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Meeting Minutes 

 
The Board of Education of Unified School District No. 265, Sedgwick County, Goddard, Kansas, met at 
7:00 p.m., on Monday, March 4th, 2019, for a regularly scheduled meeting in the Board of Education 
Room of the USD 265 Central Administration Center.  BOE members present in the Board of Education 
Room: Mr. Mark Richards, Ms. Ruth Wood, Mrs. Jenny Simmons, and Mr. Bob Merritt. President Nicole 
Hawkins, Vice-President Kevin McWhorter, and Ms. Sara McDonald were absent.  Also present in the 
Board of Education Room: Dr. Justin B. Henry, Superintendent; Dr. Julie Cannizzo, Assistant 
Superintendent; Mr. Jeff Hersh, Assistant Superintendent; Mr. Doug Maxwell, Finance Director; Mr. John 
Robb, Board Attorney; and Mr. Dane Baxa, Clerk of the Board.    
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
Mr. Mark Richards called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
1.1  Flag Salute 
 
The Flag Salute was led by students from Eisenhower Middle School.   
 
1.2  USD 265 Mission Statement 
 
Mr. Mark Richards read the USD 265 Mission Statement, “The mission of Goddard School District, USD 
265 is to educate all students for lifelong success.” 
 
1.3  District Attitude Awards 
 
Mr. Jeff Hersh presented District Attitude Awards to the following individuals:  
 
Brent Henry, Student at EMS, was nominated by Principal Jerry Longabaugh.  His nominator wrote, 
“Congratulations to Eisenhower Middle School 7th grader Brent Henry for being recognized as the 
overall winner of the Kansas League of Municipalities “If I Were Mayor” memo contest.  Brent is the son 
of Dr. Justin and Mandy Henry.  Over 450 7th grade students from 25 schools and 23 cities submitted 
memos to the League of Kansas Municipalities.  There were six regional winners from around the state 
and Brent was selected as the overall winner. Brent along with his English teacher Brandy Lane were 
recognized at a special ceremony on Wednesday, January 23, 2019 in Topeka.  
 
Brent began his day at the Kansas State Capitol building.  Senator Dan Kerschen recognized Brent with a 
plaque from the Kansas Senate.  Senator Kerschen provided Brent with the opportunity to meet with 
Governor Laura Kelley and Lieutenant Governor Lynn Rogers.  He also gave Brent a tour of the Senate 



Chambers.  Brent also met with Representative Joe Seiwert.  Rep. Seiwert recognized Brent with a 
second plaque in his office. 
 
Brent’s day finished up with lunch and an awards ceremony sponsored by the League of Kansas 
Municipalities.  Brent received a cash award of $250, a plaque, and was invited to read his essay to 
members of the Kansas Mayors Association.  Congratulations to Brent Henry for winning this state-wide 
competition.  We are very proud of Brent for this major accomplishment and award.” 
 
Justin Henry, Superintendent of Schools, was nominated by Mr. Rick Kilmer.  His nominator wrote, “I 
was attending a high school basketball game at EHS during one of the recent ice storms.  At the 
conclusion of the game I left the gym and upon arriving at my car we found it covered in snow and ice.  
Dr. Henry was parked next to me, and was cleaning off his vehicle.  He immediately stopped working on 
his car and cleaned the windshields on my car.  This made my day!  I was impressed that our 
Superintendent of Schools would do this for an, “old guy.””  
 
Carolyn Mason, Classroom Teacher at EHS, was nominated by Principal Dr. Christie Meyer.  Her 
nominator wrote, “Carolyn received both her Bachelor’s Degree and Master’s Degree in Counseling from 
Fort Hays State University.  Upon graduating, Carolyn began her teaching career in Hoisington, Kansas 
where she taught for 10 years.  Carolyn was then hired to teach math in Andale, and hired in 2001 to 
teach Math in the Goddard Public Schools.   
 
In the many years that I have worked with Carolyn Mason, I have heard time and time again about what 
an amazing teacher she is.  Students, teachers, and colleagues alike all rave about her ability to motivate 
and teach young people, even when they are faced with very difficult math classes like Calculus and 
Trigonometry.  As I knew Carolyn was nearing retirement, I attempted to capture her “secrets” to share 
with other teachers.  Alas, there is no one magic component to Carolyn’s  teaching, but I can tell you 
that I was able to witness a delicate balance every time I was in her room; she was compassionate and 
caring while at the same time enforcing an expectation that students give her (and themselves) their 
best at all times.  She will be dearly missed at Eisenhower High School, but we wish her the best in her 
retirement as she is able to spend more time with her family.  
 
Carolyn is retiring after 30 years as a professional educator, and plans to travel, relax, and spend time 
with her new grandson. Carolyn has been a positive influence on thousands of students during her 30 
years in education, and will be missed by many.  We wish Carolyn the best as she enters retirement.” 
 
Leslie Bates, Classroom Teacher at GHS, was nominated by Principal Doug Bridwell. Her nominator 
wrote, “Leslie Bates is retiring after 35 years of teaching.  Mrs. Bates began teaching in 1981 at Norton 
Community High School in Norton KS.  She then moved to Wichita KS. While a graduate WSU assistant 
track coach, she earned her master’s degree in school guidance counseling.  After earning her master 
degree, Mrs. Bates went on to teach at Chaparral High School one year, Clearwater Middle School for 16 
years, Conway Springs High School for 4 years, Mulvane High School for 4 years and has spent the past 8 
years at Goddard High School.   
 
Mrs. Bates also coached basketball and track throughout her career, but track was her biggest passion.  
During her first year of coaching, the Norton Girls track team won a state title, and then in 2005 Leslie 
was on the staff that coached the Clearwater boys to a state title in track.  Leslies states “Watching 
athletes achieve their goals and perform their best was always the most rewarding for me.  I want to 
thank the Goddard district for the opportunity to both coach and teach here in the Goddard district.  It 



has been a pleasure to learn, grow, and work for administrators who care about both the students and 
their teachers. 
 
Leslie is a champion of student learning, and fosters a love of learning for students of all academic levels. 
The work she has done to build the Read 180 intervention class has been outstanding. Students are 
provided with the tools of success and the support to ensure they reach their potential. Leslie has made 
a long lasting impact on students, families, and colleagues. 
 
Leslie has touched the lives of thousands of students during her 35 years as a teacher and coach.  She 
has been a supporting colleague to her peers, and will be greatly missed.  We wish her the best as she 
enters the next phase of her life.”  
 
Tish Dimick, Classroom Teacher at GHS, was nominated by Principal Doug Bridwell.  Her nominator 
wrote, “Tish began her career in education in 1984 when she was hired to teach “Home Economics” at 
Goddard Middle School.  In 1991 Tish transferred to Goddard High school where she taught Home 
Economics for former GHS principal Dean Plagge.  
 
During her 35 years as a Goddard educator Tish has coached numerous sports, including, volleyball, 
Junior Varsity basketball, middle school basketball, and middle school and high school track. Tish had 
great success as a varsity volleyball coach, and many of her volleyball players received all-league, all- 
state, all-academic awards, team academic awards, and many went on to play volleyball at the college 
level.   Her 1999 GHS varsity volleyball team finished second in the state tournament.  During the 2003 
season, the Goddard volleyball program was recognized as 6A program of the year.  Tish finished her 
coaching career with over 100 career wins at the varsity level.  
 
Tish has worked hard to organize the annual “Pink Month” for the past 20 years.  Under her leadership 
this fundraiser has collected over $51,000 for breast cancer and cancer research. 
 
Tish is Goddard born and raised, and is ‘Goddard Blue through and through’. She exemplifies what it 
means to be a member of the Goddard community. Tish has dedicated her career to the Goddard 
Schools and served the students and community with great passion and dedication as a Teacher, Coach, 
and Colleague. Tish has positively impacted the lives of thousands of students, and has been a great 
teammate to her colleagues.  We wish Tish the best as she enters retirement.”   
 
1.4  Adopt Agenda 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Bob Merritt, second by Mrs. Jenny Simmons, to adopt the agenda as 
presented.  The motion carried 4-0. 
 
2.  Information from the Superintendent 
 
2.1  Dr. Justin B. Henry, Superintendent of Schools 
 
Dr. Henry, superintendent, gave an update on the progress of creating the 2020-2025 Strategic Plan. 
 
Mr. John Robb provided a legislative update. 
 
3.  Minutes 



 
3.1  Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Ruth Wood, second by Mr. Bob Merritt, to approve the BOE Meeting 
Minutes from the February 11, 2019 Regular Meeting and the February 25, 2019 State of the District 
Address as presented. The motion carried 4-0. 
 
4.  Presentations 
 
4.1  Special Education Update 
 
Dr. Henry provided an update on special education services offered to Goddard Public Schools students.  
 
5.  Consent Agenda 
 
5.1  Terminations, Resignations, and Retirements  
 
The following resignations have been received and are recommended for acceptance: 
Joe Blasi, EHS basketball head; Cliff Hartzog, EHS baseball head; Russell Fluty, EMS football assistant & 
basketball assistant; Chelcie Peavy, building engineer; Calah Mathews, transportation. 
 
The following retirements have been received and are recommended for acceptance: 
Carolyn Mason, EHS math; Leslie Greenwood, EMS nurse. 
 
5.2  Contracts and Letters of Employment 
 
19-20 teaching contracts will be presented for the following: 
Abigail Garcia, K-6 (location TBD); Alexa Heim, K-6 (location TBD); Lynne Duling, K-6 (location TBD); Janet 
Waters, GMS counselor. 
 
Contracts will be presented to the following: 
Clarence Respress, EMS track assistant; Russell Fluty, EHS baseball head; Cliff Hartzog, EHS baseball 
assistant. 
 
5.3  Staffing Request 
 
Add 3 FTE teachers for 2019-2020 (1 FTE HS Math between GHS and EHS; 1 FTE at EMS; 1 FTE at GMS).  
 
5.4  Director Work Agreements 
 
Offer updated work agreements to department directors for 2019-2020.   
 
Doug Maxwell – Finance 
Eileen Blick – Nutrition Services 
Dane Baxa – Community Relations and Goddard Education Foundation 
Ronny Lieurance – Police Department 
Craig Phelps – Maintenance 
 



Transportation and Technology pending at this time.  
 
5.5  Acceptance of Gifts and Grants 
 
Grant: SCKLS - EAR received $1,871.00 to be used for I-pads & a charging cart. 
 
Grant: SCKLS  - CHA received $538.00 to be used as needed in their library. 
 
Gift: EMS Booster Club - Donated $12,000.00 for the middle school athletics program. 
 
Gift: EHS Booster Club - Donated $28,000.00 to be used as needed. 
 
Gift: GHS Booster Club - Donated $22,600.00 to be used as needed. 
 
5.6  Course Proposals 
 
Approve the Negotiations Notice Letter to the Goddard Education Association as presented.  
 
5.7  Library Weeding 
 
Approve the list of items from the GHS library to be recycled or disposed of appropriately.  
 
5.8  Sunday Facility Use 
 
Approve the use of the District Conference Center on May 12, 2019.  
 
5.9  Property Waiver 
 
Approve the Release of Option to Purchase the land as described in the attachments.  
 
A motion was made by Ms. Ruth Wood, second by Mrs. Jenny Simmons, to approve consent agenda 
items as presented. The motion carried 4-0. 
 
6.  Monthly Business Report 
 
6.1  Approve Bills and Transfers 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Bob Merritt, second by Mrs. Jenny Simmons, to approve the bills and 
transfers in the amount of $2,149,760.72 as presented. The motion carried 4-0.  
 
6.2  Audit Engagement Letter 
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Jenny Simmons, second by Ms. Ruth Wood, to approve the three-year 
proposal as presented for Busby Ford Reimer to complete the District’s financial audit.  The motion 
carried 4-0.   
 
7. Adjournment  
 



The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 

 
______________________________________ 
Dane Baxa, Clerk of the Board, USD 265 BOE 
   
APPROVED: 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Mark Richards, USD 265 BOE Member 


