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Meeting Minutes 

 
The Board of Education of Unified School District No. 265, Sedgwick County, Goddard, Kansas, met at 
7:00 p.m., on Monday, February 10th, 2020, for a regularly scheduled meeting in the Board of Education 
Room of the USD 265 Central Administration Center.  BOE members present in the Board of Education 
Room: President Kevin McWhorter, Ms. Sara McDonald, Ms. Nicole Hawkins, Mrs. Jenny Simmons and 
Mrs. Gail Jamison. Vice-President Mark Richards and BOE Member Ms. Ruth Wood were absent. Also 
present in the Board of Education Room: Dr. Justin B. Henry, Superintendent; Dr. Julie Cannizzo, 
Assistant Superintendent; Mr. Jeff Hersh, Assistant Superintendent; Mr. Doug Maxwell, Finance 
Director; Mr. Jess Herbig, Executive Director; and Mr. Dane Baxa, Clerk of the Board.    
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
President Kevin McWhorter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
1.1  Flag Salute 
 
The Flag Salute was led by students from Discovery Intermediate School.   
 
1.2  USD 265 Mission Statement 
 
President Kevin McWhorter read the USD 265 Mission Statement, “The mission of Goddard School 
District, USD 265 is to educate all students for lifelong success.” 
 
Dr. Henry recognized Dr. Julie Cannizzo for being named the 2020 National Eduation Leader of the Year 
Award from Project Lead the Way.  
 
1.3  District Attitude Awards 
 
Mr. Jeff Hersh presented District Attitude Awards to the following individual: 
 
Noah Drager, 7th grade student at Eisenhower Middle School, was nominated by Jenny King-Reid and 
Jerry Longabaugh, EMS Administration.  
 
“I would like to nominate one of our students for what he did with a special needs student on the 
wrestling mat. When Maize South was here and again when we were there, Noah Drager, was 
scheduled to wrestle a student with Downs Syndrome. He didn't just go out and pin the kid. He let him 
put some moves on him and actually took the match into the second period when they were here to 
allow this student the opportunity to participate. I received a text message from Shane Paulus, MSMS 
AD, that Noah had once again demonstrated patience and poise wrestling this student. Coach Easum 



knows the parents of the MS student and they were so pleased with how Noah took the mat with their 
son. He is new to EMS this year and came to us from Maize South. Super proud TIGER moment!” 
 
Derek Fisher, maintenance and technology employee, was nominated by Sean Hollas and the Explorer 
E.S. Staff.  
 
“We recently had a department head meeting at Explorer and when I asked what information the team 
had for me, someone brought up Derek Fisher and wanted to acknowledge how pleasant and attentive 
he has been, and how much we appreciate all of the work he has done at Explorer.  As we were 
discussing Derek’s great work, several others chimed in and echoed what was said.   On behalf of our 
staff, we want to thank Derek for all of the support he has given us and the friendly and positive attitude 
he models when he is in the building.   We appreciate Derek!” 
 
Susan Smith, payroll employee, was nominated by Jeff Hersh.  
 
“I recently had the opportunity to witness a conversation that Susan Smith had with an employee who is 
experiencing a very difficult time in his life.  The kind, patient, caring and helpful manner in which Susan 
assisted one of our staff during a very traumatic time did not go unnoticed. As I was visiting with his 
daughter-in-law she expressed to me how appreciative she is for all that Susan has done for her mother 
and father in-law. We appreciate what Susan does for the employees of our district, and want to thank 
her for making a difference each day in the lives of our staff!” 
 
Teresa Reiter-Guebert, 6th grade teacher at Challenger I.S., was nominated by Craig Ryan.  
 
Teresa Reiter-Guebert is completing her 37th year of teaching.  Over the course of the last four decades 
she has witnessed and embraced many changes.   
 
Teresa received her bachelor’s degree from UMKC in August of 1982 and her master’s degree from 
Baker University in 2008.  She began her career as a teacher during the 1982-83 school year in a small 
school district in the north central Missouri town of Meadville, where she earned the “huge” salary of 
$4,700.  Teresa was lucky to continue her career in the Chillicothe, Mo school district for the next eleven 
years where she taught 1st grade and 4th grade.   Teresa and her family relocated to Kansas in the 
summer of 1994.   She made several visits to the school districts in the area before deciding where she 
wanted to live and raise her family.  Goddard was number one on her list because she felt like, even 
though it was a growing district, the small town atmosphere was apparent. Teresa shared. “I am proud 
to say that Tyler and Nicole flourished and were able to go on to become successful adults partly 
because of the education they received in our district.” 
 
Teresa taught first grade for one year at Nelson Elementary in the Haysville district before accepting a 
fourth grade position at CDS in 1995.  During her tenure in Goddard, Teresa taught fourth grade and 6th 
grade.  Some of the highlights of her career included being named the GEA teacher of the year in 2008 
and earning the Golden Apple Award during the 2012-2013 school year.   
 
Teresa stated, “The teachers and students that I have had the opportunity to work with through the 
years have impacted me in so many ways.  There have been many great things to be proud of in our 
district and I hope that as it continues to grow that the students’ needs will always be number one.  One 
of the things I am proudest of is being able to work with the inclusion students and teachers in my 



classroom.  This came at a time when I could have easily become complacent.  I believe that working 
with the inclusion students made me a better educator and person.”   
 
During her retirement Teresa plans to continue to be a part of the Goddard family by substituting and 
volunteering in classrooms.  She said, “I am training my puppy, Sadie, to be a therapy dog after my 
retirement and hope to bring her to the classrooms to help those students that thrive with exposure to a 
pet. Once again, retirement was not an easy decision.  I thank the administration and school board for 
their support and I will miss working with the students and collaborating with the teachers on a daily 
basis.” 
 
During her 37 years as an educator, Teresa has touched the lives of thousands of students, parents, as 
well as her colleagues, and will be greatly missed by all. We wish Teresa the best as she transitions to 
the next phase of her life!” 
 
Susan Burford, 4th grade teacher at Earhart E.S., was nominated by Tracy Giddens. 
 
Susan states, “How many remember mimo copiers?  You cranked the machine by hand to get a copy, 
and the papers had to dry before handing out to your students.  Phones in the classroom were unheard 
of, let alone an intercom system.” 
 
At 22, Susan began her first year teaching position when she accepted a job to teach 4th grade in 
Conway Springs, Ks. While at Conway Springs she also taught a combination room of 4th/5th graders 
and 5th/6th graders. She also taught middle school math. 
 
Susan shared, “In 1985, I was blessed to get a job in Goddard where I taught kindergarten for 11 years.  
Teaching kindergarten was amazing as I had the opportunity to see the leaps and bounds these children 
achieved.  One starts with nonreaders and watches these youngsters turn into readers.” 
 
Susan has taught 4th grade for the past 23 years.  Susan expressed, “My greatest joy teaching 4th grade 
is reading the great literature books, getting children excited for the next chapter, and changing their 
attitudes towards reading.  It has been a blessing to teach 4th grade for the last 23 years.  I will truly 
miss engaging with these young people.” 
 
Susan shared, “Fortunately, I have been blessed to have a wonderful teaching career!”  We most 
certainly agree with this statement as Susan has been a great member of the Goddard Public Schools 
family, and has impacted the lives of thousands of students.  She has been a team player during her 
tenure, and will be greatly missed by all members of the community.  We wish Susan the best as she 
enters retirement!” 
 
1.4  Adopt Agenda 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Nicole Hawkins, second by Mrs. Jenny Simmons, to adopt the agenda as 
presented.  The motion carried 5-0. 
 
2.  Information from the Superintendent 
 
2.1  Dr. Justin B. Henry, Superintendent of Schools 
 



Dr. Justin B. Henry reminded BOE Members of the upcoming State of the District Address, rescheduled 
CTE Advisory Committee Meeting for February 12, upcoming IBB timeline, and discussed the SPED 
position search process. 
 
Dr. Henry described the need for the new high school science position being considered for future 
action.  
 
Mr. John Robb provided a legislative update. 
 
3.  Minutes 
 
3.1  Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Nicole Hawkins, second by Mrs. Jenny Simmons, to approve the BOE 
Meeting Minutes from the January 13th, 2020 Regular BOE Meeting as presented.  The motion carried 5-
0. 
 
4.  Information, Presentations, and Reports 
 
4.1  POD MOU 
 
Mr. Hersh provided information on the Mass Prophylaxis Dispensing Hybrid Points of Dispensing (POD): 
Goddard Public Schools Partnership with City of Goddard and Sedgwick County Emergency 
Management.  
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Gail Jamison, second by Mrs. Nicole Hawkins, to enter into the POD MOU as 
presented with Goddard High School serving as the POD site, and pending final approval from John Robb 
on the contract.  The motion carried 5-0.  
 
4.2  Insurance Renewal 
 
Mr. Maxwell provided an update on the renewal options for property and causaulty insurance renewals.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Kevin McWhorter, second by Mrs. Gail Jamison, to authorize Mr. Maxwell to 
execute the most competitive property insurance price negotiated.  The motion carried 5-0. 
 
4.3  Long Range Plan Update 
 
Dr. Henry provided an update on the RFP timeline and review process.   
 
5.  Consent Agenda 
 
5.1  Terminations, Resignations and Retirements 
 
The following resignations have been received and are recommended for acceptance:  
Lynne Duling, CHA 5th grade;  Brayden Byrd, EMS track assistant; Chris LeFevre, GMS boys & girls tennis 
head; Fred Jamison, GMS boys & girls tennis assistant; Krista Herrera, GMS secretary II/registrar; 
Raymond Winter, maintenance.  



 
The following retirements have been received and are recommended for acceptance:   
Susan Burford, EAR 4th grade;  Teresa Reiter-Guebert, CHA 6th grade; Brenda Haas, GHS secretary. 
 
5.2  Contracts and Letters of Employment 
 
Early Hire Teaching Contracts:   
Lisa Fouts, (returning), location and grade TBD.  
 
Contracts will be presented for the following:  
Bailey Brown & Chris Smith, EMS track assistant; Chris LeFevre, GHS boys & girls tennis head. Bill Shaw, 
EHS baseball assistant; Bonnie Saunders, EAR SpEd department head; Sara Hanson, CDS SpEd 
department head; Jenna Holder, APO SpEd department head; Sara Read, GMS SpEd department head; 
Kyanne O'Brock, CHA SpEd department head; Megan Rohling, EMS SpEd department head;  Stephanie 
Brown, GHS SpEd department head; Kris Warnke, EHS SpEd department head; Darrin Downing, EXP SpEd 
department head; Ann Millar, OAK SpEd department head.  
 
Letters of Employment will be presented for the following:   
Mason Wagner, maintenance; Heather Miller, Brock Ricke, Edward Dilley, Joshua Standley, Jan Karr & 
James Iles, transportation; Sabrije Lloyd, Noemi DeLaRosa & Neta Flinn, nutrition services. 
 
Approve the addition of 1.0 FTE classroom teaching position to GMS.  
 
5.3  Leadership Team Licensed Contracts / Work Agreements 
 
Approve the following staff members contracts and work agreements: 
 
Licensed Administrative Staff Contract Roll Overs. Principals, Assistant Principals, Exec Director of 
Instructional Supports (no compensation considerations at this time). 
 
Executive Director of Instructional Supports (2 Year Roll Over) — Jess Herbig  
 
Principals (2 Year Roll Over): 
 
Doug Bridwell, Lisa Hogarth, Sean Hollas, Ryan Jilka, Jerry Longabaugh, Scott May, Ashley Miller, Tracy 
Giddens, Christie Meyer, Matt Cavanaugh, Craig Ryan, and Brian Gee. 
 
Assistant Principals (1 Year Contracts): 
 
Eric Armstrong, Brian Buchanan, Susan Perkins, Travis Rink, Jennifer King-Reid and Erik Semrad.  
 
Offer updated work agreements to department directors for next year (no compensation considerations 
at this time):  
 
Doug Maxwell - Finance 
Christine Maxwell - Nutrition Services 
Jason Soupene- Technology 
Dane Baxa - Community Relations & GEF 



Ronny Lieurance - PD 
Craig Phelps - Maintenance 
Tammy Craytor- Transportation 
 
5.4  2020-2021 USD 265 Calendar 
 
Approve the Option 2 Calendar for 2020-2021 School Year as presented. 
 
5.5  Course Proposals 
 
Approve the recommended course proposals as presented to the BOE on January 13th, 2020.  
 
5.6  Facility Use 
 
Approve the Sunday use for upcoming MAYB tournaments this summer including June 14 and August 2. 
 
5.7  Gifts and Grants 
 
Approve the following Grant from the American Society of Civil Engineers as presented.  
 
Grant: American Society of Civil Engineers - $1275.00 total:  Denise Archer received $875 & Grant 
Ratzlaff received $400.   
  
A motion was made by Ms. Nicole Hawkins, second by Ms. Sara McDonald, to approve consent agenda 
items as presented.  The motion carried 5-0.  
 
6.  Monthly Business Report 
 
6.1  Approve Bills and Transfers 
 
Mr. Maxwell gave a financial report.   
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Jenny Simmons, second by Ms. Nicole Hawkins, to approve the monthly bills 
and transfers in the amount of $1,902,869.31 as presented.  The motion carried 5-0.  
 
6.2  2020-2021 School Fees 
 
Mr. Maxwell provided a first read on the proposed 2020-2021 school year fees.  
 
7.  Adjournment  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by  

 
______________________________________ 
Dane Baxa, Clerk of the Board, USD 265 BOE 



   
APPROVED: 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Kevin McWhorter, President, USD 265 BOE 


