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Welcome to Third Grade 
By the time kids start third grade, school isn’t new to them.  But the skills they 

develop in these years are.  At this age, kids make leaps in language and the ways 

they think.  Their social-emotional skills grow, too.   Check out the following 

information from understood.org 

Physical Milestones:  

At ages 7 and 8, kids work on refining their physical skills. Their fine motor control 
and stamina may improve. Most second and third graders: 

• Gain strength in both big and small muscles 
• Can play and be active for longer periods without getting tired 
• Use the small muscles in their hands to get better at things like holding a 

pencil correctly and forming letters accurately 
• Can run farther and for longer 
• Ride a bike without training wheels 
• Develop sports skills like catching a small ball 
• Tie shoes, button, and do up zippers without help 
• Coordinate movements to do things like follow a dance routine 
• May begin to type fairly quickly on a keyboard 

 
 
Cognitive Milestones:  

At this age, thinking and problem-solving skills are taking off. Kids tend to talk at a 
more adult level and start to explore specific activities that interest them. Most 
kids this age: 

• Look for the reasons behind things and ask questions for more information 
• Understand cause and effect and make more in-depth connections (for 

example, know that if 6 + 2 = 8, then 8 ‒ 6 = 2) 
• Use those connections to do more complex math like multiplication and 

division  
• Start planning ahead (for example, create a drawing of something to build 

or make a plan for an experiment) 
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• Can sit and pay attention to something that interests them for at least 30–
45 minutes 

• Start collecting things 
• May try out different types of writing, like narratives and opinion papers 

(“Why I liked this book”) 
• Use complex sentences and different types of sentences to express ideas 

clearly 
• Recognize and know the value of coins 
• Learn how to do addition and subtraction with regrouping (also known as 

“borrowing”) 
•  

Language Milestones: 

Language development typically continues at a steady pace these two years. Kids 
start trying out words they’ve read but not heard, so you may hear some 
mispronunciations. By the end of third grade, most kids: 

• Understand what they read and begin to move from “learning to read” to 
“reading to learn” 

• Learn vocabulary through reading 
• Use words to talk through problems, both socially and academically 
• Start playing with words to make puns; understand jokes and riddles 
• Test out “bad” words for shock value 
• Use all letter sounds correctly; don’t substitute w for r anymore when 

speaking 
• Use writing to express feelings, tell stories, and summarize information 

 

Social and Emotional Milestones:  

Third grade can be a little rough socially and emotionally. Kids often start 
narrowing down to a few good friends, but those friendships can change quickly. 
Most kids are eager to fit in and try out new personalities to see where they fit. By 
the end of third grade, most kids: 

• Have moments of extreme insecurity and need a lot of encouragement 
from family and loved ones 



6 

              Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow, Leave a Legacy                

• Change often between being helpful and upbeat to being unhelpful and 
grouchy  

• Enjoy being part of a team, group, or club 
• Spend more time with and are easily influenced by peers 
• Experience periods of dramatic emotion and impatience (feeling that 

everyone is against them) and then bounce right back to everything being 
just fine 

• Start seeing things from other points of view and incorporate that into 
everyday life 

• Be somewhat aware of others’ perceptions of them 
• Want to behave well, but aren’t yet very attentive to directions 
• Share secrets and jokes with friends 

 
Literacy skills kids need for third grade:  

Rising third graders are expected to know how to collect information about a 

single topic from a variety of sources and summarize it.  They’re also expected to 

use editing and revising skills in their writing.  Here are some ways kids build skills 

in these areas and get ready for third grade:  

• Read fables and folktales from different cultures and identify the central 

message, lesson, or moral in the stories. 

• Read about science, social studies, and history and determine the purpose 

and main idea of these texts 

• Answer who, what, where, when, why, and how questions about stories 

(both in writing and when speaking), using the rules of standard english 

• Describe how an author uses detail to support an idea 

• Gather facts about a topic and describe what was learned 

• Write about an event with a beginning, middle, and end 

• Write about books using details and examples to back up opinions 

Math skills kids need for third grade: 

By the beginning of third grade, kids start using abstract thinking skills in math.  
They’re working with three-digit numbers and using their understanding of place 
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value (like knowing that the 3 in 357 is in the hundreds place and means 300, the 
5 is in the tens place and means 50 and so on). 

Place value is an important concept.  It not only helps with addition and 
subtraction but serves as the foundation for the rounding, multiplying, and 
dividing that will occur in third grade. By the beginning of third grade students 
should be able to do activities like these: 

• Add and subtract numbers up to 100 to solve one or two step word 
problems  

• Add and subtract up to 20 using mental math strategies 
• Understand the ones, tens, and hundreds place in a three-digit number 
• Start adding and subtracting three digit numbers 
• Read and write numbers up to 1,000 
• Measure and also estimate length using inches, feet, centimeters, and 

meters 
• Solve problems using money values, like knowing a dime equals 10 pennies 
• Divide circles, squares, and rectangles into equal portions (halves, thirds, 

quarters) 
• Solve word problems using information from a bar graph 
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Things to Think About  
 

Routines and Bed Times:  

Begin creating structured schedules and routines.  For example, going to bed and getting up 

at the same time each day.  Clear expectations and boundaries from parents make the 

transition to school easier. 

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics: 
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/news/Pages/AAP-Supports-Childhood-Sleep-

Guidelines.aspx#:~:text=The%20consensus%20group%20recommends%20the%20following%20sleep%20hour

s%3A&text=Children%206%20to%2012%20years,basis%20to%20promote%20optimal%20health. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has issued a Statement of Endorsement supporting 
the American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) guidelines outlining recommended sleep 
duration for children from infants to teens. 

The guidelines, "Recommended Amount of Sleep for Pediatric Populations" will be published 
June 13 in the Journal of Clinical Sleep Medicine. The AAP endorses the guidelines and 
encourages pediatricians to discuss these recommendations and healthy sleep habits with 
parents and teens during clinical visits. 

The consensus group recommends the following sleep hours: 

• Infants 4 months to 12 months should sleep 12 to 16 hours per 24 hours (including 
naps) on a regular basis to promote optimal health. 

• Children 1 to 2 years of age should sleep 11 to 14 hours per 24 hours (including naps) on 
a regular basis to promote optimal health. 

• Children 3 to 5 years of age should sleep 10 to 13 hours per 24 hours (including naps) on 
a regular basis to promote optimal health. 

• Children 6 to 12 years of age should sleep 9 to 12 hours per 24 hours on a regular basis 
to promote optimal health. 

• Teenagers 13 to 18 years of age should sleep 8 to 10 hours per 24 hours on a regular 
basis to promote optimal health. 

The group found that adequate sleep duration for age on a regular basis leads to improved 
attention, behavior, learning, memory, emotional regulation, quality of life, and mental and 
physical health. Not getting enough sleep each night is associated with an increase in injuries, 
hypertension, obesity and depression, especially for teens who may experience increased risk 
of self-harm or suicidal thoughts. 
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In addition to these recommendations, the AAP suggests that all screens be turned off 30 
minutes before bedtime and that TV, computers and other screens not be allowed in children's 
bedrooms. For infants and young children, establishing a bedtime routine is important to 
ensuring children get adequate sleep each night. 

 

Limit Screen Time:  

Limit screen time.  This includes television, computers, video games, iPads, phones, tablets, 

etc.   While there are many great learning resources that come from technology, (and we do 

use them in classroom), it is important for children to have interactions and learning 

opportunities away from such technology.  As parents, you know your children and 

situations best but we recommend no more than 60 minutes a day with technology.   

 

According to the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry:  
https://www.aacap.org/AACAP/Families_and_Youth/Facts_for_Families/FFF-Guide/Children-And-Watching-TV-

054.aspx  

Children and adolescents spend a lot of time watching screens, including smartphones, tablets, 
gaming consoles, TVs, and computers. On average, children ages 8-12 in the United States 
spend 4-6 hours a day watching or using screens, and teens spend up to 9 hours. While screens 
can entertain, teach, and keep children occupied, too much use may lead to problems. 

Parents may not always know what their children are viewing, or how much time they are 
spending with screens. Children may be exposed to: 

• Violence and risk-taking behaviors 
• Videos of stunts or challenges that may inspire unsafe behavior 
• Sexual content 
• Negative stereotypes 
• Substance use 
• Cyberbullies and predators 
• Advertising aimed at your child 
• Misleading or inaccurate information 

Too much screen time may lead to: 

• Sleep problems 
• Lower grades in school 
• Reading fewer books 
• Less time with family and friends 



10 

              Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow, Leave a Legacy                

• Not enough outdoor or physical activity 
• Weight problems 
• Mood problems 
• Poor self-image and body image issues 
• Fear of missing out 
• Less time learning other ways to relax and have fun 

Managing a child’s screen time is challenging for families. Your child is never too young for a 
screen-time plan. Consider the following as a guideline: 

• Until 18 months of age limit screen use to video chatting along with an adult (for 
example, with a parent who is out of town). 

• Between 18 and 24 months screen time should be limited to watching educational 
programming with a caregiver. 

• For children 2-5, limit non-educational screen time to about 1 hour per weekday and 3 
hours on the weekend days. 

• For ages 6 and older, encourage healthy habits and limit activities that include screens. 
• Turn off all screens during family meals and outings. 
• Learn about and use parental controls. 
• Avoid using screens as pacifiers, babysitters, or to stop tantrums. 
• Turn off screens and remove them from bedrooms 30-60 minutes before bedtime. 

Screens are here to stay and can offer many positives. It’s never too early to develop a screen-
time plan with your family. Let your children share their ideas and concerns. Some additional 
tips to keep in mind are: 

• Familiarize yourself with programming to make sure it is age-appropriate. 
• Talk to your child about what they are seeing. Point out good behavior, such as 

cooperation, friendship, and concern for others. Make connections to meaningful 
events or places of interest. 

• Be aware of advertising and how it influences choices. 
• Encourage your child to learn other activities such as sports, music, art, and hobbies that 

do not involve screens. 
• Set a good example with your own safe and healthy screen habits. 
• Teach children about online privacy and safety. 
• Actively decide when your child is ready for a personal device. 
• Encourage using screens in ways that build creativity and connection with family and 

friends. 
• Consider your child or teen’s maturity and habits. The right plan for one family may not 

be a good fit for another. 

Positive and healthy screen use is possible with proper guidance and consistency.
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Third Grade Supplies 

10 standard #2 yellow pencils  

 5 glue sticks  

1 package of colored pencils  

1 package 8 count washable markers  

1 pair of pointed end scissors  

1 large box of Kleenex  

Water bottle  

 1 package of highlight markers  

1 package fine point dry erase markers  

1 large eraser  

 1 package pencil-top erasers  

1 pocket folder  

Mr. Clean magic eraser  

5 subject notebook, wide ruled (perforate preferred)  

1 package wide ruled loose leaf lined paper  

3 composition notebooks  

1 bottle Clorox wipes  

$20.00 Classroom Supply Fee 

Please note that some of these supplies will need to be replenished throughout the year; 

pencils, glue sticks, dry-erase, etc. 

 

When should you bring your child’s supplies? 

Your Third Grade teacher will send a welcome letter to your child in the mail this 

summer.  The letter will let you know of a day and time before school starts when you 

can bring in your child’s supplies.  Bringing them in before school starts gives your 

teacher time to get supplies ready for the first day.   
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The Third Grade Day 
 

• Specials Classes in Third Grade 

 

• Remediation Friday 
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What special classes will my child 

attend in Third Grade? 
In Third Grade, your child will attend: 

• PE for 30 minutes, 2 times per week. 

• Music for 30 minutes, 2 times per week. 

• Art for 30 minutes, 2 times per week. 

• Library for 30 minutes, 1 time per week. 

• Technology for 30 minutes, 1 time per week. 

• Social Emotional Learning for 30 minutes, 1 time per week. 

Remediation Friday 
The LCSD1 calendar includes Friday’s that are PLC Fridays and some that are 

Remediation Fridays.  

PLC Fridays are 1:00 releases for students unless your child’s teacher requests 

otherwise.  These days are typically set aside as work time for teachers to 

collaborate as a team.  

Remediation Fridays are a chance for your child’s teacher to work on academic 

skills with your child or to take second and third attempts on assessments.  If your 

child is asked to stay for Remediation Friday please honor that request as it is in 

your child’s best interest to be at school during this time.   

If your child needs the bus that is an option and will be provided. If you pick your 

child up on these days the location remains the same as a regular day.  Times for 

Remediation Friday will be communicated throughout the year.  
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Third Grade Assessments 
 
 

• DIBELS  

• mClass Math 
 

• MAP  
• WY-TOPP  

• Outcome Assessments 
(LCSD#1 Assessments) 
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DIBELS 
What is DIBELS?  
 

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills  
 
Is a set of procedures and measurements for assessing literacy skills.  
 
  

o Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) accounts for how frequently letters appear in both upper- and 
lower-case forms.  

o Phonemic Segmentation Fluency (PSF) accounts for both word frequency and the number of 
phonemes in a word.  

o Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF) accounts for the frequency of spelling patterns.  

o Word Reading Fluency (WRF) is part of the DIBELS assessment system.  

o Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) only requires one passage per benchmark period and passages 
are now written by experienced authors.  

o Maze passages to check comprehension.   
 
DIBELS 8th Edition consists of six subtests designed to assess component skills in reading. The 
subtests are aligned with four of the five "Big Ideas" in reading.  

 
What is the purpose of DIBELS?  
They are designed to be short one-minute fluency measures that can be used to regularly detect 
risk and monitor the development of early literacy and early reading skills in Kindergarten through 
eighth grade.  
The research-based subtests are predictive of later reading proficiency and contribute to a 

composite score that is the sing best predictor of later reading development. 
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DIBELS 8th Edition Subtests 

Assessment  Measure Description  Concept  Grades  
DIBELS 8th Edition  
Letter Naming Fluency 
(LNF)  

Students identify 
randomly mixed upper 
and lowercase letter 
names.  

Knowledge of letter 
names  

Grades K-1  

DIBELS 8th Edition  
Phonemic 
Segmentation Fluency 
(PSF)  

Students identify the 
initial sound in an orally 
presented word. 
Student’s segment 
three- and four- 
phoneme words into 
their individual 
phonemes.  

Phonological and 
phonemic awareness  

Grades K-1  

DIBELS 8th Edition  
Nonsense Word 
Fluency  
(NWF)  

Students make letter-
sound correspondences 
and real pseudowords.  

Alphabetic principle 
and basic phonics  

Grades K-3  

DIBELS 8th Edition  
Word Reading Fluency 
(WRF)  

Students read 
individual words aloud 
from a word listed on a 
sheet of paper for one 
minute.  

Fluency  Grades K-3  

DIBELS 8th Edition  
Oral Reading Fluency  
(ORF) with retell.  

Students read 
connected text 
accurately and fluently 
and extract meaning 
from text.  

Advanced phonics, oral 
reading accuracy, 
fluency, comprehension 
of text  

Grades 1-6  

DIBELS 8th Edition  
Maze Online  

Students read a grade 
level passage in which 
some words are 
replaced by a multiple 
choice box that 
includes the original 
word and two 
distractors. The student 
reads the passage 
silently and applies 
vocabulary and word 
knowledge to select the 
word in each box that 
best fits the meaning of 
the sentence.  

Comprehension of text, 
vocabulary  

Grades 2-6  
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mClass Math 
 

What is mClass Math?  

 

The mClass Math System is an integrated screening, progress monitoring, and diagnostic assessment 

system that aids in evaluating students in Kindergarten through Grade 3 to determine their 

understanding and application of mathematical skills and concepts.  

 

This comprehensive assessment helps educators identify students at risk for math difficulty, monitor 

student progress, and response to instruction.   

 

What is the purpose of mClass Math?  

 

The Screening and Progress Monitoring Components work together to identify potentially at-risk 

students and to aid in assessing response to instruction for those students.  Screening is administered 

during assessments windows at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year.  Progress Monitoring 

should happen throughout the year.   

 

Screening and Progress Monitoring assess three broad categories of mathematical thinking: Quick 

Retrieval, Number Sense, and Written Computation.   
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The Screening and Progress Monitoring measures are Computation, Concepts, Missing Number, Next 

Number, Number Identification, Number Facts, and Quantity Discrimination.   

 

Measure Assessed Description 

Computation Grades 2 and 3 A two-minute measure used to evaluate 
a student’s ability to solve complex 
written calculation problems.  

Concepts Grades 2 and 3 A two-minute measure that directly 
assesses a student’s knowledge of place 
value concepts, notational 
understanding, fractions, and addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division 
principles.  

Counting Kindergarten and Grade 1 A one-minute measure that assesses the 
student’s ability to count out  loud in the 
correct sequence without skipping 
numbers.  

Missing Number Kindergarten and Grades 1-3 A timed measure that evaluates a 
student’s recognition of basic number 
patterns and familiarity with printed 
numbers.  Kindergarten and grade 1 
students are given one minute to 
complete the measure; Grade 2 and 3 
students are given two minutes.  

Next Number Grade 1 A one-minute measure that evaluates the 
student’s ability to say the number that 
follows the one the assessor states.  

Number Facts Grades 1-3 A timed measure that assesses the 
student’s ability to solve basic arithmetic 
problems.  Grade 1 students are given 
one minute to complete the measure; 
Grade 2 and 3 students are given two 
minutes.  

Number Identification Kindergarten and Grade 1 A one-minute measure that gauges a 
student’s ability to identify written 
numerals.   

Quantity Discrimination Kindergarten and Grades 1-3 A timed measure that identifies a 
student’s ability to comprehend the 
quantitative value of whole numbers and 
operations using whole numbers, 
fractions, and decimals.  Kindergarten 
and Grade 1 students are  given one 
minute to complete the measure; Grade 
2 and 3 students are given two minutes.   
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NWEA MAP 
What is the MAP test?  

NWEA’s assessments are called Measures of Academic Progress (MAP).  When taking these 

computerized adaptive tests, the difficulty of each question is based on how well a student answers the 

previous questions.  The final score is an estimate of the student’s achievement level.  

Tests:  Reading, Language Usage, Math, Science 

 

How long is a MAP Growth test? 

Tests are not timed, and students may take as much as they need to complete them (this eliminates 

some of the pressure and anxiety students may feel about taking tests).  Most students take less than an 

hour to complete a MAP Growth test.  MAP Growth K-2 tests are typically shorter.  

 

What is the purpose of the MAP test?  

MAP provides teachers with accurate, actionable evidence to help target instruction for each student or 

groups of students.  

MAP is used to measure a student’s progress or growth in school.  The testing information is important 

to teachers because it indicates what a student’s strengths are and help that is needed in any specific 

areas.  Teachers can use this information to help them guide instruction.   

MAP Growth student reports also present realistic learning goals by subject areas so that, through a 

teacher’s guidance, students can individually see their progress and be inspired to take charge of their 

own learning.  

 

The purpose of MAP Growth is to determine what the student knows and is ready to learn next.  MAP 

Growth is designed to measure student achievement in the moment and growth over time.  MAP 

Growth can also track students’ individual growth over time, wherever they are starting from and 

regardless of what grade they are in.  

The NWEA MAP test provides a RIT score.  This score represents student achievement. Students will 

earn a RIT score for each subject test.   

 

A RIT score indicates the difficulty level at which the student is answering about 50% of the questions 

correctly.   
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A RIT measures equal intervals, regardless of a student’s grades or performance and it remains stable 

over time.  This gives you an accurate measure of student performance, regardless of whether they are 

performing on, above, or below grade level.  
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WY-TOPP 
What is WY-TOPP? 

 

The Wyoming Test of Proficiency and Progress, or WY-TOPP, assesses students on 

the Wyoming Content and Performance Standards. It is administered online and is a computer-adaptive 

assessment. In addition to the end-of-year summative assessment, schools also have the option to use 

WY-TOPP interim and modular assessments.  

 

Is WY-TOPP a Wyoming-Specific Test?  

Yes, WY-TOPP is a customized summative and interim assessment system, built for Wyoming, using 

questions that measure the Wyoming Content and Performance Standards.  

 

What is the Summative Assessment?  

The state summative assessment is an end-of-year test that measures how much students have learned 

during the school year. Students in grade 3–10 take the WY-TOPP summative assessment in English 

Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics. Writing is assessed in grades 3, 5, 7, and 9; Science is assessed in 

grades 4, 8, and 10.  

 

How Does a Computer-Adaptive Assessment Work?  

A computer-adaptive assessment adjusts according to each student’s ability level. Questions selected 

depend on the student’s performance on previous questions. Higher performance is followed by more 

difficult questions, and lower performance is followed by less difficult questions. This produces more 

accurate results of student performance.  

 

What Does the Test Look Like?  

You can visit wyoassessment.org to experience a training test. The ELA and Math Training Tests 

contain assessment items for grades 3–10. The ELA tests for grades 3, 6, and 9 also include sample 

listening questions. The Science Training Tests contain assessment items in each grade band 

(elementary, middle school, and high school).  

To learn more about WY-TOPP, visit the Wyoming Department of Education.  
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What is the purpose of WY-TOPP? 
 

The goal of the test is to see where students are proficient in subjects such as Math, English, Writing and 

Science.  It is extremely important for students to try their best on this test due to the fact that it reflects 

how teachers and administration are teaching students.    

 

 

WY-TOPP results are used by the state to help evaluate school performance.  Individual student results 

are provided to parents, but have no direct effect on student grades.   

Results from interim assessments are primarily used by school districts to provide an evaluative 

snapshot of performance.  Individual student results are provided to teachers, but have no direct effect 

on student grades.   

Results from modular assessments are primarily used by teachers to evaluate student performance on 

specific topics.  Individual student results are provided to teachers to who have the option to use them 

as a portion of student’s grades.   

 

 Students and parents cannot opt out of WY-TOPP testing.    

  

How do I interpret scores?  
 

WY-TOPP PROFICIENCY-LEVEL SCORES  

WY-TOPP SCALE SCORE PROFICIENCY-LEVEL RANGES FOR GRADES 3-10 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS  

GRADE  BELOW BASIC  BASIC  PROFICIENT  ADVANCED  

3  ≤563  564-591  592-627  ≥628  

4  ≤579  580-612  613-648  ≥649  

5  ≤600  601-626  627-667  ≥668  

6  ≤613  614-639  640-688  ≥689  

7  ≤616  617-643  644-691  ≥692  

8  ≤625  626-652  653-707  ≥708  

9  ≤628  629-655  656-708  ≥709  
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10  ≤630  631-666  667-712  ≥713  

  

 All WY-TOPP Interim and Summative ELA assessments for grades 3, 5, 7, and 9 have combined scoring 

as there is a reading and writing portion to these tests.    

 

WY-TOPP SCALE SCORE PROFICIENCY-LEVEL RANGES FOR GRADES 3-10 MATHEMATICS  

GRADE  BELOW BASIC  BASIC  PROFICIENT  ADVANCED  

3  ≤416  417-437  438-460  ≥461  

4  ≤441  442-465  466-490  ≥491  

5  ≤465  466-493  494-532  ≥533  

6  ≤489  490-520  521-559  ≥560  

7  ≤515  516-551  552-587  ≥588  

8  ≤542  543-584  585-626  ≥627  

9  ≤572  573-616  617-667  ≥668  

10  ≤602  603-652  653-713  ≥714  

  

  

WY-TOPP SCALE SCORE PROFICIENCY-LEVEL RANGES FOR GRADES 4, 8, 10 SCIENCE  

GRADE  BELOW BASIC  BASIC  PROFICIENT  ADVANCED  

4  ≤611  612-665  666-725  ≥726  

8  ≤605  606-653  653-713  ≥714  

10  ≤610  611-643  644-692  ≥693  
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Outcome Assessments 
 

What are Outcome Assessments?  

 

Outcome assessments are LCSD1 assessments that are aligned to the local curriculum and tied to the 

Wyoming Content and Performance Standards.  These are ‘unit’ summative assessments of Outcomes in 

the district curriculum.   

 

Outcomes:  The unit of the curriculum being taught. 

Components:  The standards within the Outcome.  

 

Outcome assessments have been written within grade levels and subject area teams at the district level.  

They are written with the local curriculum in mind. All teachers at the grade level or subject area use the 

same assessments for their Outcomes.  

 

What is the purpose of Outcome Assessments?  
 

The purpose of Outcome Assessments is to assess the LCSD1 curriculum at each grade level and subject 

area.  

This verifies knowledge of the local curriculum that is tied to Wyoming Content and Performance 

Standards.  

 

At CES, students are scored to show Advanced (A), Proficient (P), Basic (B), or Below Basic (BB)  

Each Outcome assessment has three versions.  This is to ensure that students have three opportunities 

to achieve mastery.   

If a student shows any scores below Proficiency (P) on the components of the assessment, it indicates 

the need for reteaching/remediation of the specific skills.  Students should be retaught and reassessed 

for up to three attempts.   
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Structured Literacy 
At CES we use a structured approach to teaching literacy.  Structured literacy is rooted in the 

science of how kids learn to read.  Teachers introduce and explicitly teach new concepts and 

skills in a logical order.  Structured literacy covers the following concepts:  

Phonology:  the study of sounds in spoken words 

Sound-symbol (orthography): how to map sounds (phonemes) to letters (graphemes) 

Syllables:  knowing the types of syllables and how to divide words into syllables 

Morphology: the study of base words and affixes (prefixes and suffixes) 

Syntax: understanding the grammatical order of words (like sentence structure) 

Semantics:  understanding the meaning of words and sentences 

 

We are proud that all of our teachers have been trained in IMSE’s Orton Gillingham. This 

approach aligns with a structured literacy approach and the science of reading. As a district we 

began training our teachers and implementing this approach in 2016.   The following is 

information about this approach.  

Orton-Gillingham Parent Information 
Dear Parents,  

Because improving and enriching our current program is so important to all of us, our special and 

general education teachers participated in an extensive 30-hour training program.  The training focused 

not only on improving reading, writing and spelling skills, but also taught us how to give the students the 

necessary tools to achieve greater success in school and life.  

Rather than having the students memorize lists from a spelling workbook to store in their short-term 

memories, we are incorporating a methodology called Orton-Gillingham, a technique to use with our 

existing curriculum. It is a multi-sensory program that will enable students, by direct instruction, to 

review, learn new concepts, practice, and apply what they are learning.  Orton-Gillingham is a 

methodology that has been utilized for over 50 years.  Based on early research in dyslexia by Dr. Samuel 

T. Orton and Anna Gillingham, it was concluded that children who experience difficulty with reading and 

spelling need a solid phonics approach that is multi-sensory, systematic, structured, sequential, 

cumulative and success oriented.  We will conduct ongoing assessments to monitor what students have 

mastered.  Most importantly, they will acquire concepts that will be stored in their long-term memories.  

Quite often, students study for weekly spelling tests and do very well, but, when later asked to read or 

write a particular word from the test, they cannot apply the knowledge in context or on paper.  On the 

other hand, some students struggle and will continue to have a difficult time because they can’t make 
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the connections to understand the significance of what they are learning. For the benefit of all of our 

students, we are integrating this hands-on, systematic, structured, sequential, cumulative, and success-

oriented multi-sensory learning program.  

The spelling of English words is either phonetic, which can be sounded out; or irregular, words that are 

unexpected and must be learned through a multi-sensory technique.  Phonetic concepts will be taught 

each week in a sequential, relevant manner.  Once concepts are taught, students will apply them in 

words, sentences, and stories.  Every week the teachers will review, teach new concepts, discover, 

apply, and assess for mastery.  Students will not have to study phonetic concepts or spelling rules due to 

the constant review and application based on previous knowledge.  The irregular, or unexpected, words 

must be studied weekly.  Spelling tests will contain both phonetic and irregular words, as well as 

sentence application.  

As you can see, the idea of producing confident, independent and knowledgeable readers with 

strategies to fall back on in school and in life ensures success.  Please share in our enthusiasm that the 

new program using IMSE’s Orton-Gillingham will be part of your child’s lifelong accomplishment.  

 

Sincerely,  

CES Teachers and Staff 

 

Third Grade OG Progression 

 Third Grade 

Phonics Concept Morpheme Concept 
1. Syllable Type 1 and 2: Closed/Open Syllables 

Syllable Pattern 1: (VC/CV) 

Syllable Pattern 2: (V/CV)   

 

2. /ik/ Spelled -ic Endings   

3. Schwa and Stress/ Accent    

4. Y as a Vowel   

5. Soft C and G  

6. Syllable Type 3: Magic E (ME)    

7. Syllable Pattern 3: VC/V   

8. Suffix -ed   

9. Three Great Rules: Doubling Rule    

10. Three Great Rules: Drop Rule for Silent E   

11. Three Great Rules: Change Rule for Words 

Ending in Y  

 

12. Syllable Type 4:  Vowel Teams    

13. Syllable Type 5: R-Controlled/Bossy R (BR)   

14. Additional Vowel Teams  
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15. Syllable Pattern 4: V/V (Adjacent Vowels and 

Unstable Digraphs)  

 

16. Syllable Type 6: Consonant -le (C-le) Endings  

17.  Suffixes: -s/-es and -ed (past tense) 

18.  Suffixes: -ing and -er/-or 

19.  Prefixes: un- and in- (il-, im-, ir-) 

20.  Prefixes: mis- and dis- (dif-) 

21.  Latin: rupt 

22.  Latin: tract 

23.  Latin: form 

24.  Latin: port 

25.  Greek: graph/gram, phon, photo, tele 

26.  Greek: aut(o), micro, (o)logy, scope 

27.  Suffix: -est (most)  

28.  Suffix: -ly 

29.  Prefix: fore-  

30.  Prefix: re-  
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Handwriting Without Tears 
 

 

 

Students in grades 3-5 transition from 

print to cursive lessons.  The simple, 

vertical style of cursive means the letters 

look similar to print.  The focus on 

cursive connections helps children 

develop speed and fluency quickly as 

they make progress to cursive mastery.  
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Third Grade Curricula 
At LCSD1 our curriculum is divided into Outcomes and Components.  The 

Outcomes are the units of instruction and the components are the standards that 

are being taught.  The standards are aligned with the Wyoming Content and 

Performance Standards and are updated regularly. Outcome Assessments have 

been written to show proficiency on these standards and are graded as Advanced 

(A),  Proficient (P), Basic (B), and Below Basic (BB).  Most K-2 Outcomes and 

Components do not have an advanced criterion.   

You can find our complete curricula by going to:  

rangers1.net, then About Us, then Our District, in the lower right-hand corner 

Curriculum.   This will take you to LCSD1’s district curriculum K-12 for all subject 

areas.  If you have questions regarding the curriculum please ask your child’s 

teacher.   
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How do I know how my child is progressing 

in the curriculum? 

 
Beginning in the 22-23 school year Canyon Elementary will be using Otus as our 

grading platform.  Parents will have the opportunity to create an account that will 

allow access to see your students’ progress in the curriculum.  Please watch for 

additional information.  

 

 

 

 

Canyon Elementary Report Card 
At the end of each quarter, you will receive a school report card.  It will include 

information on attendance, progression of the overall Outcome for each subject 

and comments from your child’s teacher.  
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Third Grade Field Trips 
American Fossil Quarry 

 

Our third grade students have the opportunity to dig for fossil fish with American 

Fossil in the Green River Formation near Kemmerer.   

 

Hogle Zoo 

 

This is an all-day field trip to Salt Lake City, Utah to enrich our Science curriculum.  
This is a great way for our students to enrich their learning on life cycles.   
 

Fort Bridger 

 

As part of our social studies curriculum we visit the Fort Bridger Historical Site.  
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Meet the Third Grade Teachers 

 

Mrs. Julian 
I graduated from the University of Wyoming with my bachelor’s degree in 
education in 1990.  I have taught for 29 years in 1st, 2nd, 3rd grades and Title 1.  I 
have three adult children, Garrett, Alexis, and Colter.  I work with my husband on 
his family sheep ranch and on my family’s cattle ranch.  
 

Ms.Brunski 
My name is Taylor Brunski and I grew up in Kemmerer, Wyoming. I attended the 

University of Wyoming and received my degree in Elementary Education. I am so 

glad to be back in my hometown teaching! I love spending time with my family 

and being outdoors. Some of the things I enjoy doing outdoors are riding horses 

and camping. I am looking forward to a fun year with my students!  

Ms. Duncan 
My name is Ashlyn Duncan and I am originally from Sheridan, Wyoming. My two 
younger brothers and my parents all live in Sheridan. Some hobbies I enjoy doing 
are crafts, riding horses, traveling, and I love to go camping with family and 
friends! I also love spending time at the lake in the summertime. I was an 
exchange student in Taipei, Taiwan and I've visited South Korea and Mexico. I love 
traveling in the States as well.  
 
I earned my bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education K-6 from Chadron State 
College and graduated in May of 2022. I am currently pursuing my Masters of 
Education in Curriculum and Instruction through Chadron as well. My two student 
teaching placements were in kindergarten and fifth grade. This is my first year 
teaching and I am so beyond excited!  
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Communication 
 

✓ Friday Flier 

✓ Class Dojo 

✓ District Website 

✓ District Facebook Page 

✓ LCSD1 Mobile App 

✓ Email  

✓ Mail 

✓ Phone 
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Friday Flier 
Each week CES sends home a Friday Flier with school and grade level 

information.  Check your child’s take home folder for the Friday Flier or 

please visit the school’s website to find it.   
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ClassDojo 
Your teacher will be inviting you to join their ClassDojo.  ClassDojo  is a 

school communication platform that teachers, students, and families 

use to communicate.  You’ll be able to send ‘text’ messages to your 

child’s teachers and the office.  

Here’s the website to learn more or to look for your child’s teacher.  

https://www.classdojo.com/   
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District Website 
The District’s website is another place to gain information and 

communication.   

Please visit:  https://www.rangers1.net/   

To find specific information on our school you can use the dropdown 

box on Schools to find Canyon Elementary.  Here, you can find specific 

information about our school as well as the Friday Flier.   

Please spend some time getting familiar with the website and all it has 

to offer.   
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Facebook 
You can find additional information about the school on the district’s 

Facebook page.   

You can find it at:  

https://www.facebook.com/LCSD1GoRangers/ 
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LCSD1 Mobile App 
Through our Mobile App you can view calendars, news, 

announcements, schedules, menus, and notifications.   
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Email, Mail, and Phone 
 

Additional ways to communicate include email, mail, and by phone.  

You can email school personnel by finding their email address on the 

school’s website, then CES then staff.  From here, you will find a list of 

staff members and can send them an email.   

 

 

At times, you may receive communication from the school through the 

U.S. Postal Service.  Please keep your mailing address current in our 

system so you do not miss important information.  

 

You are welcome to call the school’s office to be put in touch with 

school personnel or to leave messages.   

You can call us at: 307-877-2286 
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Additional Information 
 

 

• Dropping off and Picking Up 

• My School Bucks 

• Ranger Store 

• Lunch Menu 

• District Calendar 

  



45 

              Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow, Leave a Legacy                

Dropping Off and Picking Up 
When dropping your child off for school and picking them up at the end 

of the day please enter and exit the parking lots from Del Rio Drive.  We 

have created a system that focuses on the safety of the children as they 

are coming and going from our school.   

As you move through the parking lot there is no need to park and get 

out of your vehicle.  Please stay in the line and let the adults outside 

help to direct you.  When dropping off and picking up, the adults on 

duty will open your vehicle door and assist your child in and out of the 

vehicle. 

We ask that our younger students be picked up at the upper parking lot 

for safety reasons.  If they have siblings in grades 3-6, the siblings can 

come to the upper parking lot to join them.  

Please do NOT bring your child to school before 7:45. There is no 

supervision before this time.  Please do NOT pick or drop off your child 

at the front of the school.  This area is for the buses and parents that 

need to park and come inside.   

Warning Bell:  7:50 am 

School Begins:  8:00 am 

School Ends:  3:15 pm 

Early Release Days:  12:50 pm  

During the day:  If you are picking up your child during the school day 

please park at the front of the building and come to the front office to 

check your child out.   
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My School Bucks 
 

My School Bucks is external website where you can pay your child’s 

lunch money and view account activity.   

You can find My School Bucks by visiting the school’s website,   

https://www.rangers1.net/  then going to Students/Parents.   

 

My School Bucks can also be found at, 

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain?requestAction=home   

 

You will need to create an account and will need your child’s four digit 

number. You can get this number from the front office.   
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Ranger Store 
LCSD1 offers another way to pay your child’s fees for CES.  The 

following is how you can access this resource through the school’s 

website.   

 



49 

              Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow, Leave a Legacy                

Lunch Menu 
 

Please visit the school’s website https://www.rangers1.net/276944_2  

to find specific information from our Food Services department 

regarding meal prices, free and reduced lunch applications, and 

monthly menus.  Breakfast and lunch is served each school day.  Lunch 

times can be found on the school’s website under the Canyon 

Elementary home link.   

Monthly lunch menus will also come home in your child’s take home 

folder.  You are welcome to attend lunch with your child but please let 

the office know by 8:15 am if you plan to eat so enough meals can be 

ordered.   

Your child has many options each day for lunch.  Each day your child 

has the choice of the main line meal (what is listed on the menu), a 

hotdog, or a hamburger.  In grades 3-6, they have the option of soup 

and salad as well.   

Student Handbook 
The CES Student Handbook can be found on the school’s website at:  

https://www.rangers1.net/  Use the Students/Parents tab, then 

Student Handbooks, then Student Handbook CES.  Here you will find 

additional information about our school and policies.  Please take some 

time to read the handbook to continue familiarizing yourself with our 

school.  Here is a link to the CES Handbook.  

https://www.rangers1.net/494385_3  
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2022-2023 Calendar 
This can also be found at rangers1.net  

 


