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CATEGORY 4 3 2 1

Prewriting Relevant topic is chosen 

and brainstormed 

effectively. An audience 

is chosen if applicable.

Relevant topic is chosen 

and is brainstormed, 

though more might be 

necessary. An audience 

is chosen.

The topic is somewhat 

relevant, though a 

stronger topic might be 

necessary.  

Brainstorming has been 

attempted.  An audience 

may or may not have 

been chosen.

A clear topic was not 

chosen and 

brainstorming was not 

done or with very little 

effort.  An audience was 

not chosen

Drafting Considerable effort is 

clear in rough draft.  

Brainstorming was 

clearly used.  Though 

the draft will require 

revision and editing, this 

is a great start.

Rough draft is 

completed and 

brainstorming was 

clearly used.  Though 

the draft will require 

revision and editing, this 

is a good start.

Rough draft seems 

mostly completed.  Ideas 

from brainstorming are 

not obvious in the draft, 

though the draft is still 

workable with revision 

and editing.

Draft is not completed.  

Ideas are so limited, that 

more brainstorming and 

idea gathering are 

necessary before draft is 

ready to revise and edit.

Revising Student effectively used 

the revision checklist 

and the help of a partner.  

Revision is obvious on 

draft and effort is clear.

Student clearly used the 

revision checklist and 

may have had a partner.  

Revision is obvious, 

though some areas could 

use a little more 

revision.

Student did use the 

revision checklist, 

though some areas do 

not indicate great effort. 

More revision is 

necessary.

Student did not use the 

revision checklist or did 

so minimally.  Revision 

is not evidenced on the 

draft and much more 

revision is necessary

Editing Student effectively used 

the editing checklist and 

the help of a partner.  

Editing is obvious on 

draft and effort is clear.

Student clearly used the 

editing checklist and 

may have had a partner.  

Editing is obvious, 

though some areas could 

use a little more editing.

Student did use the 

editing checklist, though 

some areas do not 

indicate great effort. 

More editing is 

necessary.

Student did not use the 

editing checklist or did 

so minimally.  Editing is 

not evidenced on the 

draft and much more 

editing is necessary

Publishing Student followed the 

guidelines effectively 

and created a neat, 

organized final product.

Student followed the 

guidelines and created a 

quality final product, 

though some areas could 

be more polished

Student followed most 

of the guidelines and 

some work needs to be 

done before it is 

polished.

Student did not follow 

the guidelines and the 

final product does not 

reflect student 

expectations.
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