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Physics Syllabus 
 

Instructor:  Mrs. Laura Davis   School Phone:  794-4190 ext. 34140  
Room: 140      Email: ldavis@goddardusd.com    

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I generally arrive at school by 7:10 and will be available after school until 3:45.  Check the calendar at the 
front of the room and schedule a time or just come by the room.  Please come see me if you need help! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

What will I be doing in this class? 
In physics, we study the physical world. We observe the motion of objects to understand the forces that 
are acting on those objects in order to make predictions about what will happen in similar situations.  To 
do this, you will be designing and conducting experiments, analyzing the data, developing mathematical 
models and then using those models to solve different problems.  Physics is all around you every day; it is 
fascinating to better understand the world this way!  The topics we will study this year include the 
following: 
 

- Introduction to Physics Skills and Laboratory Methods  
- Velocity and Acceleration 
- Forces 
- Two Dimensional Motion 
- Circular Motion 
- Energy 
- Momentum 
- Waves and Sound 
- Light 
- Electricity and Magnetism

Materials:  The following materials are required for this course: 

 Black, Blue, Red and Green Pens or a           

4-Color Pen 

 Pencil  

 Highlighter  

 

 3-Ring Binder (at least 1.5 inches) 

 Notebook Paper  

 Scientific Calculator (non-graphing)

 Ruler (to have in backpack or at home)    

 

Internet Resources:  
-The daily schedule will be posted on my EHS webpage at http://ehs.goddardusd.com/page/50507_3.  
 

Classroom Rules:   
1.  Respect yourself, others, and class materials. 
2.  Be punctual and prepared for class. 
3.  Follow all safety instructions. 
4.  Clean up after yourself. 
5.  Participate. (Activities and assignments are designed to help you practice and master skills!) 

 
Grading Guidelines:  
Grades are determined on a weighted scale:  

Daily Work = 10% 
Labs/Projects = 30% 
Quizzes/Tests = 50% 
Final Exam = 10%  
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Expect announced quizzes over material we cover in class.   
Keep any assignments that have been graded and returned to you.  I am human and may make a 

mistake recording your grade.  If you can show me the graded paper, I will be able to correct my 
mistake.  Check your grade frequently and let me know about any discrepancies as soon as 
possible. 

I expect you to finish quizzes and tests during the class period.  You will not be able stay during 
passing period or come in before or after school to finish a quiz or test.  

 
CHEATING and PLAGIARISM = 0 Points DON’T DO IT!  This penalty applies to the supplier 

of the information as well as the taker.  Yes, you will be working in groups in this class, but this does 
NOT mean your completed work can be identical.  You may ask your classmates for help, but do not 
expect or allow them to do the work for you.  Copying answers off the internet is also cheating. 
Parents and administrators will be notified. Think for yourself! 

 
Late work: If you have not completed an assignment that is stamped for completion, you will not 

receive credit for that assignment unless you use an OOPS pass (see below).  If you have not 
completed an assignment that is graded for accuracy, a lab report or a project, you can receive up to 
75% credit for turning it in late or you can use an OOPS pass (see below) to receive full credit. If you 
have not turned in an assignment, when I enter grades in the computer grade book, I will mark it as 
missing. This is calculated as a 0 in the grade book, but it may still be accepted for late credit.   

 
OOPS passes:  At the beginning of each semester you will be issued 2 OOPS passes.  These 

passes are good for full credit towards a late assignment, lab, or project.  Staple the OOPS pass to 
the late work when you turn it in.  An OOPS pass is NOT a homework pass! The work still needs to be 
completed. You will earn the credit you would have earned if you had turned it in on time.   

 
Attendance: Please come to class and participate every day!  You are far more likely to be 

successful in physics if you are in class to participate in labs, activities, discussions, and lectures.   
 
Make-up Work for Absences:  
 It is YOUR responsibility to make sure you get your assignments, turn in absent work, and make 

up labs, quizzes or tests!  Follow these steps to catch up after an absence: 
1. You can check the daily schedule on-line at http://ehs.goddardusd.com/page/50507_3 under 

Physics Agenda. 

2. As soon as you return from your activity or illness, check the “Absent?” station on the back 
counter.  The previous day’s information will be posted on the cabinet.  Information from prior 
days will be in the binder with the most recent day on top.  Any handouts will have your name 
on them and will be in your hour’s folder next to the binder.  If you ask me what you missed 
when you were absent, my first response will be “Have you checked in the back of the room?”  If 
you have questions AFTER you have checked the binder and folder, then please ask me. 

3. Be sure to write “ABSENT” in large letters at the center top of any assignment that is assigned or 
due when you are absent, so I know why it did not get stamped for being completed on time. 

4. Any work that was due on the day you were absent is due the day you return.   Show it to me at 
the beginning of class and I will let you know what to do with it (turn it in, keep it, etc.).  

5. For each day you are absent, you have 2 days to make up the missed work without penalty.  
You must take the initiative to turn your work in.   
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6. If you are present in class the day an assignment or test is announced, you are expected to be 
ready on the announced date.  For example, you are present on Monday when I announce a test 
for that Friday.  If you are only absent on Thurs, you WILL take the test on Friday. 

7. Missed labs must be made up after school within one week. If you fail to make up labs within 
the time limit, you will earn a zero for the participation portion of the lab grade. Depending on 
the lab you may or may not be able to complete the lab report for credit. You must schedule a 
time to come in to complete labs on the calendar at the front of the room.  Read the lab 
handout and do the appropriate pre-lab before coming in.   

8. Missed quizzes must be made up before or after school.  Missed tests must be made up after 
school.  You must schedule a time with me on the calendar at the front of the room.  See me if 
you would like to make arrangements to make up a quiz/test at night library.    

9. If you feel overwhelmed by the amount of make-up work you have to complete due to an 
absence, come talk to me before or after school within two days of your return.  We will work 
out a schedule to help you catch up as quickly as possible. 
 

Tardies:  When the bell rings, you are tardy if you are not physically in your seat ready to begin 

class.  Additionally, you are considered tardy only for the first 10 minutes of class, after that you 
are officially absent for the entire hour.  The school wide tardy policy will be followed in this class. 

 

Detentions:  Teacher-issued detentions last for 30 minutes and must be served before or after 

school that afternoon or the next two school days.  (Example: Tardy occurred during class on 
Tuesday; you have until Thursday afternoon to serve the detention.)  It is your responsibility to 
remember to serve your detention; I will not remind you after issuing the detention.  You must sign 
up on my calendar at the front of the room to let me know when you will be serving your detention.  
Unserved detentions will result in a referral to the office. 
 
Coming in before or after school:  If you need to make up a lab, quiz, or test or serve a 

teacher-issued detention, you must sign up on the calendar at the front of the room so I know you 
are coming.  If you need help, you can sign up or stop by the classroom to see if I am here. 

 
Leaving the room during class: Each semester you will have a passcard with space for 4 hole-

punches per semester. When you are out of punches, you will no longer be allowed to leave my 
classroom.  I will not give you “permission” to be tardy to my class. If you come to my room during 
passing period and ask to be allowed to go to the restroom/your locker/etc., I will hole punch your 
passcard or count you tardy if you don’t make it back before class starts.  Plan ahead.   

 
Lab Safety:  Safety first! 

1. Safety is extremely important in a science lab.  You will receive a separate student safety 
contract that must be signed by both student and guardian before you are allowed to 
participate in any labs.   

2. Goggles must be worn over the eyes whenever instructed by the teacher from the beginning 
of the lab until every person has finished cleaning up.   

3. Failure to follow lab safety guidelines will result in in a “0” on the lab and disciplinary action.   
 
Calculators:  You must have a scientific calculator (Recommendation: TI-30XS Multiview or TI-30X 

IIS or Sharp EL-531W).  Graphing calculators may NOT be used on quizzes or tests.  You may not use 
a calculator on your cellphone. I recommend that you practice (do assignments) the way you will 
perform (take a quiz or test).  It is important to be familiar with how your calculator works.  I do not 
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have enough scientific calculators for all of you to borrow one, and you may not share calculators.  
Come prepared! 

 
Food: You may have bottled water and gum except on lab days when these things are not allowed 

for safety reasons. No other food or drinks may be consumed or visible within the classroom at ANY 
time.   

 
Bags/Purses: All bags and purses must be placed under the table where they will not cause 

someone to trip. No bags will be allowed to sit upon the desk during class time. 

 
Cell Phones, iPads and Similar Electronic Devices:  These devices may be used in the 

classroom for educational purposes only and only when you (or your whole group) are finished with 
your entire assignment for my class or when I have given you specific instruction to use them. If you 
are not sure whether I would consider what you want to do an educational purpose, ask me before 
you do it! Texting, surfing the internet, checking Facebook, using social media, etc. are not permitted 
during class time.  You may NOT use one of these devices as a calculator.  If you are using the device 
inappropriately, you will have to turn it in to me for the rest of the class period that day and for the 
entire class period for the next day, week, or month for subsequent offenses. If problems continue, I 
will send your device to the office and you will have to see your administrator for the consequences.   
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Physics Syllabus Signature Page 

Please read the syllabus on the previous pages.  Then sign and remove this page.  Turn this 
paper in to Mrs. Davis and keep the syllabus in the front of your binder to refer to as needed. 
 
Student Signature: 

I, ___________________________________, have read the above syllabus for 

Physics and agree to abide by all rules and procedures stated within this document. 

     Signature: ________________________ 
     Date:        ___________ 

 
Parent Signature: 

 
I, __________________________________, have read the above syllabus and will 

support the teacher in enforcing the rules and procedures stated within this document. 

     Signature:  _______________________ 
     Date:         ______________ 

 
 
                            

Parent E-mail Addresses:  Please be sure your email address in Skyward is up to date. 
 


