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 NEW BOSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

DYSLEXIA – ASSOCIATED TERMS 

 
ACCELERATED READING INSTRUCTION: Intensified, research-based, reading instruction that addresses the 
student’s reading needs that were determined by the K-2 Reading Instruments (TEC §28.006).  This 
intensive research-based instruction is provided for students determined to be at risk for dyslexia or 
other reading difficulties.  The district or charter school determines the form, content, and timing of the 
intensive instruction that is designed to meet students’ needs (e.g., instruction in phonemic awareness, 
alphabetic principle, word analysis strategies, fluency, and/or reading comprehension).   
 
ACCOMMODATION:  Changing or altering the learning environment, materials, delivery method, or 
response mode.  Modifications/changes should not be made to the state curriculum standards known as 
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). 
 
ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR:  The effectiveness with which the student meets the standards of personal 
independence and social responsibility expected of his or her age and cultural group. 
 
ALPHABETIC PRINCIPLE:  The understanding that the sequence of letters in written words represents the 
sequence of sounds (or phonemes) in spoken words. 
 
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY:  Any item, place of equipment, or product system, whether acquired 
commercially, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional 
capabilities of a child with a disability (IDEA).  Assistive technology does not include a medical device 
that is surgically implanted or the  replacement of such device (34 C.F.R. §300.5). 
 
AT-RISK FOR DYSLEXIA:  A term used to describe students who are not making adequate progress in the 
areas of reading and/or reading development but who have not yet been identified as students with 
dyslexia.  The students considered at risk are at the pre-identification level.  These students must be 
provided accelerated reading instruction (intensive, research-based instruction that addresses the 
reading needs of the student). 
 
CHILD FIND:  A school district’s system for identifying, locating, and evaluating individuals with disabilities 
(birth through 21 years of age) who reside in its jurisdiction and who may need special education and 
related services. 
 
COGNATE:  A word in one language that looks and means the same as a word in another language [family 
(English)/familia (Spanish)/familia (Portugese)/famiglia (Italian)/famille (French)/familia 
(Catalan)/familie (Romanian)]. 
 
CROSS-LINGUISTIC:  Relates to the comparison of different languages and the influence that knowledge of 
one language has on an individual’s learning or use of another language. 
 
DATA-BASED DECISION MAKING:  An ongoing process of collecting and analyzing formal and informal data 
(e.g., demographic, progress-monitoring, assessment, etc.) in order to guide educational decisions for a 
student. 
   
DEVELOPMENTAL AUDITORY IMPERCEPTION:  The inability to receive and understand sounds and words. 
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DEVELOPMENTAL DYSGRAPHIA:  An inability to write legibly.  This may or may not occur in addition to other 
difficulties in written language.  Visual-motor coordination skills are frequently within the average range 
and are not the primary cause of dysgraphia. 
 
DEVELOPMENTAL SPELLING DISORDER:  Significant difficulty learning to spell.  This occurs in the absence of 
reading or other written language difficulties. 
 
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION:  A process used to recognize students’ varying background knowledge, 
readiness, language, preferences in learning, and interests.  Differentiated instruction is a process to 
approach teaching and learning for students of differing abilities in the same class.   The intent of 
differentiating instruction is to maximize each student’s growth and individual success by meeting each 
student where he or she is and assisting in the learning process. 
 
DOMINANT LANGUAGE:  The language of an individual that is strongest and most developed. 
 
DYSLEXIA:  A specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin.  It is characterized by difficulties 
with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities.  These 
difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological component of language that is often 
unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction.  
Secondary consequences may include problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading 
experience that can impede growth of vocabulary and background knowledge (International Dyslexia 
Association, 2002). 
 
DYSPHASIA:  A delay in the development of comprehension and/or expression of oral language; terms 
commonly used to describe this condition include “developmental language disorder” and “specific 
language impairment.” 
 
EVALUATION:  The use of multiple methods in evaluating a variety of data to guide establishment of 
appropriate interventions.  For the identification of a student with dyslexia, the data for evaluation 
should include the teacher’s observations, the developmental and academic history of the student, the 
results of a variety of reading assessments, and all other information relevant to the identification of 
dyslexia. 
 
EVIDENCE-BASED READING INSTRUCTION:  “An activity, strategy, or intervention that – 

 Demonstrates a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes or other relevant 
outcomes based on (1) strong evidence from at least 1 well-designed and well-implemented 
experimental study; (2) moderate evidence from at least 1 well-designed and well-implemented 
quasi-experimental study; or (3) promising evidence from at least 1 well-designed and well-
implemented correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias; or 

 (1) Demonstrates a rationale based on high quality research findings or positive evaluation that 
such activity, strategy, or intervention is likely to improve student outcomes or other relevant 
outcomes; and (2) includes ongoing efforts to examine the effects of such activity, strategy, or 
intervention.”  (ESSA, 2015, pp. 388-389). 
 

EXPLICIT, DIRECT INSTRUCTION:  Instruction that is systematic (structured), sequential, and cumulative.  
Instruction is organized and presented in a way that follows a logical sequential plan, fits the nature of 
language (alphabetic principle) with no assumption of prior skills or language knowledge, and maximizes 
student engagement. 
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FIDELITY OF IMPLEMENTATION:  The commitment to implement a program, practice, or service as the 
designers or developers of the program intended. 
 
FREE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION (FAPE):  An educational right of a child with disabilities in the United 
States to be provided with an education, including specialized instruction and related services, that 
prepares the child for further education, employment, and independent living.  In 1975, Congress 
passed Public Law 94-142, also known as the Education for All Handicapped Children Act, which defined 
and outlined that all public schools should provide all students with a free appropriate public education 
at public expense without additional charges to parents or students and must be under public 
supervision and be appropriate for the child’s needs. 
 
FLUENCY:  The ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression.  Fluency is one of several 
critical factors necessary for reading comprehension. 
 
GRAPHOPHONEMIC KNOWLEDGE (PHONICS) INSTRUCTION:  Instruction that takes advantage of the letter sound 
plan in which words that carry meaning are made of sounds, and sounds are written with letters in the 
right order.  Students with this understanding can blend sounds associated with letters into words and 
can separate words into component sounds for spelling and writing. 
 
INDIVIDUALIZED INSTRUCTION:  Instruction that meets the specific learning needs of an individual student.  
Materials and methods are matched to each student’s individual ability level. 
 
INTERVENTION:  A change in instruction in the area of learning difficulty to improve performance and 
achieve adequate progress. 
 
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY:  The level of skill in a language.  Language proficiency is composed of oral 
(listening and speaking) and written (reading and writing) components as well as academic and non-
academic language. 
 
LANGUAGE STRUCTURE INSTRUCTION:  Instruction that encompasses morphology, semantics, syntax, and 
pragmatics. 
 
LINGUISTIC INSTRUCTION:  Instruction that is directed toward proficiency and fluency with patterns of 
language so that words and sentences are the carriers of meaning.   
 
MEANING-BASED INSTRUCTION:  Instruction that is directed toward purposeful reading and writing, with an 
emphasis on comprehension and composition. 
 
MORPHEME:  A meaningful linguistic unit that cannot be divided into smaller meaningful elements, as the 
word book.  A morpheme is also a component of a word, as “s” in books. 
 
MORPHOLOGY:  The study of the structure and form of words in a language, including inflection, 
derivation, and the formation of compounds.  Knowledge of morphemes facilitates decoding, spelling, 
and vocabulary development. 
 
MORPHOSYLLABIC WRITING SYSTEMS:  Writing systems composed of several thousand characters that are 
visually complex and each represents a morpheme not a phoneme.  An example of a morphosyllabic 
writing system is Japanese Kanji or Chinese Hanzi. 
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MULTISENSORY INSTRUCTION:  Instruction that incorporates the simultaneous use of two or more sensory 
pathways (auditory, visual, kinesthetic, tactile) during teacher presentation and student practice. 
 
ORTHOGRAPHIC AWARENESS:  The ability to perceive and manipulate aspects of a writing system and the 
visual aspects of reading and spelling, such as letters, letter patterns, and words. 
 
ORTHOGRAPHIC MEMORY:  The memory for letter patterns and words spellings. 
 
ORTHOGRAPHY:  The writing system of a language, including the spelling, punctuation, and capitalization 
rules. 
 
PHONEMIC AWARENESS:  The insight that spoken words can be conceived as a sequence of sounds; the 
ability to manipulate the sounds within words (e.g., segmenting or blending). 
 

PHONICS:  A method of teaching reading that helps students build understanding of sound symbol 
relationships and spelling patterns. 
 
PHONOLOGY:  The sound structure of speech and in particular the perception, representation, and 
production of speech sounds. 
 
PHONOLOGICAL MEMORY:  Passive short-term memory that briefly stores speech-based information in 
phonological form.   
 
PROGRESS MONITORING:  A scientifically based practice used to assess students’ academic progress and/or 
performance and evaluate the effectiveness of instruction.  Progress monitoring can be implemented 
with individual students or an entire class.  Progress monitoring is a quick (less than five minutes) probe 
that is done frequently (weekly or biweekly) in order to make instructional changes in a timely fashion. 
 
RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION FOR DYSLEXIA:  Recommendation by the teacher, district or charter 
school staff, and/or the parent or guardian that a student be evaluated for dyslexia.  Following the 
recommendation, the district or charter school must adhere to its written procedures and the 
procedures within the handbook. 
 
RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION:  A multistep, or tiered, approach to providing services and interventions at 
increasing levels of intensity to students who struggle with learning.  The progress students make at 
each stage of intervention is closely monitored.  Results of this monitoring are used to make decisions 
about the need for further research-based instruction and/or intervention in general education, in 
specialized instructional settings or both. 
 

SCIENTIFICALLY BASED RESEARCH:  The required standard in professional development and the foundation of 
academic instruction called for in the guidelines of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  
Under the ESEA definition, scientifically based research must meet the following criteria: 

 Employ systematic, empirical methods that draw on observation or experiment; 

 Involve rigorous data analyses that are adequate to test the stated hypotheses and justify the 
general conclusions; 

 Rely on measurements or observational methods that provide valid data across evaluators and 
observers, and across multiple measurements and observations; 

 Be accepted by a peer-reviewed journal or approved by a panel of independent experts through 
a comparatively rigorous, objective, and scientific review. 
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SEMETIC WRITING SYSTEM:  A writing system where each symbol usually stands for a consonant sound and 
the reader must supply the appropriate vowel sound.  Examples of Semitic languages are Hebrew and 
Arabic. 
 
SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION:  Defined under IDEA as “adapting… the content, methodology, or 
delivery of instruction” to a child eligible under IDEA.  This instruction must address the unique needs of 
the child that result from the child’s disability and must ensure access to the general curriculum so that 
the child can meet the state’s educational standard [34 C.F.R. §300.39(b)(3)]. 
 
SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENTAL DYSLEXIA:  Another term for dyslexia. 
 
STANDARD PROTOCOL DYSLEXIA INSTRUCTION:  Dyslexia instruction typically provided in a small group setting 
and that follows an established format or delivery system.  Standard protocol dyslexia instructional 
programs provide evidence-based, multisensory structured literacy instruction and must include the 
following components:  phonological awareness, sound-symbol association, syllabication, orthography, 
morphology, syntax, reading comprehension, and reading fluency. 
 
STRATEGY-ORIENTED INSTRUCTION:  Thoughtfully ordered step-by-step instruction in the strategies that 
students need to become independent readers, including strategies for decoding, encoding, word 
recognition, fluency, and comprehension. 
 
SYLLABIC WRITING SYSTEM:  Writing systems in which each symbol represents a syllable.  Examples of 
syllabic writing systems are Japanese Kana, Korean, Hangual, and many of the Asian-Indian languages. 
 
SYNTAX:  The study of rules and patterns for the formation of grammatical sentences and phrases in a 
language. 
 
UNIVERSAL SCREENING:  A step taken by school personnel to determine which students are at risk for not 
meeting grade-level standards.  Universal screening can be accomplished by administering an academic 
screening to all students in a given grade level.  Students whose scores fall below a certain cutoff point 
are identified as needing closer monitoring or intervention. 
 


