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Instructional 
Groups

Number of
Students

Scaled Score (0-1400)
Median Range

7Group 1 1345 1301 - 1345
2Group 2 382 374 - 390
3Group 3 145 92 - 238

Skills to Learn
Skill recommendations are based on the median score for each Instructional Group. These skills are a starting point for 

instructional planning. Combine this information with your own knowledge of the student and use your professional 
judgement when designing an instructional program. Use the Reading Learning Progressions to find additional 
information for each skill, teacher activities, and sample items.

Group 1
Students
Cour, Alexandra;     Hambach, Douglas;     Hawkins, Lauren;     Schneider, Erwin;     Green, Christina;     Davis, Isabel;     
Hart, Albert

Word Knowledge and Skills
1. Differentiate between the denotative and connotative meanings (anarchy: lawless disorder versus absence of 

government) of words in grade-appropriate text (GLE 9.8-12.1)
2. Use knowledge of a variety of word relationships (e.g., connotation/denotation) in analogies to infer the meanings 

of unfamiliar words in a broad array of texts (GLE 9.8-12.1)
3. Evaluate the cumulative connotative impact of a word or phrase on the meaning and tone of a passage, and 

evaluate an author's use and refinement of a key term's connotative meaning over the course of a text (e.g., use 
of "honest" in Othello)

4.˜ Evaluate the soundness of analogies made in grade-appropriate prose and poetry (GLE 9.8-12.1)
There are fewer recommended skills available than the number chosen to include for this domain.

Comprehension Strategies and Constructing Meaning
1. Evaluate the logic, focus, consistency, coherence, potential appeal for the audience, and effectiveness of 

organizational structure
2. Evaluate the use of supported and unsupported opinions, assertions, and inferences in a text and their impact on 

the reader
3.˜ Synthesize ideas from close reading of texts and secondary sources to draw complex conclusions about text 

meaning and/or significance
4. Critique the similarities and differences in style, purpose, and organization of different genres of texts
5. Evaluate descriptions of complex technical or scientific processes in informational or functional text for clarity and 

completeness

Analyzing Literary Text
1.˜ Interpret and evaluate works (e.g., literary nonfiction, poetry, and subgenres such as satire, allegory, and parody) 

in light of their characteristics
2. Critique multiple interpretations of a work
3. Evaluate nonfiction that employs elements of fiction (e.g., history with a fictional narrator; biography with a plot 

structure; nonfictional novels) to critique how these elements increase interest in the text or affect its integrity

˜ Designates a focus skill. Focus skills identify the most critical skills to learn at each grade level.
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Group 1
Analyzing Literary Text

4. Analyze and evaluate the author's development of characters in light of genre and the author's intent (e.g., does 
the character's psychological depth and complexity reflect the level of realism in a novel? Is a relatively simple 
characterization appropriate in a comedy?)

5. Evaluate the quality of a literary work and the characters' portrayal especially when affected by the author's 
underlying philosophy

Understanding Author's Craft
1. Evaluate and critique how an author employs imagery, figurative language, and other devices to elicit a response 

as well as to convey meaning
2. Evaluate and critique an author’s use of figurative language
3. Critique how patterns of imagery, symbolism, allusions, and conceits are connected to theme, mood, tone, and 

the meaning of the text
There are fewer recommended skills available than the number chosen to include for this domain.

Analyzing Argument and Evaluating Text
1.˜ Evaluate the overall credibility of an author's argument, and determine to what degree the argument is ultimately 

convincing
2. Recognize how an argument may speak to multiple audiences (e.g., the explicit audience, the wider public)
3. Analyze the author's values, beliefs, and assumptions (e.g., political, philosophical) as implied by the text; 

evaluate the extent to which the author recognizes the presence and role of these values in the argument; and 
recognize if the argument is viable

There are fewer recommended skills available than the number chosen to include for this domain.

˜ Designates a focus skill. Focus skills identify the most critical skills to learn at each grade level.
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Group 2
Students
Englert, Daniel;     Jacobs, Eleanor

Word Knowledge and Skills
1. Use knowledge of word relationships (e.g., similarities, associations) as a means of comprehending text
2. Identify and understand synonyms for grade-level (RL 3-4) words (e.g., tale/story, fearful/afraid)
3. Use context clues (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, examples, situation) to determine or clarify the meanings of 

unfamiliar words in grade-appropriate text (GLE 4.0-5.6)
4. Recognize and explain the meanings of common idioms (e.g., once in a blue moon) in grade-appropriate text 

(GLE 4.0-5.6)
5.˜ Identify grade-appropriate affixes (e.g., dis-, in-, mis-, -ion, -less, -ment), base words (e.g., arm, fear), and root 

words (e.g., act, graph) in order to predict the meanings of unfamiliar or complex words (e.g., fearless, 
biography)

Comprehension Strategies and Constructing Meaning
1. Locate information in simple graphical text features (e.g., illustrations, maps, timelines, tables, charts)
2. Use text features of functional text (e.g., memos, menus, schedules, pamphlets, instructions, forms) to locate 

specific information
3. Expand recognition of words and phrases (e.g., likewise, although) that indicate a comparison
4. Monitor and adjust understanding of text by previewing, applying knowledge of words and sentence structure, and 

looking for clues to confirm inferences
5. Understand vocabulary in context (GLE 4.0-5.6)

Analyzing Literary Text
1.˜ Analyze the elements of plot, including exposition, conflict, and resolution, and understand how events in the plot 

build on one another
2.˜ Describe the setting and analyze how it contributes to the story
3. Understand the relationship between a character's actions, traits, and motives, and describe the main character's 

interactions with other characters
4. Identify how a story's plot is influenced by characters' actions
5. Identify the phenomena explained by origin myths, and continue to broaden knowledge of mythology and 

traditional literature

Understanding Author's Craft
1. Understand why the author may have chosen to include certain sensory details
2. Understand how word choice affects the feeling or mood of a text
3.˜ Understand the meaning of words and phrases used figuratively
4. Identify sound devices (e.g., alliteration, rhyme, onomatopoeia) and rhythm and how these devices connect to the 

author's intent (e.g., humor, description)
5. Understand figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, exaggeration) used in text

Analyzing Argument and Evaluating Text
1. Determine whether information is relevant to a topic
2. Identify stated opinions or beliefs that the author wants the reader to accept

˜ Designates a focus skill. Focus skills identify the most critical skills to learn at each grade level.
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Group 2
Analyzing Argument and Evaluating Text

3.˜ Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support a claim
4. Identify misleading statements and explain why they are misleading
5.˜ Explain how an author supports an argument, and evaluate reasons and evidence given to support particular 

points and the main claim

˜ Designates a focus skill. Focus skills identify the most critical skills to learn at each grade level.



5 of 6Class Instructional Planning Report
Printed Monday, August  8, 2011  8:23:05 PM

School: North Charter School Reporting Period: 7/10/2011 - 8/8/2011

Class: Mrs. Carey's Class
Teacher: Carey, M.

Group 3
Students
Ahles, Rebecca;     Klingforth, Harriet;     Arendt, Brett

Word Knowledge and Skills
1. Understand that words have categorical relationships (e.g., opposites, cold/hot; superordinate/subordinate, living 

things: cow, dog; classroom objects: desk, pen)
2. Understand and identify homophones (e.g., to/two, ant/aunt, be/bee) and homographs/multi-meaning words (e.g., 

bark, bat, fly) in grade-appropriate text (GLE 0.5-2.5) using sentence context
3. Identify and understand synonyms for grade-appropriate high-frequency words (e.g., Dolch: big/large, yell/shout, 

start/begin; Fry: love/like)
4. Use knowledge of familiar grade-appropriate words (RL 0-2) to predict the meanings of compound words (RL 2: 

paintbrush, backyard)
5. Use context clues (e.g., word placement, how the word starts and ends) to determine or clarify the meanings of 

unfamiliar words in grade-appropriate text (GLE 2.2-3.7)

Comprehension Strategies and Constructing Meaning
1. Identify directly stated main ideas and important details
2. Connect themes to personal experiences or prior knowledge (e.g., compare a character’s experience to one's 

own)
3. Determine how things are alike and different in texts (e.g., illustrations, objects, characters)
4. Confirm or correct understanding of text by slowing reading pace, asking questions, and checking predictions
5. Understand that details support the main idea in an informational passage

Analyzing Literary Text
1.˜ Identify whether a story is realistic fiction or a fantasy
2.˜ Identify the basic elements of a story's plot (e.g., problem, important events)
3. Describe the setting of a story by finding and using story details and illustrations
4.˜ Identify and describe major and minor characters and their traits
5. Identify elements of plot including problem and solution and the relationships (e.g., order, causes) between events 

in a story

Understanding Author's Craft
1. Distinguish between words that represent tangible and intangible things in texts
2.˜ Identify how words or phrases in literary text appeal to the senses
3. Understand that language can be both literal and figurative
4.˜ Recognize how authors create strong images by describing how things look, taste, smell, feel, or sound
5. Identify playful uses of language including riddles, puns, jokes, and tongue twisters

Analyzing Argument and Evaluating Text
1. Identify persuasive material in context (e.g., distinguish between advertising and other content in media such as 

newspapers and magazines)
2. Identify the subject of a persuasive text
3. Understand what the author of a persuasive text is trying to influence the reader to think, feel, or do
4. Identify the author's main claim and identify reasons used to support the claim

˜ Designates a focus skill. Focus skills identify the most critical skills to learn at each grade level.
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Group 3
Analyzing Argument and Evaluating Text

5. Identify misleading statements or images by comparing them to facts (e.g., compare the information or images in 
an advertisement to the actual product)


