad at any time during the most previous season. 
●     In the summer months, there is a 6 week “full contact” window after Memorial Day allowing for the High School Coach to 
work with his team, allowing unlimited numbers in practice & games. After the 6 week window concludes in late July through 
the last Friday preceding Labor Day, the coach may no longer work with more than 3 players, although more than 3 players can 
participate in games together. 
  
College Clearinghouse and Initial Eligibility 
Any player who potentially wants to play sports at an NCAA or NAIA college needs to obtain an application and 
Clearinghouse information from his school counselor. 


