
CATEGORY 4 3 2 1

Preparedness Student is completely prepared and 

has obviously rehearsed.

Student seems fairly prepared but 

might have needed a couple more 

rehearsals.

Student is somewhat prepared, but it 

is clear that rehearsal was lacking

Student does not seem at all 

prepared to present.

Text Selection Selected a polished, well-chosen 

piece to share

Selected a great story, but is not as 

polished as it could be

Story is perhaps not the best choice, 

but is appropriate for the audience.  

It could use more revision and 

editing.

Story is not complete or is 

inappropriate.

Fluency: Expression 

and Volume

Reads with varied volume and 

expression. Sounds natural, like they 

are talking to a friend

Reads with volume and expression 

most of the time, but at times speaks 

without varied expression

Reads in a quiet voice. Some 

reading sound natural and 

appropriate volume and expression 

for the text, but most often it does 

not.

Often mumbles or can not be 

understood.

Fluency: Phrasing Reads with good phrasing: attends 

to punctuation and intonation

Read with a mixture of run-ons, mid-

sentence pauses for breath and some 

choppiness

Reads in two or three word phrases, 

not attending to punctuation or 

intonation

Reads word-by-word in a monotone 

voice.

Fluency: Smoothness Reads smoothly with some breaks, 

but self-corrects when necessary

Reads with occasional breaks in 

rhythm. Has difficulty with some 

words or sentence structures.

Reads with extended pauses or 

hesitations.  The reader has many 

rough spots

Frequently hesitates, sounds out 

many words, and repeats phrases. 

The audience has difficulty in basic 

understanding due to lack of 

smoothness.Enthusiasm Facial expressions and body 

language generate a strong interest 

and enthusiasm about the topic in 

others.

Facial expressions and body 

language sometimes generate a 

strong interest and enthusiasm about 

the topic in others.

Facial expressions and body 

language are used to try to generate 

enthusiasm, but seem somewhat 

faked.

Very little use of facial expressions 

or body language. Did not generate 

much interest in topic being 

presented.
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