
Lynn Cordes   

Hello and welcome to this edition of the time with Hime podcast. I'm joined by our superintendent, Mr. 

Hime. How are you this week? 

 

Hime   

I'm doing great! Middle of December. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

That's right. 

 

Hime   

 One week. Wow, we're going to get there. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

We are, we're going to make it to the end of 2020 and bring in 2021 great. 

 

Hime   

I think everybody's ready for 21 to get here, I think 2020 has been, most people will say it's been the 

most unique year that they've lived and that would be for myself. So, 2021 come on. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

That's right, vaccines are being shipped and ready. And that brings us into our COVID update. 

 

Hime   

Yeah, you know, the vaccine stories. You know, I've heard from different sources. But I've heard that the 

doctors and hospitals and our medical personnel start Tuesday to getting shots in that first round, 60 or 

70%. And then they get their second one, you know, and those are what I hear. I'm not a doctor, I'm not 

an expert, please do not quote me, like I just gave you a fact. But that's what I'm hearing. So that's 

exciting to know that, you know, hopefully our teachers get out there. And in sometime in January, our 

teachers start getting vaccinated, and we get back to normal as quick as possible. Still our COVID 

updates as a district, we still feel good about it. I looked this morning, and I know you were updating the 

page today. So, these numbers are the older numbers. But we're still at about 30, mid 30s in adults and 



mid 30s in students. And those numbers aren't terrible considering the size of our district, I know that 

are active cases, so and they're spread out pretty evenly around the district. So once again, we are you 

know, the challenge has been to keep our students at school face to face. I've tried to make this as you 

know, this announcement as much as I could. All the experts say the safest place for the students is face 

to face learning, I will I've kind of started putting a footnote on that, that they're not saying that's the 

safest place for the teachers. But we appreciate our teachers stepping up to the plate, and allowing the 

face to face learning to happen for our students wearing a mask. Our safety protocols are working, 

hopefully they don't have to work much longer and we can get back to as normal as possible. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

And we know that we have shared with our families that if you have been in contact or had a high risk, 

they can stay home by letting the attendance office know that they are working as a quarantine. 

 

Hime   

You know, this flexibility we offered it has created some problems, we probably had more kids, a higher 

number of students just use it as an excuse not to come to school. But attendance has always been a 

problem for a certain number of our students. But again, one of the things we really want to happen if 

we want our students who are ill, or our staff who are ill to stay home. And that's a change. We know 

that when we were growing up and when my kids were growing up, we were taught go you go to work, 

you go to school. So hopefully we can get that change. We can stay safe when you're sick, stay home, 

keep your kids at home, they can log on and do the work and stay caught up. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

And if a family member is waiting for a COVID test result they should stay home as well. 

 

Hime   

Yes, yes, yes. If you're thinking you need to be tested, you should stay home until you get your test 

results back. That's our recommendation at all times. So, you know, and then then they get to 

quarantine rules. They change those we talked a little bit that's going good. It's getting more students 

back in school. We're going to monitor that and monitor those students that are coming back on the 

eighth day or the 11th day depending upon which of the two new ways they chose. But uh, again, seven 

days to go, school week, we get to Christmas break. Hopefully, things are more normal. When we get 

back we know with the New Year and the Christmas break, there is a fear there will be another spike. 

They feared that after Thanksgiving I know there were some around the state a little bit but in Lawton 

public schools, you know that 14 days you know, after Thanksgiving, we didn't see a huge spike. So, 

we're holding steady and again, that's hats off to teachers, staff, students and everyone for wearing 

masks and practicing hand washing, social distancing, and wearing a mask 



 

Lynn Cordes   

And you made a comment in our last podcast about finding that COVID summary. We put a new feature 

right on the homepage on our banner. So, it would say COVID summary and then directly underneath 

that is a button so we make it easy for you guys to find. 

 

Hime   

Oh awesome. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

Versus going to the community. It's right on the left hand side. 

 

Hime   

One click and that's some of the best information we put out. I've had other people call and tell me that 

they really liked that from other school districts because they can keep up with where we're at it keeps 

up with how many cases are active because it helps with the communication. One of the hardest things 

you have during this if a teacher test positive and eight other teachers have to get quarantined you 

know one positive plus eight quarantines is not nine positives. Well the rumor mill says we had nine 

teachers positive when we really have one teacher positive and eight quarantined obviously if we had 

that high of a percentage of one building a staff test positive. We really could Consider looking at going 

100% virtual in that building. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

Correct. And speaking of virtual, we talked also about last week, our 11 sites, what do you want to 

share?  

 

Hime   

Oh, yes. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

Because I think we got more. 

 



Hime   

You know, that's, that's this is one of those things that talks about, you know, one of the things I always 

talk about is you don't have to be bad to get better. And this is a staff thing. It's always fun for me to get 

to talk about all the great things, but it's what everybody else does. It's our teachers or staff. Well, 

when, Thanksgiving break, when we fed our students 14 meals on Monday, you know, we had this 

conversation, you know, how many you're going to come? How many places do we open? You know, 

let's try one, you know, we, well, we had a long line and a lot of you came, we apologize immensely that 

you had to wait, we want to provide food quickly. We don't want to be Tasty Freeze, oh 50 years ago, 

when I was a kid that you ordered your hamburger and it took 30 minutes to get it, we want to let you 

drive through the drive up, when you pick it up without ever even fully stopping. So, the 21st and the 

28th, we're going to have 11 sites open serving meals. So now what you guys got to do for me is go get a 

meal, you got to go up there and get the 14 meals because hopefully we get backed up in some of those 

because that means we're doing our job, and we're getting food. And if we do get backed up in some of 

them, we'll expand it even more. Because we really, if this is one of these things, that gives everybody a 

good sense of feeling that we're able to get this food out and use the programs that are there, allotted 

us to get food to the students over the break. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

And just take a look at our description for our YouTube channel because it's going to be in this video, the 

actual flyer, and you can find out all the locations for where the meals will be distributed. And then let's 

talk about some celebrations as far as Lawton High. I went yesterday and saw their gym floor. It's getting 

done. 

 

Hime   

 Oh yeah, they have it looking nice! 

 

Lynn Cordes   

 It looks beautiful. We have some digital signs going up. 

 

Hime   

Yes. You know, one of the great things again, it's one of these things that I get to say "Yay. All right" 

because you know, we've talked about this before this community passed a bond issue in 2017 there's 

some sales tax money still from that one and a 2014 bond issue that we have a little money left it was 

meant to do some renovations and improving things while I'm getting to spend it, you know, that's a 

good thing. I didn't do all the work but I get to spend it. Well some of the things we're doing are part of 

that we're using our building fund you know, in some of the repairs. Well the gym floor at Lawton High 

got wet when they put the AC in there. So, it had to be redone. Well, we chose to upgrade it just to tick 



and do some new artwork and stuff which is going to be great. There's a new sign that just went up at 

Pioneer Park. Again, we're doing our school by school drawings, we're getting a little bit behind on 

those, we're working hard with the city to make sure we're doing everything properly through code. So 

that's not going quite as fast. You know me I want to go on really fast, we got the money, let's get it 

done. Let's get it done. You know, I tell somebody we're going to, how we're going to get all this done. 

It's like eating an elephant one bite at a time. But you do have to chew. So, we're going to slow down 

and chew the one bite at a time. But we're going to get it going and we're going to get it moving. And 

we're going to continue to work to get as many things as we can other celebrations. You know, I don't 

want to single out a squad but I saw where Lawton MacArthur girls upset the Piedmont girls who are 

highly ranked. So that's awesome. So, basketball season full swing. We're excited about basketball 

season.  

 

Lynn Cordes   

Talk about basketball season and what it looks like for us this season, because we do have some 

restrictions, almost like football and share with us. 

 

Hime   

Again, you get 25% seating, social distance, you have to wear a mask. Again, we're going to do 

everything we can to keep it as normal as possible. We want people to be able to go to the games. We 

want our students to get to go watch. We want our parents to get to go watch. We want our community 

to be able to be spectators. So, wear a mask 25% seating but social distance and we think we can keep 

that going now for our inner-city games so we can get more people in the gym, we're going to do those 

at the Coliseum. Still, it'd be 25% seating but wear a mask. But obviously the Coliseum has more seating. 

So, we'll get more of a crowd there. So that's an exciting thing. But you know, wrestling is still going on. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

Soccer is getting ready to start Middle School soccer. 

 

Hime   

This year, this is going to be awesome. Can anybody believe the weather here in December? We're in 

like one two weeks ago, we were talking about an ice storm and here we are in spring already. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

Wait till tomorrow, though. 

 



Hime   

Oklahoma, it's always when the winds come blowing. It's always right around the corner. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

We've been really lucky to get outside, right. So, but anything else that you want to celebrate? 

 

Hime   

Right now. I mean, this is you know, again, we cannot as we hit Christmas, we cannot give enough shout 

out to our teachers for the job they've done this first semester. They've gone through a pandemic. 

They've worked with their kids, we've shown up at work, we've not closed one building because of lack 

of supervision. We've had some bumps and bruises and it's not been perfect, but our teachers have 

been superstars and if you see a teacher give them a shout out because most of our parents want to see 

face to face learning. And if they want that we need to provide that opportunity to teach. So, thank you 

teachers for making that happen and the support staff, custodians, cooks, bus drivers, everybody else, 

you're right there with them. So, thank you all. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

That's right, Mr. Hime. Thank you so much for joining us. I know we only have one more week, but we've 

got a lot of good things happening. 

 

Hime   

Yes, thank you. And you know just remember, the only reason the podcast was short is because Bello 

only has half of a memory card.  

 

Lynn Cordes   

That's right. 

 

Hime   

But he didn't get his battery this whole time. So, it's great. Hey, what a great podcast we got through the 

memory card and the battery without any hiccups, so. 

 

Lynn Cordes   



Mr. Hime, thank you for joining us as always, it's a pleasure. Thank you. All right. Until next time, you 

guys have a great weekend. Stay warm, stay safe, and we will see you then.  

 

Hime   

See you next week. 

 

Lynn Cordes   

 Bye. 


