
Use the list, questions, and examples below to help you find an idea for how to begin 
your nonfiction writing.

Anecdote
a story, from your own experience or someone else’s, that relates to the topic

Anecdote
a story, from your own experience or someone else’s, that relates to the topic

Questions: Example:

When I was in kindergarten, I wanted to be a 
teacher.  And a doctor.  And a lawyer.  And a 
firefighter.  But my parents and grandparents only 
ever had one career in their lives--an engineer, a 
salesman, an administrative assistant.  I knew one 
day I would have to choose, and this made me sad.  
But times have changed; people in each generation are 
expected to have multiple career shifts before they 
retire.  Students of all ages, with the right research, 
education, and planning, can set themselves up to be 
anything--and everything--they want to be.  

Do you have or know a 
story thatʼs related to your 
topic?

Example:

When I was in kindergarten, I wanted to be a 
teacher.  And a doctor.  And a lawyer.  And a 
firefighter.  But my parents and grandparents only 
ever had one career in their lives--an engineer, a 
salesman, an administrative assistant.  I knew one 
day I would have to choose, and this made me sad.  
But times have changed; people in each generation are 
expected to have multiple career shifts before they 
retire.  Students of all ages, with the right research, 
education, and planning, can set themselves up to be 
anything--and everything--they want to be.  

Did you find an interesting 
story while doing research 
on your topic?

Example:

When I was in kindergarten, I wanted to be a 
teacher.  And a doctor.  And a lawyer.  And a 
firefighter.  But my parents and grandparents only 
ever had one career in their lives--an engineer, a 
salesman, an administrative assistant.  I knew one 
day I would have to choose, and this made me sad.  
But times have changed; people in each generation are 
expected to have multiple career shifts before they 
retire.  Students of all ages, with the right research, 
education, and planning, can set themselves up to be 
anything--and everything--they want to be.  

News/Background
give the 5 W’s-who, what, when, where, and why-of a situation or problem to 

introduce your information

News/Background
give the 5 W’s-who, what, when, where, and why-of a situation or problem to 

introduce your information

Questions: Example:

The colonists of 1776 were raging. (When) They were 
mad about taxes, mad about being treated as 
second class citizens by a distant king. (Why)  The 
members of the Continental Congress (Where) knew 
something needed to be done, so they drafted the 
Declaration of Independence. (What) They also knew 
that signing it was dangerous; it was treason.  Some 
were scared.  But there was one who was ready to lead 
the way, and his actions have given him a name in 
history.  Heʼs John Hancock. (Who)

Do you have some 
statistics or facts to 
introduce your topic?

Example:

The colonists of 1776 were raging. (When) They were 
mad about taxes, mad about being treated as 
second class citizens by a distant king. (Why)  The 
members of the Continental Congress (Where) knew 
something needed to be done, so they drafted the 
Declaration of Independence. (What) They also knew 
that signing it was dangerous; it was treason.  Some 
were scared.  But there was one who was ready to lead 
the way, and his actions have given him a name in 
history.  Heʼs John Hancock. (Who)

Answer the 5 Wʼs list 
above.  Can you put them 
into a catchy way to 
introduce your topic?

Example:

The colonists of 1776 were raging. (When) They were 
mad about taxes, mad about being treated as 
second class citizens by a distant king. (Why)  The 
members of the Continental Congress (Where) knew 
something needed to be done, so they drafted the 
Declaration of Independence. (What) They also knew 
that signing it was dangerous; it was treason.  Some 
were scared.  But there was one who was ready to lead 
the way, and his actions have given him a name in 
history.  Heʼs John Hancock. (Who)
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Announcement
give a direct statement about what you’re going to say about the issue and take 

a side, or attitude, towards it. (really good for persuasive pieces)

Announcement
give a direct statement about what you’re going to say about the issue and take 

a side, or attitude, towards it. (really good for persuasive pieces)

Questions: Example:

Attention all student athletes.  Physical examination 
forms for summer workouts are due by the end of the 
week.  All students playing sports next year will get to 
participate in weights, conditioning, and steroid shots to 
get the extra advantage for next season.  Youʼll get 
stronger, bigger, and faster, if you donʼt have a major 
heart attack first.  But no, pain, no gain!

Do you have an opinion on 
your topic that you want to 
express?

Example:

Attention all student athletes.  Physical examination 
forms for summer workouts are due by the end of the 
week.  All students playing sports next year will get to 
participate in weights, conditioning, and steroid shots to 
get the extra advantage for next season.  Youʼll get 
stronger, bigger, and faster, if you donʼt have a major 
heart attack first.  But no, pain, no gain!

How would it sounds to 
introduce your topic over 
the intercom or a loud 
speaker at a major event?

Example:

Attention all student athletes.  Physical examination 
forms for summer workouts are due by the end of the 
week.  All students playing sports next year will get to 
participate in weights, conditioning, and steroid shots to 
get the extra advantage for next season.  Youʼll get 
stronger, bigger, and faster, if you donʼt have a major 
heart attack first.  But no, pain, no gain!

Quotation
Did someone else say it perfectly?  Use their words to introduce your topic.

Quotation
Did someone else say it perfectly?  Use their words to introduce your topic.

Questions: Example:

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, “The nation that 
destroys its soil destroys itself.”  But the nation also 
needs fossil fuels to transport goods, people, and 
services across cities, states, even the world.  But in our 
search for oil in the land and ocean surrounding our 
country, will we also destroy ourselves?

Did you find a really great 
quote that would introduce 
your topic perfectly?

Example:

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, “The nation that 
destroys its soil destroys itself.”  But the nation also 
needs fossil fuels to transport goods, people, and 
services across cities, states, even the world.  But in our 
search for oil in the land and ocean surrounding our 
country, will we also destroy ourselves?

Are there differing opinions 
on your subject matter and 
quotes from a variety of 
people?

Example:

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, “The nation that 
destroys its soil destroys itself.”  But the nation also 
needs fossil fuels to transport goods, people, and 
services across cities, states, even the world.  But in our 
search for oil in the land and ocean surrounding our 
country, will we also destroy ourselves?
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