
CREATING A COMPOSITE FACE 
HELPFUL HINTS ON HOW TO QUESTION THE WITNESS  

  
RULES:  While completing this activity you MAY NOT allow the witness to take control of  
 the computer.  The witness SHOULD NOT be allowed to look through all the many facial 
 characteristic and re-create the suspect’s face on their own.  YOU will re-create the  
 suspect’s face by asking the witness questions and making facial characteristic choices. 
 
 You CAN show the witness the composite face you are working on and have them make 
 comments about what they see and changes that should be made to make it look more  
 like the suspect. 
 
 You CAN show the witness a few choices you have picked out for a facial characteristic 
 and have them choose the choice they think is best (don’t forget to use the “Previous 
 Selected Feature” and “Next Selected Feature” buttons to quickly compare choices!!). 
 
You should ask the witness very specific questions about the suspect’s facial characteristics 
to help you narrow down your choices.  You can then fine-tune the face after you have the 
basic face completed. 
 
EXAMPLES of questions that can help you choose the correct facial characteristics: 
1. The first question you should ask the witness is if the suspect is male or female. 
2. Eyes – Ask if the eyes are large, average, or small in size?  Are the eyes more rounded,  
 almond, or thin shaped?  Are the eyes prominent and open wide, average, set deep in the 
 face, or squinty?  Are the eyes droopy (tilt downward), tilt upward, or average?  Are the  
 eyes a darker or lighter color?   
3. Nose – Is the general shape of the nose thin, average, or wide?  Do the nostrils flare out 
 a little, average, or a lot?  Does the tip of the nose tend to curve up, hook down, or is it 
 average?  Is the nose long, short, or average? 
4. Lips – Are the lips thick, average, or thin?  Is one lip thicker or thinner than the other lip? 
 Are the lips wide, average, or small?  Do the lips turn up at the sides, down at the sides,  
 or are they level?  What does the border of the upper lip look like – is it straight across or 
 does it have a visible “cupid’s bow” – and if so, how pronounced is it? 
5. General Head Shape and Jaw/Chin Shape – Is the face more rounded, oval, or  
 elongated?  Is the jaw/chin more rounded, square, or pointed?  Is the jaw/chin short, 
 average, or elongated?  Are the ears small, average, or larger?  Are the ears flat to the 
 head or do they stick out more? 
6. Hair - Have the witness describe the suspect’s hair as you attempt to make a match.  Ask 
 specific questions as needed to make the best match. 
7. Eyebrows – Are the eyebrows thick, average, or thin?  Are the eyebrows more straight, 
 curved, or arched?  Are the eyebrows long, average, or short? 
8. Facial Hair – Have the witness describe any facial hair as you attempt to make a match. 
9. Other Facial Characteristics – Ask the witness about wrinkles/dimples/other marks 
 around the forehead, under the eyes, around the mouth, and chin.  Add these facial 
 characteristics as needed to make the facial composite look realistic.  
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