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As part of the American Rescue Plan Act, the Harrisburg School District, in consultation
with the Ready for Learning Committee, has developed a summary of our plan for safe
continuation of in-person learning and continuity of services.  We are requesting public
comment and will take such comments into account in the development of and
modification of the plan for end-of-year on-campus activities, and continuity of
instruction through the summer, and fall back-to-school activities.
Link for Public Comment regarding Harrisburg School District's Continuity of Services
(Ready for Learning) Plan

This plan is an outline of the items that have been and will continue to be addressed
and reviewed  by our Ready for Learning Committee and District Leadership Team and
in response to public comment. The Harrisburg School District Communicable
Disease-COVID-19 Exposure Control Plan 2021-2022:

Harrisburg School District Communicable Disease-COVID-19 Exposure Control Pl…
was adopted at a Special Called School Board Meeting on August 12, 2021 and
contains updates throughout the 2021-2022 school year.

The Harrisburg School District formulated this plan under the guidance and direction of
the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) and the Arkansas Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE). As knowledge and resources have evolved
throughout the pandemic, our district’s policies and practices have consistently been
updated to keep in line with current ADH/DESE directives and guidance.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Da2vIA_s_IzlDSk9bthWzgqrJtefP8fwJ9RKfhfhf4Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/33FuzpSWnVW3V4o37
https://forms.gle/33FuzpSWnVW3V4o37


Please understand any/all information within this plan is subject to change based on
new directives or guidelines that could be issued by the ADH and/or DESE. Updates to
this plan may also be needed as positive case counts rise rapidly within our community
or school district.

Continued Practices to Mitigate the Likelihood of
COVID-19 Spread Inside the School
Vaccinations:

Students who are ages 5 and older are eligible to receive a vaccination. Covid19
vaccinations are a personal choice and are not required to attend school.

Masks/Face Coverings:

Currently, masks are not mandatory and students/staff have the option to choose
whether or not to wear a face-covering on campus and/or buses. If students/staff feel
more comfortable wearing a face-covering, they are highly encouraged to continue
wearing one.   Masks must be appropriate for school following  handbook dress code
rules. Acceptable masks include personal masks, disposable masks, homemade
masks, handkerchiefs, and scarves.  Face-coverings will no longer be required at
after-school outdoor or indoor district events.

ADH/DESE recommendations regarding masks:
As updated on February 25, 2022, CDC guidance recommends that people 2 years of
age or older should wear a mask indoors in public, regardless of vaccination status, if
the COVID-19 Community Level for the county in which they live is “High”. If the level is
“Low” or “Medium”, masking is recommended to be based on personal preference and
assessment of personal risk. The COVID-19 Community Level is a metric that combines
the current level of spread of COVID-19 in a community with the strain on that
community’s healthcare system. The COVID-19 Community Level metric applies to
schools.  The COVID-19 Community level for your county can be found here: COVID-19
by County | CDC. It is particularly important to wear masks in settings where people
sing, shout, cheer, or physically exert themselves since these activities increase the risk
of spreading the virus.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html


Physical Distancing:

Physical distancing will be practiced to the extent practical. We will continue to
implement practices that promote physical distancing between individuals and groups of
individuals. When practical, we will follow the CDC recommendations for schools to
maintain: ● at least 3 feet of physical distance between students within classrooms, and
● at least 6 feet between students and adults, and between adults who are not fully
vaccinated.

Hand Washing/Cleaning:

Harrisburg Schools will continue to have hand sanitizer and/or hand washing stations
with soap and water readily available (eg. at entrances, classrooms, etc). Students,
teachers, staff, and campus visitors are encouraged to sanitize and/or wash hands
frequently.

Ventilation/Air Circulation:

Whenever possible, HSD schools  will work to improve airflow by allowing outside air to
circulate in the buildings.  We will also be referring to CDC guidance on increasing
ventilation to prevent COVID-19 spread. Ventilation in Buildings | CDC

Screening:

HSD asks that parents do screenings at home.  Screening usually consists of making
sure a person doesn’t have a fever, as well as having him or her answer questions
about symptoms and exposures.

Food Service and School Meals

Based on DESE/ADH guidance and given the very low risk of transmission from
surfaces and shared objects, HSD will not limit food service approaches to single use
items and packaged meals. Harrisburg schools will still have established procedures
that maximize physical distance as much as possible when students are moving
through the food service line and while eating.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/ventilation.html


Busing

HSD has resumed normal transportation and face coverings are not required. Keeping
windows open, even a few inches, improves air circulation and is encouraged if it does
not pose a safety risk.

Responding to Positive COVID-19 Cases in a
School
Close Contact Determination and Responses:

ADH has updated its guidance to allow flexibility at the district level for quarantining
those who have come into contact with a positive case. Currently, HSD has no
requirements for quarantining of students or staff based on exposure to a positive case
of Covid-19.

Isolation of those with COVID-19

It is still important for a person who tests positive for COVID-19 to isolate at home
regardless of vaccination status per the following guidance:
● Stay home for 5 days
● If you have no symptoms or your symptoms are resolving after 5 days, you can leave
your house.
● Continue to wear a mask around others through day 10 after symptom onset (or test
date if asymptomatic). After the initial 5 days, a person should also be fever-free for at
least 24 hours (without the use of fever-reducing medicines) before leaving isolation.

Educational Options:

DESE and ADH will work closely with the Harrisburg School District, if the need arises,
to monitor local situations and to assist if prolonged school closures or prolonged
remote learning becomes necessary. Students and staff should stay home when sick.
Virtual Learning will be available for students with extenuating circumstances.COVID-19
isolation requirements are taken into consideration when dealing with student and staff
absences, as well as state and federal requirements for staff and students with
disabilities. Students and families should feel confident that students can remain
connected to their teachers and school even when they are not able to attend in person
due to COVID-19 isolation requirements.



AMI Pivots for school-wide or district-wide COVID closures

In cases where  a classroom, or a grade level pivots to remote learning, the Harrisburg
School District will ensure the necessary tools for blended learning are in place to
facilitate the continuation of teaching and learning for small groups of staff and students.
In the event an entire school or the district must modify on-site instruction and pivot to
remote learning, the school or district will follow the Harrisburg School District’s
approved Alternate Method of Instruction (AMI) plan: Harrisburg - 2021-2022 AMI
Information

The Harrisburg School District is requesting public comments on these plan
modifications. To submit public comments  please click the link below. You may remain
anonymous when completing the form. The District Ready for Learning Committee will
take all comments into consideration in planning for the 2022-2023 school year.

Public Comment Link

https://www.hbgsd.org/304012_2
https://www.hbgsd.org/304012_2
https://forms.gle/kDWmGnPFtSXstiCy9

