
Use the list, questions, and examples below to help you find an idea for how to end your 
writing.

Echo
circle back to the lead and use the same story, question, or idea from the 

beginning to end your essay

Echo
circle back to the lead and use the same story, question, or idea from the 

beginning to end your essay

Questions: Example:

With the right education, planning, and research behind 
you, your kindergarten dreams can come true.  You 
can be a teacher.  And a doctor.  And a lawyer.  And 
a firefighter.
  

Did you start your writing 
with a story that you can 
finish or return to?

Example:

With the right education, planning, and research behind 
you, your kindergarten dreams can come true.  You 
can be a teacher.  And a doctor.  And a lawyer.  And 
a firefighter.
  Did you use a question or 

quote that applies to the 
end, or that you can 
answer in the end?

Example:

With the right education, planning, and research behind 
you, your kindergarten dreams can come true.  You 
can be a teacher.  And a doctor.  And a lawyer.  And 
a firefighter.
  

Anecdote
a brief story, or a return to a story you started, to illustrate the points you’ve 

made in your essay

Anecdote
a brief story, or a return to a story you started, to illustrate the points you’ve 

made in your essay

Questions: Example:

A top of the line, sleek, and decorative chariot pulls up to 
the halls of the Continental Congress.  Out steps the 
president of the congress, dressed in the most 
important, most expensive fashions of the day.  
Accompanying him were an entourage of fifty armed 
horsemen and a house full of servants.  Everything John 
Hancock did was bold and big.  Is it any surprise his 
signature would be any different?

Did you find a story on 
your topic that would make 
an interesting ending?

Example:

A top of the line, sleek, and decorative chariot pulls up to 
the halls of the Continental Congress.  Out steps the 
president of the congress, dressed in the most 
important, most expensive fashions of the day.  
Accompanying him were an entourage of fifty armed 
horsemen and a house full of servants.  Everything John 
Hancock did was bold and big.  Is it any surprise his 
signature would be any different?

Example:

A top of the line, sleek, and decorative chariot pulls up to 
the halls of the Continental Congress.  Out steps the 
president of the congress, dressed in the most 
important, most expensive fashions of the day.  
Accompanying him were an entourage of fifty armed 
horsemen and a house full of servants.  Everything John 
Hancock did was bold and big.  Is it any surprise his 
signature would be any different?
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Strong, Punched Statement
end with a one- or two-sentence paragraph that makes a direct, clear statement

Strong, Punched Statement
end with a one- or two-sentence paragraph that makes a direct, clear statement

Questions: Example:

An athleteʼs life and well-being are more important than 
achieving super human accomplishments.  Athleteʼs and 
sports fans should rely on hard work, training, an 
discipline, not steroids and enhancements, to perform.

Do you have a strong 
opinion on your topic?  
State it clearly to end your 
piece.

Example:

An athleteʼs life and well-being are more important than 
achieving super human accomplishments.  Athleteʼs and 
sports fans should rely on hard work, training, an 
discipline, not steroids and enhancements, to perform.

What do you want your 

Example:

An athleteʼs life and well-being are more important than 
achieving super human accomplishments.  Athleteʼs and 
sports fans should rely on hard work, training, an 
discipline, not steroids and enhancements, to perform.

Pointed Question
leave the reader thinking with a strong question related to your topic

Pointed Question
leave the reader thinking with a strong question related to your topic

Questions: Example:

The more we as a nation grow, the more we grow 
dependent on oil to make that growth happen.  Is it 
worth the very soil that makes our country unique?

Is there a decision to be 
made based on the 
information that youʼve 
provided?

Example:

The more we as a nation grow, the more we grow 
dependent on oil to make that growth happen.  Is it 
worth the very soil that makes our country unique?

Do you want your reader 
to come to their own 
decision based on your 
information?  Asking a 
question is a way to spark 
that thinking.

Example:

The more we as a nation grow, the more we grow 
dependent on oil to make that growth happen.  Is it 
worth the very soil that makes our country unique?

Instruction
tell the reader directly what he or she should do with the information you’ve 

given

Instruction
tell the reader directly what he or she should do with the information you’ve 

given

Questions: Example:

Instead of tearing up the soil and sea that make our 
country our own, letʼs use our resources to use clean 
technology for fuel--from hybrid and electric cars to good 
old fashion walking and biking.

What action do you want 
your readers to take?

Example:

Instead of tearing up the soil and sea that make our 
country our own, letʼs use our resources to use clean 
technology for fuel--from hybrid and electric cars to good 
old fashion walking and biking.

Example:

Instead of tearing up the soil and sea that make our 
country our own, letʼs use our resources to use clean 
technology for fuel--from hybrid and electric cars to good 
old fashion walking and biking.
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