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MLA Works Cited 
format

When deciding how to cite your source, start by consulting the list of 
core elements. These are the general pieces of information that MLA 
suggests including in each Works Cited entry. In your citation, the 
elements should be listed in the following order:

• Author.
• Title of source.
• Title of container,
• Other contributors,
• Version,
• Number,
• Publisher,
• Publication date,
• Location.

Each element should be followed by the punctuation mark shown 
here. Earlier editions of the handbook included the place of 
publication, and required punctuation such as journal editions in 
parentheses, and colons after issue numbers. In the current version, 
punctuation is simpler (just commas and periods separate the 
elements), and information about the source is kept to the basics.



Works CitedAlpha order

Works Cited
Include any/all sources used in your paper; type 
the Works Cited on a separate page of your 
paper.

***Circle the author’s last name or first 
important word(s) in the title; this is what you 

will use in parenthetical citations!!***



Paraphrase (only) & Give 
credit!
Use MLA style to cite sources in paper: 

 EXAMPLES:

• Coaching basketball is a 
career that requires long 
hours and abundant passion 
(Self 48).

• Bill Self talks extensively 
about coaching basketball as 
a career that requires long 
hours and abundant passion 
(48)

What if there’s no author? 
Use the first important 

word listed on the
 Works Cited!

▪ Paraphrase the information you find from other sources (use your own 

words to put in in your essay). 

▪ Then give credit for every single piece by placing the author’s name & 

page number in parenthesis at the end of the sentence (or at the end 

of the paragraph IF the same source is used throughout).


