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State Goals 
 

Chapter §89.1201 Adaptations for Special Populations Subchapter BB. Commissioner's Rules Concerning State 
Plan for Educating Limited English Proficient Students 

“The goal of English as a second language programs shall be to enable limited English 
proficient students to become competent in the comprehension, speaking, reading, and 
composition of the English language through the integrated use of second language 
methods. The English as a second language program shall emphasize the mastery of English 
language skills, as well as mathematics, science and social studies, as integral parts of the 
academic goals for all students to enable limited English proficient students to participate 
equitably in school.” 

Brazos School for Inquiry and Creativity (BSIC) follows the guidelines set forth by the following 
dictates: 

 Chapter 89. Adaptations for Special Populations Subchapter BB. Commissioner's 
Rules Concerning State Plan for Educating Limited English Proficient Students 

 Texas Education Code 29.051 ‐ 29.064 Bilingual Education and Special Language 
Programs 

 Brazos School for Inquiry and Creativity School Board Policy. 

Mission Statement 
 

The primary mission of the Bilingual/ESL program of the Brazos School for Inquiry and 
Creativity is to meet the educational needs of each English Language Learner, recognizing 
three domains: the affective, the linguistic and the cognitive. 

Instructional Options: 
 

The population of BSIC second language learners is primarily Spanish speaking. Services 
provided for second language learners are addressed as an instructional continuum based on 
the students' needs. 

The instructional program strives to meet the affective, linguistic, and cognitive needs of 
Limited English Proficient (LEP) students. LEP students are given the opportunity to be 
academically successful through the English as a Second Language Program. 
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English as a Second Language (ESL) 
 

ESL, the primary program of second language instruction, focuses on assisting the student to 
learn content area subject matter. Instruction, provided in English, is enriched with visuals 
and manipulatives with extensive use of repetition and application of specific language 
development tasks. The ESL program accommodates students from different backgrounds in 
the same classroom and does not require that the teacher be proficient in the student's 
home language. 

 
Brazos School for Inquiry and Creativity offers both ESL inclusion program in the elementary 
school(s). ESL students participate fully with English‐speaking students in regular classes. 
The amount of time a student receives ESL instruction is commensurate with the level of 
English proficiency that the student possesses. Students who are more limited English 
speakers spend a larger part of their school day with the ESL teacher. Students may not be 
exited from the ESL program before the end of first grade. Students who are served 
through ESL inclusion are instructed by a teacher who has received training and has 
obtained the ESL certificate by the State Board of Education when possible.  There is a 
certified ESL Teacher overseeing the program and teacher assistants that serve the 
Emergent Bilingual students. 

 
The English as a Second Language (ESL) program in grades Pre-K-6th uses sheltered 
instruction strategies to help students understand content and develop academic language 
in the areas of Math, Science, Social Studies, and English Language Arts. Highly trained 
teachers in ESL strategies facilitate learning in general educational classrooms.  Younger 
students, Pre-K through Kindergarten may receive more native language support as they build 
their English vocabulary and expressive language.  All courses for ESL students provide 
instruction based on the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and follow the English 
Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS). [See 19 TAC Chapter 89.1210(f).] 

 

The outcome of ESL programs is that students will participate successfully in the general 
curriculum and master the challenging demands of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS). 

 
Other Educational Opportunities 

 

Instruction, pacing, and materials are accommodated to ensure that Emergent Bilingual 
students master the essential knowledge and skills of the curriculum. Second language 
learners have the opportunity to participate in various other program options offered in the 
district when guidelines are met. These include Title I services, Dyslexia, library services, 
accelerated instruction, Section 504, Special Education, computer labs, compensatory classes 
and tutorials. All students are encouraged to participate in extra‐curricular activities. 
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Home Language Survey 
 

As part of the registration process each parent/guardian, or the student in grades pre-K, 3-
year-olds through 6th Grade, completes a home language survey in which the following two 
questions are asked: 

(1) "What language is spoken in your home most of the time?" 

(2) "What language does your child speak most of the time?" 
 

 
Testing of Students Indicating a Language Other than English on the Home Language Survey 

 

If a language other than English is indicated on the survey the student is given an oral 
language proficiency test within two weeks of the initial enrollment in school to determine 
the level of English proficiency. Trained teachers or professionals administer the Pre-LAS for 
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten, and LAS for 1st through 6th grade.  Records from 
students moving to the district from another district, who are classified as ESL, will be 
reviewed for program placement and to determine if retesting is needed. Students from out 
of state programs are tested according to Texas guidelines to determine if they qualify for 
services. 

 

 
Identification of Limited English Proficiency 

 

For entry into the English as a Second Language Program, a student shall be identified as 
limited English proficient using the following criteria. 

• At prekindergarten through First Grade, the score on the English listening 
and speaking language proficiency test (Pre-LAS) for identification is 
below the level to be designated for indicating English proficiency. 

• At Grades 2nd-6th, the student's score on the English listening, speaking, reading and 
writing language proficiency test (LAS) is below the level designated for indicating 
English proficiency.
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English as a Second Language Program 
 

Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) 
 

Each campus has a Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC), for students eligible 
to participate in the ESL program that includes at least an ESL teacher, a campus 
administrator, and a parent of a limited English proficient who is not an employee of the 
district. 

 

Within twenty days of the enrollment of the limited English proficient student, the 
LPAC meets; and 

• designates the language proficiency level of the Emergent Bilingual student; 

• designates the level of academic achievement of the EB student; 

• designates, subject to parental approval, the initial instructional placement of the EB 
student; 

 

• facilitates the participation of EB students in other special programs for which the 
student is eligible provided by the school; and 

• classifies a student as English proficient if guidelines for program placement are met. 

Within three days of classifying a student as limited English proficient, the parents are given 
written notice stating that their child has been classified as limited English proficient and 
that the school is requesting parent permission to place the student in the program that will 
best meet their needs. Brazos School for Inquiry and Creativity offers an ESL program. The 
notice is sent to the parent in both English and Spanish (for Spanish speaking students) and 
explains the benefit of the ESL program. Pending parent permission, the student may be 
placed in the ESL program but is not coded in PEIMS until written permission is received. 
Once a parent gives written permission for program placement, the student remains in the 
program until he/she meets exit criteria or the parent requests a change in program 
placement. 

Parents have a choice whether or not to enroll their child in the program. Parents must 
submit the denial in writing if they do not wish their child served in the ESL program. 
Students with a parental denial are still classified as limited English proficient and are listed 
in PEIMS as EB with a parental denial. Exit criteria are applicable to students who are 
identified as EB Parental Denials. Students not meeting exit criteria at the end of the year 
that are parent denials are re‐offered the program in the subsequent school year. Parents 
are required to deny the program in writing each academic year. 
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Other Duties of the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee 
 

All members of the LPAC, including parents shall act for the school district and shall observe 
all laws and rules concerning confidentiality of information for individual students. All 
members of the committee receive orientation and training concerning the duties of the 
LPAC and receive annual updates as needed. 

Before the administration of the STAAR test each year, the LPAC shall determine the 
appropriate assessment option for each Emergent Bilingual student. The options include: 

• administration of the English STAAR; 

• administration of the Spanish STAAR; or 

• administration of STAAR‐ALT 2 for students who meet eligibility criteria. 

In addition, the LPAC will decide which linguistic accommodations are permissible on an 
individual basis for each Emergent Bilingual student in the district. Linguistic 
accommodations/Language supports are allowable on STAAR, and STAAR‐ALT 2. An EB 
student whose parent or guardian has declined bilingual/ESL program services is NOT 
eligible for linguistic accommodations.  

 
 

The online reading, listening, speaking, & writing portions of the Texas English Language 
Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) are given to all EB students in grades 2nd – 6th. In 
addition, students are scored in the areas of listening, speaking and writing until exit 
criteria has been met. The TELPAS is designed to measure annual growth in the English 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing proficiency of second language learners. 

 

In addition to the duties described for the beginning of the school year, the LPAC also 
recommends what testing should be given to students in the MOY and what content and 
language supports are provided during assessment.  If students receive language supports on 
the STAAR exam, then they cannot be considered for exiting the ESL program.  BSIC uses the 
2021-2022 Emergent Bilingual/English Learner Reclassification Criteria Chart updated in May 
2022.  This chart from TEA is utilized along with a subjective teacher evaluation entitled the 
Emergent Bilingual/English Learner Reclassification Rubric.
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Program Exit 
 

A student may only be exited from the ESL program and classified as English proficient at the 
end of the school year when the student would be able to participate equally in a regular, all‐ 
English instructional program as determined by: 

 

• Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) Advanced High in 
each domain of Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing (1st-6th grade). 

 

• TEA Approved Norm Referenced Standardized Achievement Test:  Iowa, Form F; 
scoring 40th percentile or above on both the Reading and Language Arts sections 
(1st and 2nd grade).  

• Satisfactory performance on STAAR Reading/English required for grades 3-6th.  
Satisfactory includes Approaches, Meets, and Masters Grade Level performance 
levels. Texas Education Code §39.023 (a) Must not have received any second 
language acquisition supports. 

• Emergent Bilingual/English Learner Reclassification Rubric filled out by the 
classroom teacher. 

 

In making this determination, other indications of a student's overall progress, including 
criterion‐referenced test scores, grades, and subjective teacher evaluation are considered.  
In order for a student to be exited from the program, they must meet three criteria:  
advanced high on the English Language Proficiency Assessment, perform satisfactorily on 
the State Standardized Reading Assessment (without any language supports), and show 
English proficiency in the classroom as seen by the classroom teacher in the Subject 
Teacher Evaluation. In order to exit ESL, students must not be receiving any type of 
second language acquisition supports in class or on the state reading STAAR test.  The 
parent is notified in writing of the student's exit from the ESL program.   

“An Emergent Bilingual student may not be reclassified as English proficient in 
prekindergarten or kindergarten as per Texas Administrative Code §89.1226 (j).”  A 
district must certify that students are prepared to meet academic standards TEC 
§28.0211. 

Monitoring of Exited Students 
 

The LPAC is also responsible for monitoring the progress of each student who has exited the 
ESL program for the two consecutive years after exit to determine whether the student is 
successful in the regular education program. A student is considered to be academically 
successful when the student has met the standard on the STAAR test for the appropriate 
grade level and has passing grades in all subjects and courses taken. When an exited LEP 
student earns a failing grade in a core subject, the LPAC meets to review his/her progress. If 
the student is not successful in the regular education program, the committee reviews the 
reasons and makes recommendations for additional instructional interventions including 
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placement back in the ESL program if needed. If a student re-enters into the ESL program, 
the student is not counted for funding purposes. 

During the first two school years after a student has exited the ESL program, the LPAC 
reviews the student’s performance and considers: 

• the total amount of time the student was enrolled in the ESL program; 

• the student’s grades during each grading period; 

• the student’s performance on the STAAR or other assessments given all students; 

• and any disciplinary actions taken against the student. 

After reviewing these and any other pertinent information, the LPAC may make necessary 
recommendations for intensive instruction for the student or consider re-enrolling the 
student in the ESL program. 
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Students with Disabilities 
 

A professional member of the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee serves on the 
Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD) committee of each LEP student who qualifies for 
services in the special education program. A LEP student who qualifies for special education 
may be exempted from the TELPAS, STAAR, or STAAR ALT 2 by the ARD committee in 
consultation with the LPAC if it is determined that the assessment is inappropriate because 
of the student's disability. A student may not be denied placement in the ESL program solely 
because the student has a disability. The LPAC and ARD will work in conjunction to 
determine if modified exit criteria need to be established based on student’s linguistic and 
cognitive abilities. 

Summer School Programs 
 

In order to prepare students to be successful in school, the district offers a summer school 
program for LEP children who will be eligible for admission to kindergarten or first grade at 
the beginning of the next school year. The summer school program meets for a minimum of 
120 hours.  There must be 10 or more on each campus to receive summer school funding. 

Required Documentation 
 

Each LEP student's ELL folder which is located within the Cumulative Folder (permanent record) 
will include the following data: 

• home language survey; 

• oral language proficiency test results in English (and Spanish where applicable); 

• LPAC initial placement/recommendation; 

• parental approval and date of entry or placement in the ESL or bilingual program; 

• parental denial if parent denies services in the ESL or bilingual program; 
• TELPAS results; 

• State Assessment results; 

• LPAC Decision‐Making for assessments documentation; 

• Annual LPAC documentation; 
 

• Annual verification of years in US Schools signed and dated; 

• Exit criteria documentation; 

• Program exit parent notification and permission; and 

• results of monitoring for academic success of LEP students and those students exited 
from the program within the last two years. 
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Program Evaluation 
 

The district annually conducts an evaluation to determine program effectiveness. The 
following factors are considered: 

• academic progress of LEP students and exited LEP students; 

• assessment results including Pre-LAS, LAS, TELPAS, ISIP, STAAR, norm referenced 
tests, and end of year tests; 

• number of students exited from ESL; 

• staff development and results of training for teachers and paraprofessionals; and 

• number of certified ESL teachers. 

The district and campus improvement plan includes goals necessary for improving student 
performance of LEP students based on needs identified by the program evaluation. 

Parent Involvement 
 

The district recognizes that parent involvement is crucial to a student's success in school. 
Parent involvement is actively encouraged on all campuses. The district provides Spanish 
translation services for parent/teacher/principal conferences, ARD meetings, and school 
functions. When possible, notices and communications are translated into Spanish.  Programs 
are organized to increase parental engagement, family engagement, and community 
engagement through Academic Nights, Poetry Night, Grade level field trips, Veteran’s Day 
Program, and other after school events planned by the campuses.

 


