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Together We’re Better! 
 

The conditions surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic are continually evolving, and New Boston ISD’s Safe Return-to-
School plans will be constantly evaluated to adapt to the continuing trends of the COVID-19 virus, especially in the City 
of New Boston and Bowie County.  To receive an alternative format of these plans, please contact Patty Green at 
pgreen@nbschools.net. 

Please know that New Boston ISD will follow recommendations for school opening and operation from the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), as well as state and local health officials. Circumstances related to COVID-19 may change 
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 Health and Safety Measures 

  
Infection Control Measures 
• Staff have the option to wear face coverings when they cannot maintain social distance. Face coverings 

include cloth masks, gaiters, face shields or anything else that provides covering over the nose and 
mouth. 

o Schools will abide by any Governor Order regarding face coverings  
o Students have the option to wear face coverings when they cannot maintain social distance, as 

well. Face coverings include cloth masks, gaiters, face shields or anything else that provides 
covering over the nose and mouth. All face coverings should meet the student dress code. 

o Students taking Dual Credit courses from Texarkana College will be required to follow the rules 
and procedures of the college.  

o Water stations will be available for filling water bottles.   
• Students and staff are encouraged to provide their own personal protective equipment (PPE). PPE will 

be provided as needed to staff and students.  New Boston ISD will provide a face shield to all teachers. 
• Hand sanitizer will be available in entrances and throughout common spaces 
• Staff will be expected to regularly wash or sanitize hands. 
• Students will receive instruction on effective hand-washing. Elementary students will wash hands or 

use hand sanitizer before eating, following restroom breaks and after recess. All secondary students 
will be encouraged to wash their hands or use hand sanitizer regularly. 

• Students, staff, and visitors will be encouraged to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, and if not 
available, covered in their elbows. Used tissues should be thrown in the trash.  Hands should be 
washed immediately with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or hand sanitizer should be used.  

  
Health Screenings 
• Staff will self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms before coming onto campus each day 
• Parents/guardians are expected to screen their students for COVID-19 symptoms each day prior to 

sending their students to school 
• Teachers will monitor students and refer to the nurse if symptoms are present 
• Visitors are required to complete health screening to determine if they have any COVID-19 symptoms 

or have come into close contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19 upon entry into 
the building (see Visitor section for more information) 

 
 
Campus Operations 
• Hand sanitizer will be available in entrances, and throughout common spaces 
• Campuses will review options to reduce large group gatherings at the start and end of the day as well 

as other events 
• Restrooms will continue to be disinfected daily/Classrooms will have surfaces disinfected regularly 
• Plexiglass will be installed in high-traffic public areas (reception desks, cafeteria cashiers, etc.) 
• Classroom doors will be propped open during transitions to reduce high-touch areas 
• Where possible, one-way traffic throughout campus corridors will be established 



• Campuses will develop schedules and protocols for the use of common areas (labs, flexible spaces, 
libraries, conference rooms, etc.), including how to sanitize between use. Hand sanitizer will be 
available in all common areas. 

• Procedures and protocols will be put into place to address locker rooms. Protocols will be in place for 
disinfecting equipment, students changing clothes, students showering, distancing of students, etc. 

 
Learning Environments 
• Desks and tables will be arranged to maximize space between students 
• Staff will have access to disinfectant wipes and/or disinfecting spray to sanitize high-touch and working 

surfaces and shared objects regularly. 
• Staff will limit the use of shared supplies where possible. 

o All students (K-12) will be issued an individual device to reduce sharing of devices 
• The use of outdoor space for learning will be considered when possible.  

 
Breakfast / Lunch 
• Cafeteria staff will be encouraged to wear face coverings and gloves  
• Sanitizing and hand washing practices in all areas of the kitchen and serving area will occur 
• Students will be encouraged not to share food or drink 
• Condiments and pre-wrapped silverware to be included with all meals 
• “Grab and go” meals for breakfast may be utilized to lower numbers in the cafeterias 
• Lunch tables will be spread out across cafeterias and other areas to maximize space between groups 
• The use of outside lunch tables will be used when possible. 
• Meals will be in disposable packaging 
• All tables will be sanitized between lunches 

  
Transportation 
• Ridership will remain at typical district capacity 
• Students will be assigned seats, and a seating chart will be maintained by the bus driver.  Family units 

will sit together. Students will be spread out as much as possible.  
• All buses will have hand sanitizer dispensers placed in the stairwells for use when loading/unloading 
• All buses will be sanitized and wiped down regularly. 

   
Visitors 
• Visitors will be restricted for those essential to school operations. Parents will not be allowed to eat 

lunch at the school until further notice. 
• All visitors who enter the building are encouraged to wear a face covering. 
• Campuses will utilize virtual meeting options to limit campus visitors when possible 
• Any visitor must comply with the following: 

o Visitors required to complete health screening to determine if they have any COVID-19 
symptoms or have come into close contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-
19 upon entry into the building 

 
 



 

Isolation Procedures Related to COVID-19 
• Students or staff who test positive for COVID-19 should contact the school and will be required to self-

quarantine for 5 days and must meet the Return to School Criteria. 
• If a student has displayed symptoms of COVID-19, the school nurse will provide a clinical assessment to 

determine if and when a student needs to be sent home 
• Staff members displaying COVID-19 symptoms will follow district protocols including isolation from 

students and other staff members until they meet the Return to School Criteria. 
     

Definition of COVID-19 Symptoms   
       In evaluating whether an individual has symptoms consistent with COVID-19, individuals will be asked if         
       they have recently begun experiencing any of the following in a way that is not normal for them:  

• Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit 
• Loss of taste or smell 
• Cough 
• Difficulty breathing 
• Shortness of breath 
• Headache 
• Chills 
• Sore throat 
• Shaking or exaggerated shivering 
• Significant muscle pain or ache 
• Diarrhea 

 
 
  Instructional Delivery Models 
 

Providing a high-quality education through two instructional delivery models: 
 
In-Person Learning 
• Available for students in Prekindergarten through Grade 12 
• Students will attend school on a regular instructional schedule and will engage in face-to face learning 

on campus all day, every day 
• Implementation of preventive safety measures 
• Extra-curricular activities 

 
  
      Technology 

• All K-12 students can check out a device for the 2022-23 school year  
• Internet Hotspots will be available to students who have no internet access as available by the 

technology department. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
  Social Emotional and Mental Health Support Systems 
 

Addressing the mental health and social-emotional development of all students, staff and community by 
following best practices in the areas of: 
• School-based mental health services 
• Behavioral support systems 
• Family engagement and support practices 
• Staff supports 
• Other key systems and supports 

 

Social Emotional Learning 
• Social Emotional Learning lessons and activities to support students related to COVID-19 experiences, 

trauma, and school closure will be developed for all campuses 
• Counseling support will be accessible to both In-Person and At-Home learners 

 
Family Support 
• Families will be provided information on how to access resources for mental health and wellness 

 
 
 

 Parent Communication 
 

Providing families with clear and concise communication through the following outbound channels: 
• Email /Text Messages 
• Social Media 
• Website 
• District Newsletters 

  
 

Communication Tools and Channels 
• Parents will receive emails from New Boston ISD, sent through the SKYWARD messenger 

system.  Please make sure you sign up for these e-mail notifications. 
• Information about Back to School 2022 will be posted on the New Boston ISD website, FACEBOOK 

page, and via email.  The information will include: 
o Health and safety protocols 
o Information on both in-person and at-home learning 
o A list of frequently asked questions 

• Campuses will share campus-specific information with parents via email, newsletters, and other 
campus communication tools 

• Regular updates will be posted on New Boston ISD’s social media channels (Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter). 



 
The original plan was drafted on May 26, 2021 and posted to the LEA website.  Every six months, New 
Boston ISD will review this plan in accordance with the latest guidance from the CDC, state and local 
governments.  If revisions are needed to the plan, public input will be solicited and stakeholders will be 
meaningfully consulted.  This is the latest revision as reviewed on October 19, 2022. The revised version of 
the plan will then be posted on the website. 
 
If you have difficulty accessing the information in this plan because of a disability, please e-mail Patty Green 
at pgreen@nbschools.net or call 903-628-2521. 
 

mailto:pgreen@nbschools.net

