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Q:  What is the purpose of the new report 
card? 

A:  The purpose of the standards-based report 
card is to provide more detailed feedback 
about students’ progress towards the Kansas 
State Standards at their grade level. The new 
report card allows parents and students to 
understand more clearly what is expected of 
students and how to help them be successful 
in their educational experience. 

Q:  What does a standards-based report card 
mean? 

A:  A standards-based system aligns instruction, 
assessment and the reporting of student 
progress to the state standards. Parents will 
know if their child is progressing 
appropriately. 

Q:  Why use multiple descriptors for each 
subject area? 

A:  By providing more specific descriptions of the 
learning expectations and evaluating students 
on each standard, students and parents can 
see where performance excels and where it 
needs to improve. 

Q:  How are the students assessed? 

A:  A variety of evidence is collected to measure 
student achievement, including but not 
limited to projects, presentations, tests, and 
observations. 

Q:  Will I still be able to see my child’s grades 
on-line? 

A:  Yes. The program will now be called Skyward 
Family Access. You will receive a password in 
late August or early September. 

 

What can I do to help my 
child succeed in school? 
 

 Maintain a positive and encouraging 

attitude with your child. 

 Talk with your child about school, daily 

activities and projects: 

o “Tell me three things you did in 

science.” 

o “Tell me about social studies 

today.” 

 Create a home environment that 

encourages learning: 

o Set aside time every day for 

reading and/or homework. 

o Find a quiet space for your child 

to study, and limit distractions. 

 Set high but realistic expectations. 

 Maintain an open and ongoing dialogue 

with your child’s teacher. 

 Become familiar with the standards your 

child will be expected to meet. 

 Guide and limit screen time (TV, 

computer, and video games). 
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Goddard School District will issue a 

standards-based report card in grades K-4 

beginning in the 2009-2010 school year. All 

K-4 elementary schools will use this report 

card. 

 

The state of Kansas requires all students to 

receive instruction aligned to the state 

learning standards. Standards are statements 

about learning expectations for students. 

They define what students need to know and 

be able to do in the content areas. 

 

 

 

Term: 1 2 3 4 

READING 

Reading Level     

Comprehension Strategies – predictions, 
story elements, problem & solution, steps in 
a process, cause & effect, draw conclusions 

    

Vocabulary Strategies – prefixes, 
compound words, context clues, synonyms, 
antonyms, multiple-meaning words. 

    

Reading Fluency – reads expressively with 
appropriate pace, phrasing, intonation & 
rhythm of speech. 

    

SAMPLE 
 

Why a standards-based 

report card? 
 

 A standards-based report card gives a 

clear message about what children 

know, what they are able to do, and 

what they need to learn in relation to 

the standards. 

 This system provides an easy-to-

understand student progress reporting 

tool that merges a traditional format 

with new standards-based measures. 

 Research shows students learn best 

when they understand clearly what 

they are expected to know and do. 

 Student progress is reported quarterly 

in relation to expected levels of 

performance at that time. 

 Achievement and effort are reported 

separately. 

 Not all report card standards are 

assessed each quarter. 

 Student achievement is measured in a 

variety of ways: through observation, 

questioning, reviewing assignments, 

testing or evaluating projects, and 

performance. 

What is on the new report 

card? 
 

Students are evaluated on the standards 

listed in each content area, based on 

quarterly expectations. By providing more 

specific descriptions of the learning 

expectations and evaluating students on 

each standard, students and parents can 

see where performance excels and where 

it needs to improve. 
 

In grade 4, students will receive a letter 

grade for each subject based on their 

proficiency in meeting the standards 

during that quarter. Students will 

continue to receive a standards-based 

mark (M=meets standards, N=needs 

improvement) for standards within the 

subject. 
 

Student effort and assignment completion 

are reported separately in each content 

area and are not reflected in the letter 

grade.  
 

Students are evaluated on their work 

habits and social skills. 

An introduction to standards-based report cards 


