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Meeting Minutes 

 
The Board of Education of Unified School District No. 265, Sedgwick County, Goddard, Kansas, met at 
7:00 p.m., on Monday, February 8th, 2016, for a regularly scheduled Board of Education meeting in the 
Board of Education Room of the USD 265 Central Administration Center.  BOE members present in the 
Board of Education Room: President Kevin McWhorter, Vice-President Ruth Wood, Ms. Sara McDonald, 
Mrs. Nicole Hawkins, Mr. Mark Richards, Mr. Bob Merritt, and Mr. Jamey Blubaugh.  Also present in the 
Board of Education Room: Dr. Justin B. Henry, Superintendent; Mr. Jeff Hersh, Assistant Superintendent; 
Dr. Julie Cannizzo, Assistant Superintendent; Mr. Doug Maxwell, Finance Director; Mr. John Robb, Board 
Attorney; and Mr. Dane Baxa, Clerk of the Board.    
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
President Kevin McWhorter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
1.1  Flag Salute 

 
Students from Amelia Earhart Elementary School led the flag salute.   
 
1.2  The Mission of USD 265 

 
President McWhorter read the mission statement of USD 265, “the mission of Goddard School District, 
USD 265 is to educate all students for lifelong success.” 
 
1.3  Attitude Awards 

 
Attitude awards were presented to the following individuals. 
 
Tristan Davis, Explorer Elementary School Nutrition Services, was nominated by Don Howell and 
Jennifer Schrader.  Her nominators said “since Tristan started this position last year, she has taken an 
active role in making our lunchroom a better place. In the past, we have dealt with some issues in our 
lunchroom. At the beginning of the year, she decided to make some changes. She came up with an 
incentive program that has transformed our entire lunchroom. She has worked hard to make our 
lunchroom a positive and inviting place. Children feel safe and cared for while they are there. She has 
built outstanding relationships with our students/staff and in turn they work hard to please her. Tristan 
notices when things may not be working and makes adjustments as needed. She always puts kids first 
and every child feels important. Kids know exactly what is expected out of them and her consistency has 
paid off. If she has a bad day, none of us ever know because she always wears a smile.”  
 



Ryan Bay, Challenger Intermediate School Student, was nominated by  Angie Mullen, Kyanne Obrock, 
and Carrie Thomas.  His nominators said “at Challenger this year we have been short on evening building 
maintenance people. Together, the teachers and students have pitched in to help by dumping trash and 
pencil sharpeners, stacking chairs and doing anything we can to help. Ryan Bay, a student in our class, 
has taken it upon himself to make sure that the trash is dumped and taken to the trash bin, the chairs 
are stacked, the floor is picked up and he even retrieves instruments for students who are late packing 
up. He doesn’t leave until the room looks better than he found it. He does anything and everything we 
ask of him. He provides a positive behavior example for the students and represents all the 
characteristics we would hope for our students. His family even supports him in his efforts by patiently 
waiting for him to finish every day. We are so proud of Ryan and thankful that he is in our class.” 
 
Kelly Mueller and Deanna Potterton, Oak Street Elementary School Building Engineers, were nominated 
by an Oak Street parent.  Their nominator said “from a parent of a high-risk student, thank you!! I will 
say that I was a little nervous putting my child in an older building. I have told the teacher about this, 
because he has gone almost 9 months with only one illness and has been sick every month his entire 
life! Please thank the custodial staff for doing a great job keeping the facility so clean! I know many 
people have played a role in the success of his health and others this year!” 
 
Ron March, Goddard Middle School Building Engineer, was nominated by Lisa Hogarth and Erik Semrad.  
The nominators wrote “this morning Ron arrived at 4:00 a.m. knowing he needed to get the parking lot 
and sidewalks ready for staff and students. He salted and re-salted the sidewalks as I am sure the other 
members of our wonderful maintenance crew did. However, Ron also sent a warning text to as many 
staff as he could that the parking lot was slick. Then he watched and waited as staff began to arrive and 
he met as many people at their vehicles that he could to help them across the slick ice and into the 
building. At one point he helped someone until he thought she was close enough to the door to safely 
make it in, then jogged across the grass to the north end of the building to help another person get in 
the kitchen door. It is worth noting he did all this after he took a fall getting out of his car that morning. 
 
This is just one example of the caring, hardworking attitude that Ron brings to the job every day. He is 
nominated almost monthly for our Staff of the Month and our Above and Beyond recognitions. And his 
efforts extend far beyond the GMS doors. He does not hesitate to help another building engineer or our 
maintenance department when asked.  He is a good man and an excellent role model for our students. 
We are so very fortunate that he is ours here at GMS and so appreciate all he does for us daily.” 
 
Erin Campbell, Oak Street Elementary School Teacher, was nominate by James Taylor, a parent of one of 
her students.  Mr. Taylor wrote “I'm writing to let you know about the generosity and sacrifices Erin 
Campbell has made over the last months as I've been deployed with the United States Air Force. 
Separation from family is always difficult. But Erin has gone above and beyond to insure that the entire 
Oak Street community provides great sensitivity to Edyn during this period. Close to a dozen times I've 
emailed Erin and asked, "Would you please pass along a message to Edyn" and she does it! Erin has sent 
correspondence in return from Edyn and she's even sent photos of Edyn at work or at play. Following 
the death of my mother, Edyn's Grandmother, Erin employed empathy with Edyn and provided a 
calming presence that helped lessen any anxieties Edyn might have. The entire class sent cards during 
the month of November. Those cards mean a great deal to our deployed members overseas. Erin also 
extended me the opportunity to speak with her class about my travels throughout multiple continents 
and countries. I spoke with her students for about 25 minutes one day about the places I've visited. They 
sat and listened with great respect. They asked great questions and made that day very therapeutic for 



my entire family who was still very much in the throes of grief following the loss of my mother. 
 
I am sure my family is not the only family who has benefited from the intentional care and consideration 
Erin gives so deliberately. If other students have been loved and nurtured even a fraction as much as 
Edyn has, I am positive that those students have benefited in profound ways. If you have an opportunity 
to thank or recognize Erin, please do. If you have a boss within the School District, please pass this email 
along. I would love for her story to be told. It really has meant the world to me. Some of my missions 
have not always guaranteed my safety. And a couple times before embarking I've sent Erin a note 
"Would you please tell Edyn that I love her?" It gave me comfort to know that while my baby girl is 
learning her reading, writing and arithmetic, Erin Campbell would take a moment, pull Edyn aside and 
deliver my message. I don't believe it gets much better than that!” 
 
Susan Hardesty, Goddard Middle School Librarian, was nominated by Lisa Hogarth for her 30+ years of 
service to public education.  Her nominator said, “when Susan’s husband was offered a job in Wichita in 
1983, she and her family settled in Goddard. She became a para-professional in what was then known as 
the Primary Learning Center from 1983 to 1984. Susan accepted a language arts position at Goddard 
Junior High the following year and has been there ever since, which is a testament to the people and 
sound ideals of the district.” 
 
In 2,000, she began working toward a master’s degree in library science at Emporia State, and after the 
former GMS librarian left, she assumed that role. Since coming to the Goddard district, Susan has seen 
the district grow from three buildings to eleven. Counting her experience in Perkins, she has worked 
under nine principals and five superintendents. Each one bringing new ideas and changes.  
 
She feels blessed to have had the opportunity to work in a district with such high standards and to have 
met such wonderful people, many who have become life-long friends. During her 33 years as a 
professional educator, Susan has positively impacted the lives of thousands of students! 
 
Curtis Conrad, Eisenhower High School Assistant Principal and Athletic Director, was nominated by Dr. 
Bill Kelley and Dr. Christie Meyer for his 30+ years of service to public education.   His nominators wrote 
“Curtis began his career in 1984 when he accepted a teaching position at Cheney High School and 
Cheney Middle School. Curtis taught math and coached three sports at Cheney HS/MS. After earning his 
Master’s Degree from Wichita State University Curtis accepted his first administrative job. In 1997 Curtis 
was hired as the Activities Director at Cheney HS/MS. During his tenure in Cheney, Curtis had a very 
successful career as the head football and track coach.  
 
In 2007 Curtis accepted a job with the Goddard School district as an Assistant Principal and Athletic 
Director at Goddard High School. In 2011 Curtis was a member of the team that opened Eisenhower 
High School. Curtis has also served as the KIAAA President during the 2014-2015 school year, and was 
named KIAAA District IV Athletic Director of the Year in 2011.  During his 32 year tenure as a 
professional educator, Curtis has positively impacted the lives of thousands of students.” 
 
1.4  Adopt Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Mark Richards, second by Mr. Jamey Blubaugh, to adopt the agenda as 
presented.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
2.  Information from the Superintendent 



 
Dr. Henry provided information to the BOE Members about the State of the District Address on 
Wednesday, Febraury 17th, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at Goddard Middle School. 
 
Dr. Henry and Dr. Cannizzo provided a summary review of the recent Big Cat Conference professional 
day for certified staff in the district on February 1st.   
 
Dr. Cannizzo invited BOE Members to attend the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Advisory Council 
Meeting on Tuesday, March 1st, from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. in the District Conference Center. 
 
Mr. John Robb, Board Attorney, provided a legislative update.   
 
Dr. Henry recognized President McWhorter for the recent debate he participated in at the Wichita 
Pachyderm Meeting on Friday, February 5th, 2016. 
 
Dr. Henry provided an update on information he had received after he and Prsident McWhorter visited 
with Sedgwick County Commissioner Karl Peterjohn about reducing the speed limit on Pawnee between 
199th and 135th.  President McWhorter stated that the County provided information about traffic 
accidents on that stretch of road during the past 5 years, but through their conversation, believed the 
County would not make a recommendation in the near future to reduce the speed limit during peak 
school related travel times.   
 
3.  Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Ruth Wood, second by Mr. Bob Merritt, to approve the January 11th, 2016 

BOE Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion carried 7-0. 

4.  Information, Reports, and Presentations 
 
4.1  Bond Refunding Proposal 
 
Mr. Doug Maxwell provided information on a proposal to refinance.  Charles Boully of George K Baum 
discussed that by refinancing principal amounts between $21,000,000 and $37,000,000 in current issued 
bonds that could save the district a present value savings between $1,400,000 and $2,800,000 over the 
course of the re-payment period.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Mark Richards, second by Ms. Ruth Wood to adopt the resolution 
authorizing the offering for sale of general obligation refunding bonds, series 2016, of Unified School 
District No. 265, Sedgwick County, Kansas (Goddard).  The motion carried 7-0.   
 
4.2 Early Childhood Program Update 
 
Dr. Henry provided information and a timeline of coordinating early childhood education programs in 
Goddard Public Schools.      
 
5.  Consent Agenda 
 
5.1  Terminations, Resignations, and Retirements 



 
The following resignations have been received and are recommended for acceptance:  
David Gardner, EHS science,  EMS assistant basketball and EHS assistant track & head volleyball; Amber 
Garcia, EHS art teacher; Kevin Shobe, GMS assistant volleyball; Lindsey Keller, GHS head volleyball; Jessie 
Valle, GMS yearbook sponsor; Pete Vang, GHS boys golf; Megan Rohling, EMS cheer; Brandie Latimer, 
EXP nutrition services para; Robyn Longhofer, security officer; Misty Brussow, EXP para; Annie Baldwin, 
OAK at-risk para. 
  
The following retirements have been received and are recommended for acceptance:  
Curtis Conrad, EHS assistant principal. 
 
5.2  Contracts and Letters of Employment 
 
Contracts will be presented for the following:   
Dr. Christie Meyer, 2016-17 EHS Principal; James Zimmer, GHS assistant boys golf; Rebecca Cole, EMS 
co-cheer. 
 
Letters of Employment will be presented for the following:  
Joy Vigilius, HS piano accompanist; Jake Rakestraw, Rodney Beach, Jordan Schultz & Cody Fasbender, 
building engineers; Brittany Merrell, nutrition services. 
 
5.3  2016-17 USD 265 Calendar 
 
Approve the 2016-17 school year calendar proposal that was a recommendation made by the 
Professional Advisory Committee and voted in favor of by a majority of the district staff.   
 
5.4  Director Work Agreements 
Offer updated work agreements to the following department directors for next year.   No compensation 
will be considered at this time.  
  
Doug Maxwell - Finance 
Eileen Blick - Nutrition Services 
Mitch Krueger - Technology 
Dane Baxa - Community Relations 
Craig Phelps - Maintenance 
Sam Houston - Transportation  
 
5.5  2016 Legislative Platform 
 
Approve the 2016 Legislative Platform.  No changes were made from the first read at the BOE Meeting 
from January 11th. 
 
5.6  Server Expansion 
 
Approve the proposed quote from the service center bid list for Avamar (backup solution) and storage 
expansion for the district vBlock in the amount of $15,926.31. 
 
5.7  Property and Casualty Insurance 



 
Approve the insurance renewal quotes that were first read at the BOE Meeting from January 11th.  
 
5.8  Capital Outlay Resolution 
 
Approve the proposed ‘Resolution to Levy Tax for Capital Outlay Fund’ with a 10 year term.  The 
resolution will be published in the Wichita Eagle once a week for two consecutive weeks as required by 
K.S.A. 72-8801. 
 
5.9  Novel Proposals 
 
Approve the following novels:  Eruption – Volcanoes and the Science of Saving Lives for Grade 6; and 
The Kids’ Guide to Money for Grade 5.  
 
5.10  Acceptance of Gifts and Grants 
 
Gift: Lynda Trussell - GHS wrestling received $850 to be used as needed. 
 Gift: CDS PTO - CDS received $2665.41 to be used as needed. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Ruth Wood, second by Mrs. Nicole Hawkins, to approve the consent agenda 
items as presented.  The motion carried 7-0.  
 
6. Monthly Business Report 
 
6.1  Approve Bills and Transfers 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Bob Merritt, second by Mr. Jamey Blubaugh, to pay the bills and transfers in 
the amount of $797,188.73.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
6.2 Transportation Proposal 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Bob Merritt, second by Ms. Sara McDonald, to give Mr. Maxwell the 
authority to go out for bid for up to 20 replacement buses.  The motion carried 7-0.   
 
7. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 

 
______________________________________ 
Dane Baxa, Clerk of the Board, USD 265 BOE 
 
APPROVED: 
 
______________________________________ 
Kevin McWhorter, President, USD 265 BOE 


