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Question 1 .

A Fresh Batch
by Tirzah Tyler

     The metallic whine of the espresso machine sliced through the coffeehouse air like a
caffeinated buzz saw. However, above the din of beverage service and jazz music, one
conversation dominated the atmosphere.
     "After I opened my store at Rothborough Center, I tripled my clientele," Miranda said with a
flourish of her fingernail-painted hand. "I was doing 30 beauty makeovers a week, and I had
three girls on staff with me." This part of the story was embarrassing for Miranda to tell, so she
hesitated.
     "I didn't know you used to own a business," Becky said with a widening of her sparkly
young eyes.
     Miranda chuckled and rolled her eyes slightly before taking a sip of her coffee. Becky's
such a nice kid, but she doesn't know anything, Miranda thought. "Yeah, life can be that way if
you're not careful," she said aloud.
     "What do you mean?" Becky asked.
     With a deep sigh, Miranda examined the freckle-covered wrinkles on her plump hand
before she continued her story. "My cosmetics store was my first real business venture, and I
didn't have a college degree or entrepreneurial training. I had plenty of drive, though, and I
thought I could accomplish big things with nothing more than a strong personality. I soon
learned that achieving success and maintaining it are two different things. When I started
losing customers, I . . . ," Miranda's voice trailed off, and her eyes became tiny pools that filled
quickly.
     "Hold that thought," Becky interrupted gently, hoping she was not being rude to her
coworker Miranda. "I'm going to get a refill on my bottomless cappuccino." Then she leaped
out of the plastic chair in which she had been sitting. Grabbing coffee after they had finished
their shift at the salon sounded like a great idea at first. Now, however, Becky was unsure how
much longer she would be able to remain awake, even with bottomless caffeine.
     I know I'm only 20 years old, but I'm her new supervisor, Becky thought while she poured
herself a fresh batch of coffee. Maybe she lost her business because she talked down to her
customers.
     As she walked back to Miranda's table, Becky wondered how a woman who looked so
polished on the outside could be so rough on the inside. She glanced at Miranda's
immaculately painted face and noticed for the first time that Miranda's mascara was running.
     "I unjustly accused my three young employees of stealing from me," Miranda said with a
quavering voice. "I found out much later how terribly wrong I had been."
     Becky almost tipped over her cappuccino while she speedily rummaged through her purse
for tissues. A well of compassion bubbled up from inside her and flooded into her eyes while
she offered the tissue to Miranda.
     "Thank you, sweetie," Miranda said quietly, as if she were addressing a toddler, while she
dabbed the corners of her eyes with the tissue. "Life can take so many unexpected turns, like
a roller-coaster ride that shows no mercy."
     Becky was not quite sure what Miranda meant by that statement, but she blotted her own
tears with a fresh tissue and said politely, "That makes sense."
     "I am so thankful that your company hired me, because you have so much to learn from
me," Miranda declared right before she blew her nose on her smudged tissue. The staccato
blasts of air into her tissue rivaled the cacophonous whir of the coffeehouse's espresso
machine.

How does the narrator's shift from Miranda's point of view to Becky's point of view impact the passage?

A. The narrator diminishes Becky's empathy for Miranda.

B. The narrator enhances Becky's demure personality.

C. Becky's role in Miranda's life is clarified for the reader.

D. Becky's career ambitions are defined for the reader.
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Question 2 .

Zebra mussels are tiny freshwater shellfish that are an invasive species in the United States.
This means that these animals were unintentionally brought into the United States many years
ago, and now they are harmful to native shellfish and pipe systems. According to the following
map, the 30 states in red have reported zebra mussels.

Eugenio is writing a research paper on zebra mussels and would like to use the map as one of his
sources. Which research question would provide the greatest variety of viewpoints about zebra
mussels being an invasive species?

A. How have zebra mussels affected U.S. food supplies, summer tourism, and foreign
trade?

B. Which region of the United States has been the most affected by invasive zebra
mussels?

C. Which types of species of U.S. shellfish have been affected or harmed by zebra
mussels?

D. How have scientists studied, observed, and classified zebra mussels in the United
States?
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Question 3 .

A Fresh Batch
by Tirzah Tyler

     The metallic whine of the espresso machine sliced through the coffeehouse air like a
caffeinated buzz saw. However, above the din of beverage service and jazz music, one
conversation dominated the atmosphere.
     "After I opened my store at Rothborough Center, I tripled my clientele," Miranda said with a
flourish of her fingernail-painted hand. "I was doing 30 beauty makeovers a week, and I had
three girls on staff with me." This part of the story was embarrassing for Miranda to tell, so she
hesitated.
     "I didn't know you used to own a business," Becky said with a widening of her sparkly
young eyes.
     Miranda chuckled and rolled her eyes slightly before taking a sip of her coffee. Becky's
such a nice kid, but she doesn't know anything, Miranda thought. "Yeah, life can be that way if
you're not careful," she said aloud.
     "What do you mean?" Becky asked.
     With a deep sigh, Miranda examined the freckle-covered wrinkles on her plump hand
before she continued her story. "My cosmetics store was my first real business venture, and I
didn't have a college degree or entrepreneurial training. I had plenty of drive, though, and I
thought I could accomplish big things with nothing more than a strong personality. I soon
learned that achieving success and maintaining it are two different things. When I started
losing customers, I . . . ," Miranda's voice trailed off, and her eyes became tiny pools that filled
quickly.
     "Hold that thought," Becky interrupted gently, hoping she was not being rude to her
coworker Miranda. "I'm going to get a refill on my bottomless cappuccino." Then she leaped
out of the plastic chair in which she had been sitting. Grabbing coffee after they had finished
their shift at the salon sounded like a great idea at first. Now, however, Becky was unsure how
much longer she would be able to remain awake, even with bottomless caffeine.
     I know I'm only 20 years old, but I'm her new supervisor, Becky thought while she poured
herself a fresh batch of coffee. Maybe she lost her business because she talked down to her
customers.
     As she walked back to Miranda's table, Becky wondered how a woman who looked so
polished on the outside could be so rough on the inside. She glanced at Miranda's
immaculately painted face and noticed for the first time that Miranda's mascara was running.
     "I unjustly accused my three young employees of stealing from me," Miranda said with a
quavering voice. "I found out much later how terribly wrong I had been."
     Becky almost tipped over her cappuccino while she speedily rummaged through her purse
for tissues. A well of compassion bubbled up from inside her and flooded into her eyes while
she offered the tissue to Miranda.
     "Thank you, sweetie," Miranda said quietly, as if she were addressing a toddler, while she
dabbed the corners of her eyes with the tissue. "Life can take so many unexpected turns, like
a roller-coaster ride that shows no mercy."
     Becky was not quite sure what Miranda meant by that statement, but she blotted her own
tears with a fresh tissue and said politely, "That makes sense."
     "I am so thankful that your company hired me, because you have so much to learn from
me," Miranda declared right before she blew her nose on her smudged tissue. The staccato
blasts of air into her tissue rivaled the cacophonous whir of the coffeehouse's espresso
machine.

How does the passage's theme comment on the human condition?

A. Becky's thought about being Miranda's young supervisor illustrates that socializing
outside one's age range can be disappointing.

B. Miranda's statement about her new employer having so much to learn from her shows
that wisdom is more valuable than beauty.

C. Becky's thought about Miranda looking polished on the outside but rough on the inside
shows that appearances can be deceiving.

D. Miranda's statements about running her own business illustrate that taking risks is
seldom worth the effort and disillusionment.
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Question 4 .

What does the word monopoly mean in this sentence?

The desire to achieve monopoly of the spice trade has been a potent force in the history and culture
of Asian countries.

A. discovery of hidden facts

B. complete dominance over something

C. fulfillment of required clauses

D. partial recovery of losses
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Question 5 .

A Fresh Batch
by Tirzah Tyler

     The metallic whine of the espresso machine sliced through the coffeehouse air like a
caffeinated buzz saw. However, above the din of beverage service and jazz music, one
conversation dominated the atmosphere.
     "After I opened my store at Rothborough Center, I tripled my clientele," Miranda said with a
flourish of her fingernail-painted hand. "I was doing 30 beauty makeovers a week, and I had
three girls on staff with me." This part of the story was embarrassing for Miranda to tell, so she
hesitated.
     "I didn't know you used to own a business," Becky said with a widening of her sparkly
young eyes.
     Miranda chuckled and rolled her eyes slightly before taking a sip of her coffee. Becky's
such a nice kid, but she doesn't know anything, Miranda thought. "Yeah, life can be that way if
you're not careful," she said aloud.
     "What do you mean?" Becky asked.
     With a deep sigh, Miranda examined the freckle-covered wrinkles on her plump hand
before she continued her story. "My cosmetics store was my first real business venture, and I
didn't have a college degree or entrepreneurial training. I had plenty of drive, though, and I
thought I could accomplish big things with nothing more than a strong personality. I soon
learned that achieving success and maintaining it are two different things. When I started
losing customers, I . . . ," Miranda's voice trailed off, and her eyes became tiny pools that filled
quickly.
     "Hold that thought," Becky interrupted gently, hoping she was not being rude to her
coworker Miranda. "I'm going to get a refill on my bottomless cappuccino." Then she leaped
out of the plastic chair in which she had been sitting. Grabbing coffee after they had finished
their shift at the salon sounded like a great idea at first. Now, however, Becky was unsure how
much longer she would be able to remain awake, even with bottomless caffeine.
     I know I'm only 20 years old, but I'm her new supervisor, Becky thought while she poured
herself a fresh batch of coffee. Maybe she lost her business because she talked down to her
customers.
     As she walked back to Miranda's table, Becky wondered how a woman who looked so
polished on the outside could be so rough on the inside. She glanced at Miranda's
immaculately painted face and noticed for the first time that Miranda's mascara was running.
     "I unjustly accused my three young employees of stealing from me," Miranda said with a
quavering voice. "I found out much later how terribly wrong I had been."
     Becky almost tipped over her cappuccino while she speedily rummaged through her purse
for tissues. A well of compassion bubbled up from inside her and flooded into her eyes while
she offered the tissue to Miranda.
     "Thank you, sweetie," Miranda said quietly, as if she were addressing a toddler, while she
dabbed the corners of her eyes with the tissue. "Life can take so many unexpected turns, like
a roller-coaster ride that shows no mercy."
     Becky was not quite sure what Miranda meant by that statement, but she blotted her own
tears with a fresh tissue and said politely, "That makes sense."
     "I am so thankful that your company hired me, because you have so much to learn from
me," Miranda declared right before she blew her nose on her smudged tissue. The staccato
blasts of air into her tissue rivaled the cacophonous whir of the coffeehouse's espresso
machine.

Which word from the passage contains an affix that means "in a way or manner"?

A. unexpected

B. accomplish

C. immaculate

D. compassion
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Question 6 .

Christopher wants to write about the Industrial Revolution for his research paper for his literature class.
Which problem exists with his topic selection?

A. It is too broad a topic.

B. It does not fit the class.

C. It is a controversial topic.

D. It is too narrow a topic.

Question 7 .

The following is an article from page 138 of a textbook.

The Harsh Steppe
by Tirzah Tyler

     Perhaps one of the most misunderstood climate types is the steppe, which often serves, in
a way, as a transition from a prairie grassland to an arid desert. Even though it is sometimes
erroneously referred to as a "desert" or a "prairie," the steppe climate is neither a desert nor a
prairie. Steppes are semi-arid, flat areas located in various parts of the world such as Asia and
North America. Steppes can be quite sandy and windy, and they get more rain than deserts
and less rain than prairies.
     Plants and animals that grow and live wildly in steppe climates are sturdy enough to handle
the harsh conditions of a steppe. For example, sagebrush is a resilient shrub that exists as a
variety of different species such as tarragon, wormwood, and mugwort. Another type of plant,
a tumbleweed, will dry out, detach from its roots, and scatter its seeds by rolling along the
ground. One example of a steppe animal is the corsac fox, an omnivore that lives in the
Mongolian-Manchurian Steppe, which spans across parts of Mongolia, China, and Russia. In
North American steppes, coyotes are solitary and vocal carnivores that thrive and inspire
folklore. 
     One region of steppe in North America is an area in West Texas called the Permian Basin.
This dry area endures cool winters, hot summers, dust storms, and long periods of drought.
However, during a rainstorm, the precipitation can be torrential and cause massive flooding in
roadways. Many of the people who live in this area consider it to be a "desert," especially
since it is definitely no "prairie." The Permian Basin, however, is certainly one example of a
subtropical steppe. The steppe in this part of North America serves as a transition—a step of
sorts—from the grassy areas of Texas to the mountains of New Mexico.

If the author were to elaborate by adding more details to the passage, which of the following would be
an appropriate primary source to use?

A. a memoir written by a teacher whose family lives near a mountain range in New
Mexico

B. a scholarly article written by scientists who live in the Mongolian-Manchurian Steppe

C. a scholarly article written by geologists who have studied steppe patterns for decades

D. a book written by a gardener who grows his own tarragon and collects tumbleweeds
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Question 8 .

Gioacchino Rossini
by Tirzah Tyler

     Gioacchino Rossini was a very famous Italian composer who wrote 39 operas and other
musical works, and he is especially known for his comic operas. Rossini was born on February
29, 1792, and he grew up in a family of musicians. His father—a slaughterhouse inspector—
was a horn player, and his mother was a singer. When he was six years old, Rossini played
the triangle in his father's band, and later he began taking harpsichord lessons. A harpsichord
is an instrument that is similar to a piano; a piano's strings are struck, but a harpsichord's
strings are plucked. Rossini's teacher Giuseppe Prinetti would play the harpsichord with only
two fingers and would fall asleep while standing up. Rossini then began taking lessons from
Angelo Tesei, who taught him some basics of music such as piano accompaniment and vocal
performance. As a teenager, Rossini studied cello and counterpoint. Counterpoint is a musical
composition technique in which melodies are written to complement the main melody of a
piece. Rossini was particularly a fan of the Classical-era composers Haydn and Mozart, and
their clean and simple musical styles of the 1700s highly influenced his composition style.
     Although Rossini composed various types of musical works, he is mainly known for his
operas. An opera is a drama in which the entire dialogue is sung. "Opera buffa" is an Italian
term that means "comic opera." Rossini wrote his operas to be sung in "bel canto." Bel canto
is a skillful style of singing that had been embraced in the Baroque era—the period in which
elaborate, ornate music was composed during the 1600s and part of the 1700s. Rossini also
had a knack for writing music for opera buffa. In 1810, Rossini's first opera, La cambiale di
matrimonio (The Marriage Contract), premiered in Venice. He would compose operas fairly
quickly, usually within three weeks or less. Rossini wrote at this brisk pace for the duration of
his career. His most famous opera is Il barbiere di Siviglia (The Barber of Seville), which
opened in 1816. In 1817, Rossini's opera La Cenerentola (Cinderella) premiered. One way in
which Rossini's Cinderella differs from the original story is that the main character is identified
by a bracelet instead of a glass slipper. Rossini continued to enjoy a great deal of success,
and then after his opera Guillaume Tell (William Tell) opened in 1829, he retired from writing
operas. 
     During his brief but highly successful career, Rossini left a strong musical legacy for people
throughout the world to enjoy. His overtures—or the orchestral pieces that introduce operas—
are especially popular. Rossini's overture to William Tell is frequently recognized as the theme
song to "The Lone Ranger" television series. Rossini's overture to The Barber of Seville is
parodied in the cartoon "Rabbit of Seville," which features Bugs Bunny and Elmer Fudd. In
1822, composer Ludwig van Beethoven once told Rossini, "So you're the composer of The
Barber of Seville. I congratulate you. It will be played as long as Italian opera exists." Perhaps
Rossini's works will also be played as long as music exists.

Which of the following is the most effective summary of the second paragraph?

A. Influenced by Baroque and Classical styles, Rossini wrote operas in "bel canto" style.

B. Throughout his successful career, Rossini adeptly composed operas at a fast pace.

C. Rossini composed "bel canto" style comic operas from 1810 to 1829 before retiring.

D. Rossini quickly composed a variety of operas by telling old stories with new twists.

Question 9 .

What is the correct way to write the underlined phrase?

Martha and Jared have a two year old daughter named Lizzy who is unusually fond of animals and
birds and squeals in delight whenever she spots one on the street.

A. Martha and Jared have a two-year-old-daughter

B. Martha and Jared have a two-year-old daughter

C. Martha and Jared have a two-year old daughter

D. Martha-and-Jared have a two year old daughter
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Question 10 .

The following draft of a student's essay contains errors.

Foreign Languages

(1) Recently, the school board voted to cut all of our foreign language classes here at
Bryden High School. (2) For years, Bryden has offered Spanish, Portuguese, French, and
German classes, but those classes will not be offered next year. (3) This is terrible news for
the Bryden High student body. (4) Offering foreign language classes again, would benefit
Bryden High students in a couple of different ways.

(5) First of all, taking at least one foreign language class could help develop student cultural
sensitivity. (6) Bryden High is located in a metropolitan area where the immigrants of many
different countries live. (7) A Spanish-speaking community and a Korean-speaking community
are located just a few blocks away from the school. (8) Many of the people who live in these
communities do not speak English at all, and learning a foreign language could help students
get to know these immigrants who live near Bryden High. (9) Reinstating the Spanish class
and adding a Korean class would be a great way to help today's young students become
tomorow's caring neighbors and strengthen our city.

(10) If Bryden High students study foreign languages, they will be better prepared for their
future careers than students who have not taken foreign language classes. (11) Many
employers are looking for employees that are knowing how to speak more than one language.
(12) Companies often conduct business overseas, so many job positions require fluency in
both english and another language. (13) If Bryden High does not offer foreign languages, then
graduates will not be able to find jobs.

(14) In conclusion, I believe that the school board's recent vote has been a dire disservice
to our students. (15) I think the school board could easily rectify this mistake by voting again to
bring back the foreign language classes to Bryden High School. (16) Students who are
enlightened in more than one language could change our city and our economy forever.

Read this sentence from the passage.

I think the school board could easily rectify this mistake by voting again to bring back the foreign
language classes to Bryden High School.

What is the meaning of the word rectify as it is used in this sentence?

A. correct

B. locate

C. answer

D. identify

Question 11 .

Which of the following most likely comes from an autobiography?

A. Martin looked tense as Manchester United struggled to make the winning goal. When
Bob, his little son, crawled toward him and clutched his leg, trying to stand on his
wobbly feet, Martin forgot his anxiety and smiled down at him.

B. Irving Wallace, an American bestselling author, was born in 1916. He started his
career by selling his stories to magazines. He has also written scripts for Hollywood
movies and TV programs.

C. I remember the day I jumped in the pond after my dog, to save him from drowning. My
love for him made me forget that I was scared of water and that I didn’t know how to
swim. I still feel surprised that today I am a national-level swimmer.

D. The "Go Green" campaign was started by a group of local boys. They encouraged
people to plant more trees. What started out as a small, local project has now made
waves at the national level.
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Question 12 .

Aiyana is a career counselor at Lincoln High School. She is asked to introduce herself to the
sophomores at the beginning of the year. Read the following opening paragraphs and answer the
question.

Paragraph A
Yo students! You probably already know who I am already. Just drop into my office if you want any
advice for your career.

Paragraph B
Hello Students! As sophomores, now you guys are old enough to think about your future and your
career. So here is a list of possible career options for you to explore. If you need help, just get it touch
with me!

Paragraph C
Good morning. I am Aiyana, the career counselor at Lincoln High. I have been guiding students with
their career options for seven years. My office is right next to the administrative office. Feel free to
approach me with any queries you might have.

Paragraph D
Morning everyone! I am Aiyana, the career counselor at this super cool school. Go Lincoln High!

Which of the opening paragraphs would be the most appropriate opening for Aiyana's speech?

A. Paragraph C

B. Paragraph D

C. Paragraph B

D. Paragraph A
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Question 13 .

The following draft of a student's essay contains errors.

Foreign Languages

(1) Recently, the school board voted to cut all of our foreign language classes here at
Bryden High School. (2) For years, Bryden has offered Spanish, Portuguese, French, and
German classes, but those classes will not be offered next year. (3) This is terrible news for
the Bryden High student body. (4) Offering foreign language classes again, would benefit
Bryden High students in a couple of different ways.

(5) First of all, taking at least one foreign language class could help develop student cultural
sensitivity. (6) Bryden High is located in a metropolitan area where the immigrants of many
different countries live. (7) A Spanish-speaking community and a Korean-speaking community
are located just a few blocks away from the school. (8) Many of the people who live in these
communities do not speak English at all, and learning a foreign language could help students
get to know these immigrants who live near Bryden High. (9) Reinstating the Spanish class
and adding a Korean class would be a great way to help today's young students become
tomorow's caring neighbors and strengthen our city.

(10) If Bryden High students study foreign languages, they will be better prepared for their
future careers than students who have not taken foreign language classes. (11) Many
employers are looking for employees that are knowing how to speak more than one language.
(12) Companies often conduct business overseas, so many job positions require fluency in
both english and another language. (13) If Bryden High does not offer foreign languages, then
graduates will not be able to find jobs.

(14) In conclusion, I believe that the school board's recent vote has been a dire disservice
to our students. (15) I think the school board could easily rectify this mistake by voting again to
bring back the foreign language classes to Bryden High School. (16) Students who are
enlightened in more than one language could change our city and our economy forever.

Which of the following changes should be made to sentence 5?

A. Change class to classes.

B. Add a colon after develop.

C. Remove the comma after all.

D. Change student to student's.
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Question 14 .

from Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fourth Inaugural Address
Saturday, January 20, 1945

     [Transcriber's note: The fourth inauguration was conducted without fanfare. Because of the
expense and impropriety of festivity during the height of war, the oath of office was taken on
the South Portico of the White House. It was administered by Chief Justice Harlan Stone. No
formal celebrations followed the address. Instead of re-nominating Vice President Henry
Wallace in the election of 1944, the Democratic convention chose the Senator from Missouri,
Harry S. Truman.]

     Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. Vice President, my friends, you will understand and, I believe, agree
with my wish that the form of this inauguration be simple and its words brief.
     We Americans of today, together with our allies, are passing through a period of supreme
test. It is a test of our courage—of our resolve—of our wisdom—our essential democracy.
     If we meet that test—successfully and honorably—we shall perform a service of historic
importance which men and women and children will honor throughout all time.
     As I stand here today, having taken the solemn oath of office in the presence of my fellow
countrymen—in the presence of our God—I know that it is America's purpose that we shall not
fail.
     In the days and in the years that are to come we shall work for a just and honorable peace,
a durable peace, as today we work and fight for total victory in war.
     We can and we will achieve such a peace.
     We shall strive for perfection. We shall not achieve it immediately—but we still shall strive.
We may make mistakes—but they must never be mistakes which result from faintness of heart
or abandonment of moral principle.
     I remember that my old schoolmaster, Dr. Peabody, said, in days that seemed to us then to
be secure and untroubled: "Things in life will not always run smoothly. Sometimes we will be
rising toward the heights—then all will seem to reverse itself and start downward. The great
fact to remember is that the trend of civilization itself is forever upward; that a line drawn
through the middle of the peaks and the valleys of the centuries always has an upward trend."
     Our Constitution of 1787 was not a perfect instrument; it is not perfect yet. But it provided a
firm base upon which all manner of men, of all races and colors and creeds, could build our
solid structure of democracy.
     And so today, in this year of war, 1945, we have learned lessons—at a fearful cost—and we
shall profit by them.
     We have learned that we cannot live alone, at peace; that our own well-being is dependent
on the well-being of other nations far away. We have learned that we must live as men, not as
ostriches, nor as dogs in the manger.
     We have learned to be citizens of the world, members of the human community.
     We have learned the simple truth, as Emerson said, that "The only way to have a friend is
to be one."
     We can gain no lasting peace if we approach it with suspicion and mistrust or with fear. We
can gain it only if we proceed with the understanding, the confidence, and the courage which
flow from conviction.
     The Almighty God has blessed our land in many ways. He has given our people stout
hearts and strong arms with which to strike mighty blows for freedom and truth. He has given
to our country a faith which has become the hope of all peoples in an anguished world.
     So we pray to Him now for the vision to see our way clearly—to see the way that leads to a
better life for ourselves and for all our fellow men—to the achievement of His will to peace on
earth. 

What is the main purpose of this speech?

A. to point out the duties of America’s citizens

B. to describe the shortcomings of the American Constitution of 1787

C. to inspire Americans to move forward courageously as citizens of the world

D. to describe the ups and downs faced by an individual in his life
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Question 15 .

The following draft of a student's essay contains errors.

Foreign Languages

(1) Recently, the school board voted to cut all of our foreign language classes here at
Bryden High School. (2) For years, Bryden has offered Spanish, Portuguese, French, and
German classes, but those classes will not be offered next year. (3) This is terrible news for
the Bryden High student body. (4) Offering foreign language classes again, would benefit
Bryden High students in a couple of different ways.

(5) First of all, taking at least one foreign language class could help develop student cultural
sensitivity. (6) Bryden High is located in a metropolitan area where the immigrants of many
different countries live. (7) A Spanish-speaking community and a Korean-speaking community
are located just a few blocks away from the school. (8) Many of the people who live in these
communities do not speak English at all, and learning a foreign language could help students
get to know these immigrants who live near Bryden High. (9) Reinstating the Spanish class
and adding a Korean class would be a great way to help today's young students become
tomorow's caring neighbors and strengthen our city.

(10) If Bryden High students study foreign languages, they will be better prepared for their
future careers than students who have not taken foreign language classes. (11) Many
employers are looking for employees that are knowing how to speak more than one language.
(12) Companies often conduct business overseas, so many job positions require fluency in
both english and another language. (13) If Bryden High does not offer foreign languages, then
graduates will not be able to find jobs.

(14) In conclusion, I believe that the school board's recent vote has been a dire disservice
to our students. (15) I think the school board could easily rectify this mistake by voting again to
bring back the foreign language classes to Bryden High School. (16) Students who are
enlightened in more than one language could change our city and our economy forever.

Which sentence from the passage contains a spelling error?

A. sentence 15

B. sentence 14

C. sentence 2

D. sentence 9
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Question 16 .

The following draft of a student's essay contains errors.

Foreign Languages

(1) Recently, the school board voted to cut all of our foreign language classes here at
Bryden High School. (2) For years, Bryden has offered Spanish, Portuguese, French, and
German classes, but those classes will not be offered next year. (3) This is terrible news for
the Bryden High student body. (4) Offering foreign language classes again, would benefit
Bryden High students in a couple of different ways.

(5) First of all, taking at least one foreign language class could help develop student cultural
sensitivity. (6) Bryden High is located in a metropolitan area where the immigrants of many
different countries live. (7) A Spanish-speaking community and a Korean-speaking community
are located just a few blocks away from the school. (8) Many of the people who live in these
communities do not speak English at all, and learning a foreign language could help students
get to know these immigrants who live near Bryden High. (9) Reinstating the Spanish class
and adding a Korean class would be a great way to help today's young students become
tomorow's caring neighbors and strengthen our city.

(10) If Bryden High students study foreign languages, they will be better prepared for their
future careers than students who have not taken foreign language classes. (11) Many
employers are looking for employees that are knowing how to speak more than one language.
(12) Companies often conduct business overseas, so many job positions require fluency in
both english and another language. (13) If Bryden High does not offer foreign languages, then
graduates will not be able to find jobs.

(14) In conclusion, I believe that the school board's recent vote has been a dire disservice
to our students. (15) I think the school board could easily rectify this mistake by voting again to
bring back the foreign language classes to Bryden High School. (16) Students who are
enlightened in more than one language could change our city and our economy forever.

Which of the following is the correct way to punctuate sentence 4?

A. Offering foreign language classes again would benefit Bryden High students, in a
couple of different ways.

B. Offering foreign language classes, again would benefit Bryden High students in a
couple of different ways.

C. Offering foreign language classes again would benefit Bryden High students in a
couple of different ways.

D. Offering foreign language classes again would benefit Bryden High students in a
couple of different ways:
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Question 17 .

from Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fourth Inaugural Address
Saturday, January 20, 1945

     [Transcriber's note: The fourth inauguration was conducted without fanfare. Because of the
expense and impropriety of festivity during the height of war, the oath of office was taken on
the South Portico of the White House. It was administered by Chief Justice Harlan Stone. No
formal celebrations followed the address. Instead of re-nominating Vice President Henry
Wallace in the election of 1944, the Democratic convention chose the Senator from Missouri,
Harry S. Truman.]

     Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. Vice President, my friends, you will understand and, I believe, agree
with my wish that the form of this inauguration be simple and its words brief.
     We Americans of today, together with our allies, are passing through a period of supreme
test. It is a test of our courage—of our resolve—of our wisdom—our essential democracy.
     If we meet that test—successfully and honorably—we shall perform a service of historic
importance which men and women and children will honor throughout all time.
     As I stand here today, having taken the solemn oath of office in the presence of my fellow
countrymen—in the presence of our God—I know that it is America's purpose that we shall not
fail.
     In the days and in the years that are to come we shall work for a just and honorable peace,
a durable peace, as today we work and fight for total victory in war.
     We can and we will achieve such a peace.
     We shall strive for perfection. We shall not achieve it immediately—but we still shall strive.
We may make mistakes—but they must never be mistakes which result from faintness of heart
or abandonment of moral principle.
     I remember that my old schoolmaster, Dr. Peabody, said, in days that seemed to us then to
be secure and untroubled: "Things in life will not always run smoothly. Sometimes we will be
rising toward the heights—then all will seem to reverse itself and start downward. The great
fact to remember is that the trend of civilization itself is forever upward; that a line drawn
through the middle of the peaks and the valleys of the centuries always has an upward trend."
     Our Constitution of 1787 was not a perfect instrument; it is not perfect yet. But it provided a
firm base upon which all manner of men, of all races and colors and creeds, could build our
solid structure of democracy.
     And so today, in this year of war, 1945, we have learned lessons—at a fearful cost—and we
shall profit by them.
     We have learned that we cannot live alone, at peace; that our own well-being is dependent
on the well-being of other nations far away. We have learned that we must live as men, not as
ostriches, nor as dogs in the manger.
     We have learned to be citizens of the world, members of the human community.
     We have learned the simple truth, as Emerson said, that "The only way to have a friend is
to be one."
     We can gain no lasting peace if we approach it with suspicion and mistrust or with fear. We
can gain it only if we proceed with the understanding, the confidence, and the courage which
flow from conviction.
     The Almighty God has blessed our land in many ways. He has given our people stout
hearts and strong arms with which to strike mighty blows for freedom and truth. He has given
to our country a faith which has become the hope of all peoples in an anguished world.
     So we pray to Him now for the vision to see our way clearly—to see the way that leads to a
better life for ourselves and for all our fellow men—to the achievement of His will to peace on
earth. 

How does Franklin D. Roosevelt feel about America's involvement with other nations?

A. Peace cannot be achieved by interfering in the wars of other nations.

B. Peace can be maintained if America focuses on its own well-being.

C. In order to achieve peace, America must foster relationships with other nations.

D. The only way to maintain peace is by going to war with other countries.

Copyright © 2020 Edmentum - All rights reserved.



https://app162.studyisland.com/cfw/test/print-practice-worksheet/b1731?CFID=dcadf252-b875-4bbe-ad60-a646aeeb25bc&CFTOKEN=0&packID=b… 15/28

Question 18 .

The following is an article from page 138 of a textbook.

The Harsh Steppe
by Tirzah Tyler

     Perhaps one of the most misunderstood climate types is the steppe, which often serves, in
a way, as a transition from a prairie grassland to an arid desert. Even though it is sometimes
erroneously referred to as a "desert" or a "prairie," the steppe climate is neither a desert nor a
prairie. Steppes are semi-arid, flat areas located in various parts of the world such as Asia and
North America. Steppes can be quite sandy and windy, and they get more rain than deserts
and less rain than prairies.
     Plants and animals that grow and live wildly in steppe climates are sturdy enough to handle
the harsh conditions of a steppe. For example, sagebrush is a resilient shrub that exists as a
variety of different species such as tarragon, wormwood, and mugwort. Another type of plant,
a tumbleweed, will dry out, detach from its roots, and scatter its seeds by rolling along the
ground. One example of a steppe animal is the corsac fox, an omnivore that lives in the
Mongolian-Manchurian Steppe, which spans across parts of Mongolia, China, and Russia. In
North American steppes, coyotes are solitary and vocal carnivores that thrive and inspire
folklore. 
     One region of steppe in North America is an area in West Texas called the Permian Basin.
This dry area endures cool winters, hot summers, dust storms, and long periods of drought.
However, during a rainstorm, the precipitation can be torrential and cause massive flooding in
roadways. Many of the people who live in this area consider it to be a "desert," especially
since it is definitely no "prairie." The Permian Basin, however, is certainly one example of a
subtropical steppe. The steppe in this part of North America serves as a transition—a step of
sorts—from the grassy areas of Texas to the mountains of New Mexico.

If the author were to continue her research and write a new article about subtropical climates, which
would be the most credible source to use?

A. an educational Web site that describes college students' research on subtropical
climates

B. a book written by a political candidate who was born and raised in a subtropical
climate

C. a U.S. government Web site that describes current climate patterns in the Florida Keys

D. a memoir written in 2009 by an author who spent decades writing novels in the Florida
Keys
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Question 19 .

The following draft of a student's essay contains errors.

Foreign Languages

(1) Recently, the school board voted to cut all of our foreign language classes here at
Bryden High School. (2) For years, Bryden has offered Spanish, Portuguese, French, and
German classes, but those classes will not be offered next year. (3) This is terrible news for
the Bryden High student body. (4) Offering foreign language classes again, would benefit
Bryden High students in a couple of different ways.

(5) First of all, taking at least one foreign language class could help develop student cultural
sensitivity. (6) Bryden High is located in a metropolitan area where the immigrants of many
different countries live. (7) A Spanish-speaking community and a Korean-speaking community
are located just a few blocks away from the school. (8) Many of the people who live in these
communities do not speak English at all, and learning a foreign language could help students
get to know these immigrants who live near Bryden High. (9) Reinstating the Spanish class
and adding a Korean class would be a great way to help today's young students become
tomorow's caring neighbors and strengthen our city.

(10) If Bryden High students study foreign languages, they will be better prepared for their
future careers than students who have not taken foreign language classes. (11) Many
employers are looking for employees that are knowing how to speak more than one language.
(12) Companies often conduct business overseas, so many job positions require fluency in
both english and another language. (13) If Bryden High does not offer foreign languages, then
graduates will not be able to find jobs.

(14) In conclusion, I believe that the school board's recent vote has been a dire disservice
to our students. (15) I think the school board could easily rectify this mistake by voting again to
bring back the foreign language classes to Bryden High School. (16) Students who are
enlightened in more than one language could change our city and our economy forever.

Which sentence from the passage contains a capitalization error?

A. sentence 10

B. sentence 1

C. sentence 7

D. sentence 12
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Question 20 .

Security of Night
by Tirzah Tyler

Night gently floats away like a pitch-black security blanket
That has covered my weary eyes and has fallen softly to the floor
While the Sun burns like a searchlight on my questioning face.
Why must the night end?

5     Mist delicately dances through the early morning air
While clouds rush overhead to welcome the imminent new dawn
And flocks of birds scurry to silence their insistent, customary hunger.
Why must morning come?

     Amnesia had steeped in my mind with a saturated nocturnal sweetness
10     That has been swallowed by insatiable, squelching remembrance

That announces the inescapable grind with a fanfare.
Why must I rise?

Life pulses through the veins in my limbs with a growing ferocity
     As I ease my callous feet onto the floor of the lion's den
15     And breathe the air of the freshly vulnerable day.

Why must I fret?

Why does the author use the simile, "Night gently floats away like a pitch-black security blanket..."?

A. to explain how difficult waking up can be

B. to show how different day and night are

C. to describe how dark and quiet nights are

D. to indicate how comforting nights can be
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Question 21 .

The following is an article from page 138 of a textbook.

The Harsh Steppe
by Tirzah Tyler

     Perhaps one of the most misunderstood climate types is the steppe, which often serves, in
a way, as a transition from a prairie grassland to an arid desert. Even though it is sometimes
erroneously referred to as a "desert" or a "prairie," the steppe climate is neither a desert nor a
prairie. Steppes are semi-arid, flat areas located in various parts of the world such as Asia and
North America. Steppes can be quite sandy and windy, and they get more rain than deserts
and less rain than prairies.
     Plants and animals that grow and live wildly in steppe climates are sturdy enough to handle
the harsh conditions of a steppe. For example, sagebrush is a resilient shrub that exists as a
variety of different species such as tarragon, wormwood, and mugwort. Another type of plant,
a tumbleweed, will dry out, detach from its roots, and scatter its seeds by rolling along the
ground. One example of a steppe animal is the corsac fox, an omnivore that lives in the
Mongolian-Manchurian Steppe, which spans across parts of Mongolia, China, and Russia. In
North American steppes, coyotes are solitary and vocal carnivores that thrive and inspire
folklore. 
     One region of steppe in North America is an area in West Texas called the Permian Basin.
This dry area endures cool winters, hot summers, dust storms, and long periods of drought.
However, during a rainstorm, the precipitation can be torrential and cause massive flooding in
roadways. Many of the people who live in this area consider it to be a "desert," especially
since it is definitely no "prairie." The Permian Basin, however, is certainly one example of a
subtropical steppe. The steppe in this part of North America serves as a transition—a step of
sorts—from the grassy areas of Texas to the mountains of New Mexico.

Which of the following would be the best paraphrase of the third paragraph?

A. Some areas of Texas that endure cool winters and hot summers are considered to be
"deserts" (Tyler 138).

B. West Texas—a steppe between Texas grasslands and New Mexico mountains—is a
dry, dusty area (Tyler 138).

C. In the Permian Basin of West Texas, roadways can flood massively during torrential
rainfall (Tyler 138).

D. The Permian Basin—a dry area that can receive torrential rainfall—is one example of a
steppe (Tyler 138).
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Question 22 .

A Fresh Batch
by Tirzah Tyler

     The metallic whine of the espresso machine sliced through the coffeehouse air like a
caffeinated buzz saw. However, above the din of beverage service and jazz music, one
conversation dominated the atmosphere.
     "After I opened my store at Rothborough Center, I tripled my clientele," Miranda said with a
flourish of her fingernail-painted hand. "I was doing 30 beauty makeovers a week, and I had
three girls on staff with me." This part of the story was embarrassing for Miranda to tell, so she
hesitated.
     "I didn't know you used to own a business," Becky said with a widening of her sparkly
young eyes.
     Miranda chuckled and rolled her eyes slightly before taking a sip of her coffee. Becky's
such a nice kid, but she doesn't know anything, Miranda thought. "Yeah, life can be that way if
you're not careful," she said aloud.
     "What do you mean?" Becky asked.
     With a deep sigh, Miranda examined the freckle-covered wrinkles on her plump hand
before she continued her story. "My cosmetics store was my first real business venture, and I
didn't have a college degree or entrepreneurial training. I had plenty of drive, though, and I
thought I could accomplish big things with nothing more than a strong personality. I soon
learned that achieving success and maintaining it are two different things. When I started
losing customers, I . . . ," Miranda's voice trailed off, and her eyes became tiny pools that filled
quickly.
     "Hold that thought," Becky interrupted gently, hoping she was not being rude to her
coworker Miranda. "I'm going to get a refill on my bottomless cappuccino." Then she leaped
out of the plastic chair in which she had been sitting. Grabbing coffee after they had finished
their shift at the salon sounded like a great idea at first. Now, however, Becky was unsure how
much longer she would be able to remain awake, even with bottomless caffeine.
     I know I'm only 20 years old, but I'm her new supervisor, Becky thought while she poured
herself a fresh batch of coffee. Maybe she lost her business because she talked down to her
customers.
     As she walked back to Miranda's table, Becky wondered how a woman who looked so
polished on the outside could be so rough on the inside. She glanced at Miranda's
immaculately painted face and noticed for the first time that Miranda's mascara was running.
     "I unjustly accused my three young employees of stealing from me," Miranda said with a
quavering voice. "I found out much later how terribly wrong I had been."
     Becky almost tipped over her cappuccino while she speedily rummaged through her purse
for tissues. A well of compassion bubbled up from inside her and flooded into her eyes while
she offered the tissue to Miranda.
     "Thank you, sweetie," Miranda said quietly, as if she were addressing a toddler, while she
dabbed the corners of her eyes with the tissue. "Life can take so many unexpected turns, like
a roller-coaster ride that shows no mercy."
     Becky was not quite sure what Miranda meant by that statement, but she blotted her own
tears with a fresh tissue and said politely, "That makes sense."
     "I am so thankful that your company hired me, because you have so much to learn from
me," Miranda declared right before she blew her nose on her smudged tissue. The staccato
blasts of air into her tissue rivaled the cacophonous whir of the coffeehouse's espresso
machine.

Which of the following words could best replace the word cacophonous without changing the meaning
of the last sentence in the passage?

A. disdainful

B. fraudulent

C. ominous

D. raucous
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Question 23 .

The following draft of a student's essay contains errors.

Foreign Languages

(1) Recently, the school board voted to cut all of our foreign language classes here at
Bryden High School. (2) For years, Bryden has offered Spanish, Portuguese, French, and
German classes, but those classes will not be offered next year. (3) This is terrible news for
the Bryden High student body. (4) Offering foreign language classes again, would benefit
Bryden High students in a couple of different ways.

(5) First of all, taking at least one foreign language class could help develop student cultural
sensitivity. (6) Bryden High is located in a metropolitan area where the immigrants of many
different countries live. (7) A Spanish-speaking community and a Korean-speaking community
are located just a few blocks away from the school. (8) Many of the people who live in these
communities do not speak English at all, and learning a foreign language could help students
get to know these immigrants who live near Bryden High. (9) Reinstating the Spanish class
and adding a Korean class would be a great way to help today's young students become
tomorow's caring neighbors and strengthen our city.

(10) If Bryden High students study foreign languages, they will be better prepared for their
future careers than students who have not taken foreign language classes. (11) Many
employers are looking for employees that are knowing how to speak more than one language.
(12) Companies often conduct business overseas, so many job positions require fluency in
both english and another language. (13) If Bryden High does not offer foreign languages, then
graduates will not be able to find jobs.

(14) In conclusion, I believe that the school board's recent vote has been a dire disservice
to our students. (15) I think the school board could easily rectify this mistake by voting again to
bring back the foreign language classes to Bryden High School. (16) Students who are
enlightened in more than one language could change our city and our economy forever.

What would be the best way to rewrite sentence 11 to correctly include an adjectival clause?

A. Many employers are looking for employees whom are speaking more than one
language.

B. Many employers are looking for employees who know how to speak more than one
language.

C. Many employers are looking for employees that are having more than one language
spoken.

D. Many employers are looking for employees that know how more than one language is
spoken.
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Question 24 .

from Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fourth Inaugural Address
Saturday, January 20, 1945

     [Transcriber's note: The fourth inauguration was conducted without fanfare. Because of the
expense and impropriety of festivity during the height of war, the oath of office was taken on
the South Portico of the White House. It was administered by Chief Justice Harlan Stone. No
formal celebrations followed the address. Instead of re-nominating Vice President Henry
Wallace in the election of 1944, the Democratic convention chose the Senator from Missouri,
Harry S. Truman.]

     Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. Vice President, my friends, you will understand and, I believe, agree
with my wish that the form of this inauguration be simple and its words brief.
     We Americans of today, together with our allies, are passing through a period of supreme
test. It is a test of our courage—of our resolve—of our wisdom—our essential democracy.
     If we meet that test—successfully and honorably—we shall perform a service of historic
importance which men and women and children will honor throughout all time.
     As I stand here today, having taken the solemn oath of office in the presence of my fellow
countrymen—in the presence of our God—I know that it is America's purpose that we shall not
fail.
     In the days and in the years that are to come we shall work for a just and honorable peace,
a durable peace, as today we work and fight for total victory in war.
     We can and we will achieve such a peace.
     We shall strive for perfection. We shall not achieve it immediately—but we still shall strive.
We may make mistakes—but they must never be mistakes which result from faintness of heart
or abandonment of moral principle.
     I remember that my old schoolmaster, Dr. Peabody, said, in days that seemed to us then to
be secure and untroubled: "Things in life will not always run smoothly. Sometimes we will be
rising toward the heights—then all will seem to reverse itself and start downward. The great
fact to remember is that the trend of civilization itself is forever upward; that a line drawn
through the middle of the peaks and the valleys of the centuries always has an upward trend."
     Our Constitution of 1787 was not a perfect instrument; it is not perfect yet. But it provided a
firm base upon which all manner of men, of all races and colors and creeds, could build our
solid structure of democracy.
     And so today, in this year of war, 1945, we have learned lessons—at a fearful cost—and we
shall profit by them.
     We have learned that we cannot live alone, at peace; that our own well-being is dependent
on the well-being of other nations far away. We have learned that we must live as men, not as
ostriches, nor as dogs in the manger.
     We have learned to be citizens of the world, members of the human community.
     We have learned the simple truth, as Emerson said, that "The only way to have a friend is
to be one."
     We can gain no lasting peace if we approach it with suspicion and mistrust or with fear. We
can gain it only if we proceed with the understanding, the confidence, and the courage which
flow from conviction.
     The Almighty God has blessed our land in many ways. He has given our people stout
hearts and strong arms with which to strike mighty blows for freedom and truth. He has given
to our country a faith which has become the hope of all peoples in an anguished world.
     So we pray to Him now for the vision to see our way clearly—to see the way that leads to a
better life for ourselves and for all our fellow men—to the achievement of His will to peace on
earth. 

In his Inaugural Address, why does Franklin D. Roosevelt repeat the phrase "We have learned"?

A. to show that America will continue to grow into a powerful nation

B. to convey the idea that America's approach to democracy is imperfect

C. to emphasize the need for a change in America's foreign policy

D. to reiterate the importance of learning from past mistakes
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Question 25 .

Read the sentence and the dictionary entry.

My mother had accumulated so many makeup items over the years that she couldn't even keep track
of which ones had become redundant for regular use.

re·dun·dant adjective

1. having an unusual extra part or
feature

2. no longer employed
3. repetitive in expression
4. beyond what is needed

What is the definition of redundant as it is used in the sentence?

A. definition 3

B. definition 2

C. definition 1

D. definition 4
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Question 26 .

Gioacchino Rossini
by Tirzah Tyler

     Gioacchino Rossini was a very famous Italian composer who wrote 39 operas and other
musical works, and he is especially known for his comic operas. Rossini was born on February
29, 1792, and he grew up in a family of musicians. His father—a slaughterhouse inspector—
was a horn player, and his mother was a singer. When he was six years old, Rossini played
the triangle in his father's band, and later he began taking harpsichord lessons. A harpsichord
is an instrument that is similar to a piano; a piano's strings are struck, but a harpsichord's
strings are plucked. Rossini's teacher Giuseppe Prinetti would play the harpsichord with only
two fingers and would fall asleep while standing up. Rossini then began taking lessons from
Angelo Tesei, who taught him some basics of music such as piano accompaniment and vocal
performance. As a teenager, Rossini studied cello and counterpoint. Counterpoint is a musical
composition technique in which melodies are written to complement the main melody of a
piece. Rossini was particularly a fan of the Classical-era composers Haydn and Mozart, and
their clean and simple musical styles of the 1700s highly influenced his composition style.
     Although Rossini composed various types of musical works, he is mainly known for his
operas. An opera is a drama in which the entire dialogue is sung. "Opera buffa" is an Italian
term that means "comic opera." Rossini wrote his operas to be sung in "bel canto." Bel canto
is a skillful style of singing that had been embraced in the Baroque era—the period in which
elaborate, ornate music was composed during the 1600s and part of the 1700s. Rossini also
had a knack for writing music for opera buffa. In 1810, Rossini's first opera, La cambiale di
matrimonio (The Marriage Contract), premiered in Venice. He would compose operas fairly
quickly, usually within three weeks or less. Rossini wrote at this brisk pace for the duration of
his career. His most famous opera is Il barbiere di Siviglia (The Barber of Seville), which
opened in 1816. In 1817, Rossini's opera La Cenerentola (Cinderella) premiered. One way in
which Rossini's Cinderella differs from the original story is that the main character is identified
by a bracelet instead of a glass slipper. Rossini continued to enjoy a great deal of success,
and then after his opera Guillaume Tell (William Tell) opened in 1829, he retired from writing
operas. 
     During his brief but highly successful career, Rossini left a strong musical legacy for people
throughout the world to enjoy. His overtures—or the orchestral pieces that introduce operas—
are especially popular. Rossini's overture to William Tell is frequently recognized as the theme
song to "The Lone Ranger" television series. Rossini's overture to The Barber of Seville is
parodied in the cartoon "Rabbit of Seville," which features Bugs Bunny and Elmer Fudd. In
1822, composer Ludwig van Beethoven once told Rossini, "So you're the composer of The
Barber of Seville. I congratulate you. It will be played as long as Italian opera exists." Perhaps
Rossini's works will also be played as long as music exists.

What can the passage's organization help the reader infer about Rossini?

A. Writing the passage with a comparison/contrast structure illustrates how Rossini's
comic operas differ from his other works.

B. Writing the passage with a comparison/contrast structure illustrates how Rossini's
operas heavily influenced modern music.

C. Writing the passage in chronological order explains how Rossini's musical background
prepared him to compose comic operas.

D. Writing the passage in chronological order explains how Rossini's musical family
influenced the subject matter of his operas.
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Question 27 .

The following is an article from page 138 of a textbook.

The Harsh Steppe
by Tirzah Tyler

     Perhaps one of the most misunderstood climate types is the steppe, which often serves, in
a way, as a transition from a prairie grassland to an arid desert. Even though it is sometimes
erroneously referred to as a "desert" or a "prairie," the steppe climate is neither a desert nor a
prairie. Steppes are semi-arid, flat areas located in various parts of the world such as Asia and
North America. Steppes can be quite sandy and windy, and they get more rain than deserts
and less rain than prairies.
     Plants and animals that grow and live wildly in steppe climates are sturdy enough to handle
the harsh conditions of a steppe. For example, sagebrush is a resilient shrub that exists as a
variety of different species such as tarragon, wormwood, and mugwort. Another type of plant,
a tumbleweed, will dry out, detach from its roots, and scatter its seeds by rolling along the
ground. One example of a steppe animal is the corsac fox, an omnivore that lives in the
Mongolian-Manchurian Steppe, which spans across parts of Mongolia, China, and Russia. In
North American steppes, coyotes are solitary and vocal carnivores that thrive and inspire
folklore. 
     One region of steppe in North America is an area in West Texas called the Permian Basin.
This dry area endures cool winters, hot summers, dust storms, and long periods of drought.
However, during a rainstorm, the precipitation can be torrential and cause massive flooding in
roadways. Many of the people who live in this area consider it to be a "desert," especially
since it is definitely no "prairie." The Permian Basin, however, is certainly one example of a
subtropical steppe. The steppe in this part of North America serves as a transition—a step of
sorts—from the grassy areas of Texas to the mountains of New Mexico.

The author of this passage listed four different sources—three books and one online article—in her
bibliography. Which of her following bibliography entries is correctly written?

A. Pflugerston, Rebecca. "The Misunderstood Climate." Climatehogs.com,

N.p., 29 June 2009. Web. 25 Jan. 2013.

B. Hubacher, Merle. "A Steppe into the Great Beyond." New York:

      Pryor Press, 1988. Print.

C. Steadfast, Roger. West Texas Landscapes and Tall Tales. Dallas:

      Pixellating Publishing, 2004. Print.

D. Sylvester Montegordo. World Climates and Biomes. Dallas,

      Ouldveau Press: 1992. Print.
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Question 28 .

Gioacchino Rossini
by Tirzah Tyler

     Gioacchino Rossini was a very famous Italian composer who wrote 39 operas and other
musical works, and he is especially known for his comic operas. Rossini was born on February
29, 1792, and he grew up in a family of musicians. His father—a slaughterhouse inspector—
was a horn player, and his mother was a singer. When he was six years old, Rossini played
the triangle in his father's band, and later he began taking harpsichord lessons. A harpsichord
is an instrument that is similar to a piano; a piano's strings are struck, but a harpsichord's
strings are plucked. Rossini's teacher Giuseppe Prinetti would play the harpsichord with only
two fingers and would fall asleep while standing up. Rossini then began taking lessons from
Angelo Tesei, who taught him some basics of music such as piano accompaniment and vocal
performance. As a teenager, Rossini studied cello and counterpoint. Counterpoint is a musical
composition technique in which melodies are written to complement the main melody of a
piece. Rossini was particularly a fan of the Classical-era composers Haydn and Mozart, and
their clean and simple musical styles of the 1700s highly influenced his composition style.
     Although Rossini composed various types of musical works, he is mainly known for his
operas. An opera is a drama in which the entire dialogue is sung. "Opera buffa" is an Italian
term that means "comic opera." Rossini wrote his operas to be sung in "bel canto." Bel canto
is a skillful style of singing that had been embraced in the Baroque era—the period in which
elaborate, ornate music was composed during the 1600s and part of the 1700s. Rossini also
had a knack for writing music for opera buffa. In 1810, Rossini's first opera, La cambiale di
matrimonio (The Marriage Contract), premiered in Venice. He would compose operas fairly
quickly, usually within three weeks or less. Rossini wrote at this brisk pace for the duration of
his career. His most famous opera is Il barbiere di Siviglia (The Barber of Seville), which
opened in 1816. In 1817, Rossini's opera La Cenerentola (Cinderella) premiered. One way in
which Rossini's Cinderella differs from the original story is that the main character is identified
by a bracelet instead of a glass slipper. Rossini continued to enjoy a great deal of success,
and then after his opera Guillaume Tell (William Tell) opened in 1829, he retired from writing
operas. 
     During his brief but highly successful career, Rossini left a strong musical legacy for people
throughout the world to enjoy. His overtures—or the orchestral pieces that introduce operas—
are especially popular. Rossini's overture to William Tell is frequently recognized as the theme
song to "The Lone Ranger" television series. Rossini's overture to The Barber of Seville is
parodied in the cartoon "Rabbit of Seville," which features Bugs Bunny and Elmer Fudd. In
1822, composer Ludwig van Beethoven once told Rossini, "So you're the composer of The
Barber of Seville. I congratulate you. It will be played as long as Italian opera exists." Perhaps
Rossini's works will also be played as long as music exists.

Read the following sentence from the first paragraph.

Rossini was particularly a fan of the Classical-era composers Haydn and Mozart, and their clean and
simple musical styles of the 1700s highly influenced his composition style.

Which of the following would be the best way to change this compound sentence into two simple
sentences?

A. Rossini was, particularly, a fan of Haydn and Mozart and their clean and simple
Classical-era musical style. Rossini's composition style was highly influenced.

B. Rossini was particularly a fan of their clean and simple musical styles of the 1700s.
The Classical-era composers Haydn and Mozart highly influenced his composition
style.

C. Rossini was particularly a fan of the Classical-era composers Haydn and Mozart. Their
clean and simple musical styles of the 1700s highly influenced his composition style.

D. Rossini was particularly a fan of the Classical-era composers Haydn and Mozart and
their clean and simple musical styles of the 1700s. They highly influenced his
composition style.
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Question 29 .

Gioacchino Rossini
by Tirzah Tyler

     Gioacchino Rossini was a very famous Italian composer who wrote 39 operas and other
musical works, and he is especially known for his comic operas. Rossini was born on February
29, 1792, and he grew up in a family of musicians. His father—a slaughterhouse inspector—
was a horn player, and his mother was a singer. When he was six years old, Rossini played
the triangle in his father's band, and later he began taking harpsichord lessons. A harpsichord
is an instrument that is similar to a piano; a piano's strings are struck, but a harpsichord's
strings are plucked. Rossini's teacher Giuseppe Prinetti would play the harpsichord with only
two fingers and would fall asleep while standing up. Rossini then began taking lessons from
Angelo Tesei, who taught him some basics of music such as piano accompaniment and vocal
performance. As a teenager, Rossini studied cello and counterpoint. Counterpoint is a musical
composition technique in which melodies are written to complement the main melody of a
piece. Rossini was particularly a fan of the Classical-era composers Haydn and Mozart, and
their clean and simple musical styles of the 1700s highly influenced his composition style.
     Although Rossini composed various types of musical works, he is mainly known for his
operas. An opera is a drama in which the entire dialogue is sung. "Opera buffa" is an Italian
term that means "comic opera." Rossini wrote his operas to be sung in "bel canto." Bel canto
is a skillful style of singing that had been embraced in the Baroque era—the period in which
elaborate, ornate music was composed during the 1600s and part of the 1700s. Rossini also
had a knack for writing music for opera buffa. In 1810, Rossini's first opera, La cambiale di
matrimonio (The Marriage Contract), premiered in Venice. He would compose operas fairly
quickly, usually within three weeks or less. Rossini wrote at this brisk pace for the duration of
his career. His most famous opera is Il barbiere di Siviglia (The Barber of Seville), which
opened in 1816. In 1817, Rossini's opera La Cenerentola (Cinderella) premiered. One way in
which Rossini's Cinderella differs from the original story is that the main character is identified
by a bracelet instead of a glass slipper. Rossini continued to enjoy a great deal of success,
and then after his opera Guillaume Tell (William Tell) opened in 1829, he retired from writing
operas. 
     During his brief but highly successful career, Rossini left a strong musical legacy for people
throughout the world to enjoy. His overtures—or the orchestral pieces that introduce operas—
are especially popular. Rossini's overture to William Tell is frequently recognized as the theme
song to "The Lone Ranger" television series. Rossini's overture to The Barber of Seville is
parodied in the cartoon "Rabbit of Seville," which features Bugs Bunny and Elmer Fudd. In
1822, composer Ludwig van Beethoven once told Rossini, "So you're the composer of The
Barber of Seville. I congratulate you. It will be played as long as Italian opera exists." Perhaps
Rossini's works will also be played as long as music exists.

Which statement from the passage best supports the conclusion that Rossini had a knack for
composing efficiently?

A. Although Rossini composed various types of musical works, he is mainly known for his
operas.

B. Rossini was particularly a fan of Haydn and Mozart, and their Classical-era music
highly influenced his composition style.

C. As a teenager, Rossini studied cello and a musical composition technique called
counterpoint.

D. He would compose operas fairly quickly, usually within three weeks or less.
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Question 30 .

The following draft of a student's essay contains errors.

Foreign Languages

(1) Recently, the school board voted to cut all of our foreign language classes here at
Bryden High School. (2) For years, Bryden has offered Spanish, Portuguese, French, and
German classes, but those classes will not be offered next year. (3) This is terrible news for
the Bryden High student body. (4) Offering foreign language classes again, would benefit
Bryden High students in a couple of different ways.

(5) First of all, taking at least one foreign language class could help develop student cultural
sensitivity. (6) Bryden High is located in a metropolitan area where the immigrants of many
different countries live. (7) A Spanish-speaking community and a Korean-speaking community
are located just a few blocks away from the school. (8) Many of the people who live in these
communities do not speak English at all, and learning a foreign language could help students
get to know these immigrants who live near Bryden High. (9) Reinstating the Spanish class
and adding a Korean class would be a great way to help today's young students become
tomorow's caring neighbors and strengthen our city.

(10) If Bryden High students study foreign languages, they will be better prepared for their
future careers than students who have not taken foreign language classes. (11) Many
employers are looking for employees that are knowing how to speak more than one language.
(12) Companies often conduct business overseas, so many job positions require fluency in
both english and another language. (13) If Bryden High does not offer foreign languages, then
graduates will not be able to find jobs.

(14) In conclusion, I believe that the school board's recent vote has been a dire disservice
to our students. (15) I think the school board could easily rectify this mistake by voting again to
bring back the foreign language classes to Bryden High School. (16) Students who are
enlightened in more than one language could change our city and our economy forever.

Which of the following would be the best transitional phrase to add to the beginning of sentence 10?

A. However,

B. Nevertheless,

C. On the other hand,

D. In addition,

Copyright © 2020 Edmentum - All rights reserved.




