
Algebra 1 Syllabus 
Teacher: Mrs. Banka 

E-Mail: cbanka@goddardusd.com 

School Phone: 316-749-4100 ext. 32309 

Room: C-09  

 
Required Materials: 

 Pencils 

 Grading Pens 

 I strongly encourage students to invest in a graphing calculator, which we will use in this class and 

future math classes.  I recommend theTI-84 Plus CE—or comparable model—which runs about 

$100-$120.  This graphing calculator is also approved for use on the ACT college entrance exam.  

Otherwise, an excellent scientific calculator, such as the TI-30XS Multiview, can be purchased 

for around $15 from Walmart or Dillon's. 

 Notebook paper  

 3-ring binder (can be used for other classes, if needed.  Merely an organizational tool for notes 

and homework). 

 1 box of tissues (optional, but appreciated by all) 

 

Class Goals: 

Algebra 1 lays the foundation for all future math courses.  As such, we spend a considerable amount of 

time practicing skills and problem solving techniques to equip students with strong algebra skills.  This 

course focuses on the following topics: Algebra Basics; Multi-Step Equations and Inequalities; Relations 

and Functions; Linear Equations; Exponent Rules; Quadratic Equations; Rational and Radical Expressions; 

and Statistics. 

 

Classroom Expectations: 

All students will act in a manner conducive to learning.  Be respectful of your teacher and peers by 

following the social contract.  Be on time, prepared, and on-task.  Take notes, ask questions, and 

participate during activities.  WORK MUST BE SHOWN to receive credit.  NO WORK = NO CREDIT.   

 

Homework and Late Work Policy: 

Students should expect to have math homework at least 4 days a week.  Homework will be checked for 

completion, accuracy and work shown.  The 3-ring binder will be used to store notes and assignments.  

Absent and late assignments will be handed in and graded by me.   

 

Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Any incomplete assignments may be turned in prior to the 

unit test for a maximum of half-credit.  REMEMBER: NO WORK = NO CREDIT!  If students struggle 

completing the assignment due to not understanding the content, students must contact me prior to 

class by emailing me in a professional manner.  I am a reasonable person and will help students before or 

after school as requested and arranged by the student; however, I will not accept excuses for 

incomplete homework at the beginning of class. 

 

Students may turn in late work for half-credit up until the test day for that particular unit. After the 

unit test, all late assignments will remain as a grade of zero, and students will not have the opportunity 

to make up the late assignment.  I encourage students to do their best on every assignment and 
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complete it (even if EVERY problem is wrong).  Students with assignments turned in on time with a score 

of 7/10 or below may correct those assignments for full points, allowing they show all correct work and 

turn in corrections prior to the unit test. 

   

Grades: 

Grades are figured using total points, which means they are calculated by taking the sum of points 

earned divided by the sum of points possible.  Below I have charted possible points earned in a typical 

chapter.  Points will vary depending on how many sections are in the unit and the number of activities 

that are assigned.  I try to keep homework/quiz points balanced with test points.  In doing so, I prevent 

the tests from controlling the grade but still give it enough weight to reflect student’s knowledge.  

Students will also take a final at the end of each semester covering information learned.  The final will 

account for 10% of the overall grade. 

 
Ways to earn points Number assigned during a 

typical unit 

Points earned from each 

assignment 

Approximate points earned 

in one chapter 

Homework 10 10 100 (42% of unit grade) 

Quizzes 2 10-20 40 (17% of unit grade) 

Test 1 100    100 (42% of unit grade) 

Total          13             240 

 
Passes: 

I’ve issued each student a hall pass page that limits students to five passes per quarter.  I require 

students to use these passes to leave my classroom.  Students must have these passes in their 

possession to use a pass; if students do not have their hall pass page with them, they will not be able to 

leave unless it is an emergency.  I will sign a pass for each request to leave the room and the student will 

sign out and back in on the clipboard located at the front of the room.  Students will also take a school 

issued hall pass with them so that adults in the hallway recognize that the student has permission to be 

in a location other than the classroom. The only exceptions to the 5-limit signed hall pass procedure 

include visiting the nurse for a routine purpose or when a student is feeling ill.  At the end of a quarter, 

any remaining passes will be worth THREE EXTRA CREDIT POINTS each.   

 

Digital Device Policy: 

Math homework (current or late) is always your first priority in this class. Devices should be turned off 

and put away at all times, unless I have requested for you to get out your device. Phone calculators are 

not allowed. If I see your device, and I have not given you permission to have it out, then I will take your 

device from you, and you will need to see your assigned administrator to get your device back.  

 

Headphones/ear buds are NOT allowed during instruction time. They must be out of both ears for the 

entire duration of the lesson. I do allow, on occasion, students to listen to music AFTER notes are done. 

Please ASK for permission first. 

 

On test days, NO devices are allowed in the room—no excuses, no exceptions! If I find you with your 

device in the room on a test day, even after you have finished your test, then you will receive an 

automatic ZERO on that test and the device will be turned in to the office. 

 

 

 



Tardy Policy: 

CLASS WILL START AT THE BELL. If you are not in your seat by the time the bell rings, you are tardy. 

You are also considered tardy if you arrive unprepared (not having textbook, homework, pencil, etc.). 

Please refer to the student handbook for tardy consequences. 

 

Teacher Absence: 

Students will sit in assigned seats as usual and will treat the guest teacher with respect.  Classroom 

routines will continue as normal.  Any infraction of the classroom social contract will result in a discipline 

action per school policy. 

 
Student Absence: 

I will follow the school guidelines when giving time for absences. Any new assignments that were given 

during your absence will be due the following day (one day per day of absence). If you will be gone for a 

school related absence, I expect assignments to be turned in prior to leaving unless we discuss 

otherwise. 

 

It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to check with me when you will be/have been absent from class. You are 

expected to access the notes before returning to class.  Make sure to check the “While You Were Out” 

board by my desk to collect your assignment.  Please see me before or after school or during class time 

to make arrangements to get your missed work completed. No make-up work for credit will be allowed 

for any math class period in which you have been unexcused from school. 

 
Class Webpage: 

You may find the link to my class website on the GHS webpage.  I will post announcements, homework 

assignments and opportunities for further learning there.  For your future reference, my website 

address is http://ghs.goddardusd.com/281383_3.   

 

 
STUDENTS:  I have read this classroom discipline plan and understand it.  I will honor it while in Mrs. Banka’s 

Room and understand that this syllabus is a living document.  Changes can be made as needed and I will be notified 

of significant changes. 

 

Signature_________________________________ Date__________ 

GUARDIAN: My child has discussed the classroom discipline plan with me.  I understand it and will support it while 

understanding that the syllabus is a living document.  I will be notified of any significant changes and issued a new 

syllabus via the email address listed in Skyward.   

 

Signature_________________________________ Date__________ 

 

TEACHER:  I will be fair and consistent in administering the discipline plan for my room.   

 

_____________________                                       

Mrs. Banka    
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