
Name:  Hour: 

SECRETS

ACCEPTANCE

BIGOTRY

FAMILY

HIGH SCHOOL

TRUTH

INCEST

AFTERLIFE



Word Sentence (partial) Dictionary definition

Dervish, 5 “…strapped to an out of control 
dervish…”

Religious group known for energetic whirling, 
chanting, or singing

Keel, 6

Congruence, 6

Microcosm, 13

Scourge, 39

Aforementioned, 44

Torrid, 59



Word Sentence (partial) Dictionary definition

Nuances, 88

Adulation, 97

Ethereal, 121

Facetiousness, 130

Terminal, 214

Bigot, 251

Subversive, 262

Dissertation, 275



Character Brief description Personality Conflicts 

BEN WOLF

DALLAS SUZUKI

DOC WAGNER Older gentleman Family doc who discovers Ben’s illness Ben won’t allow him to tell anyone; 
a young patient of his is terminal

MARLA DAWSON

CODY WOLF

MR/MRS WOLF

MRS. WOLF



Character Brief description Personality Conflicts 

COACH BANKS

SOONER COWANS

MR. LAMBEER

RUDY MCCOY

MR. COWANS

HEY-SOOS

DR. WELLS

JOE HENRY



Discussion Questions I
1. What do you think about Ben’s decision to keep his diagnosis from family and friends? Would you want a friend or a family member to tell you if he or she was 

given Ben’s diagnosis? 

2. What do you think you would have done if you were in Ben’s position? Explain. What do you think people fear about death? Why is death difficult to talk about? 

Should it be?  

3. Compare and contrast the four different deaths in this novel.  Is one more tragic than the others?  

4. What does this story have to say about secrets? About the truth? 

5. Who do you think Hey-Soos is? What does Hey-Soos do for Ben? 

6. Why does Ben decide to continue helping Rudy McCoy even after he learns about Rudy’s past? Do you agree with Ben about Rudy? Explain. 

7. Ben stars a campaign to name a street in his town after Malcolm X. Do you agree that this street name would be appropriate in an almost-exclusively white town? 

Explain. Who would you like to see a street named after in your town, and why? What barriers might stand in the way of making this happen? 

8. Sylvia Longley expresses her opinion that burning books should be okay since it’s okay to burn the American flag. What do you think about burning, or banning 

books? What do you think about burning the American flag? 

9. Ben shouldn’t have been as good a runner as he was because of his height, and he shouldn’t have been as good a football player as he was because of his size. 

What do you believe make a good athlete? 

10. Ben has “Too Old to Die Young.” sung by Ann Savoy and Linda Ronstadt, on his playlist for loss. What other music might Ben have on this iPod playlist? 



Discussion Questions II
1. Running helps Ben calm down when he’s overwhelmed. What helps you? 

2. What’s your approach to life? If you had to summarize a personal motto for yourself, what would it be? Do you think it would be different if you had a deadline? 

Explain. 

3. What is a person’s legacy? What is Ben’s What do you hope that yours will be? 

4. If you had to write a list of things you wanted to do or learn before you die, what would be on your list 

5. Which character in this book do you think you would get along with best? Why? 

6. Chris Crutcher’s Deadline is often on the list of “Banned Books” for libraries across the country. What topics do you think some readers take issue with? How would 

you defend this?




