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NEW BOSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

DISTRICT PROCEDURES FOR STUDENTS PRESENTING 
OUTSIDE INDEPENDENT EVALUATIONS FOR DYSLEXIA SERVICES  

 
 
For students whose parents present evidence of outside independent evaluations addressing dyslexia, the 
following must be considered: 
 
The outside independent evaluation must: 
 

 Have been administered by an individual certified to conduct an educational evaluation and 
knowledgeable about dyslexia; 

 Be considered valid and comparable to the evaluation standards that New Boston ISD would 
conduct; and 

 Comply with the requirements set forth in Section 504 and/or the IDEA and the requirements 
specified in TEA’s The Dyslexia Handbook, 2018 Update. 

 
Additionally, Section 504 and IDEA regulations as well as TEA requirements as outlined in The Dyslexia 
Handbook, 2018 Update have identified certain expectations in regard to the referral process for a 
dyslexia evaluation and/or eligibility.  An outside independent evaluation is considered a single source of 
data.  Section 504 and/or the IDEA both require that data must be provided from a variety of sources in 
determining a child’s eligibility for services.  Case law allows the District to maintain the right to conduct 
their own evaluation. 
 
In addition to the outside independent evaluation, data that must be submitted for review before a 
decision can be rendered concerning the validity of an outside independent evaluation by the District 
evaluator includes the following: 
 

 The student has passed the hearing screening.  This screening must be current, and the student 
must be able to hear, and process sounds normally.  “Students must possess the ability to 
distinguish the difference between sounds – the sounds of language (phonemes) and the sounds 
of noise – and the ability of the phonologic module to distinguish speech from non-speech words.”  
(Overcoming Dyslexia, Sally Shaywitz, pgs. 48-49.) 
 

 The student has passed the vision screening with or without correction (i.e., glasses, contacts).  
Screening must be current, and student must be able to see the written word and differentiate 
between letters.  (Overcoming Dyslexia, Sally Shaywitz, pg. 50; Learning Disabilities – From 
Identification to Intervention, Jack M. Fletcher, pgs. 92 – 94.) 
 

 The classroom teacher can provide a list of academic concerns for the student and the student 
exhibits of the characteristics of dyslexia.  The Teacher Interview for Student At-Risk for Dyslexia 
(Dyslexia Screening Checklist) is sufficient to determine general characteristics of dyslexia. 
 

 Effective classroom instruction and interventions have previously been provided by the classroom 
teacher.  Previous interventions, including the receipt of an accelerated reading program as 
defined by TEC §28.006 should be documented by the classroom teacher or through a response 
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to intervention process.  However, progression through RtI is not required in order to begin the 
identification of dyslexia (The Dyslexia Handbook, 2018 Update, p. 23). 
 

 All EL students, depending on their bilingual category, must receive appropriate instruction based 
on their LEP category.  The LPAC Committee determines and documents the student’s bilingual 
category.  A current TELPAS, LAS, etc. score is necessary.  It is the expectation that the LEP student 
possesses Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP) before being dismissed from the 
bilingual program.  If the student does not possess CALP and/or the additional data being 
submitted indicates language acquisition as a factor for the student’s current concerns, the 
request for dyslexia evaluation may be refused (The Dyslexia Handbook, 2018 Update, pgs. 27, 
29).  
 

 Parents must be provided with written information concerning their child’s difficulties in reading 
and must have been informed about the accelerated (intensive) reading program and/or 
interventions that appropriately addresses the student’s reading difficulties and enables them to 
catch up with their typically performing peers (TEC §28.006(g)(h), The Dyslexia Handbook, 2018 
Update, pgs. 24, 100-101).  In addition, parents must provide the school with written consent for 
the dyslexia evaluation to be conducted under either Section 504 or IDEA (The Dyslexia Handbook, 
2018 Update, p. 28).  
 

 Frequently due to sociocultural factors such as irregular attendance or lack of experiential 
backgrounds, students will be referred as being a child with a disability.  Both Section 504 and 
IDEA prohibit referrals for disability based on irregular attendance or lack of experiential 
background and/or other sociocultural factors (34 C.F.R., Appendix Part 104 Definitions; 34 C.F.R. 
§300.306; The Dyslexia Handbook, 2018 Update, p. 26). 
 

Failure to present the additional data outline above, in addition to the outside independent evaluation, 
may result in an inability to consider the validity of the outside evaluation. 
 
Eligibility determinations for dyslexia services can only be determined by a duly constituted Section 504 
committee or ARD committee (including the parent/guardian) who are knowledgeable about the student, 
the evaluation data (including dyslexia) and the placement options. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NBISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, 
or genetic information in employment or provision of services, programs, or activities. 

 


