
 

Martin’s Mill ISD Plan for Returning to School 
 
Martin’s Mill ISD (MMISD) officials have developed the following plan to reopen schools with 
the guidance of local, state, and federal leaders as well as local medical professionals and 
teachers. It is exceedingly important to understand that this is a “plan” intended to guide our 
actions and decisions and is in no way designed to address every possible scenario we might face 
during the 2020-2021 school year. As new and better information becomes available, this plan 
will change. MMISD officials are committed to the following principles that will guide our 
planning, decision-making, and execution of plans to return to school: 
 
1. We will put safety first. We will use science, data, and public health guidance to inform our 
decisions. 
2. We will be transparent. We will share what we know and what we don’t know and be clear 
about what we can and cannot control. 
3. We will be equitable. We will center decisions on what is best for all students, families, and 
educators. 
4. We will listen. We will bring together diverse stakeholders and experts to better understand 
the reality of our situation and to seek creative solutions. 
5. We will be decisive. Given the size and scope of the challenges before us, we must move 
deliberately and make tough choices. We will make mistakes but will adapt quickly as we 
discover better solutions. 
 
For additional information regarding community spread the Centers for Disease Control 
Prevention “Consideration for Schools” please access this link: 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 
The information provided in this document does not, and is not intended to, constitute legal 
advice. Instead, all information, content and materials available in this document are for general 
informational purposes only. Information in this document may not constitute the most up-to-
date legal or other information. This document contains links to other third-party websites. Such 
links are only for the convenience of the reader or user.  The content in this document is 
provided “as is”. No representations are made that the content is error-free.  
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
July 02, 2020 – Governor Abbot’s Executive Order Issued 
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-during-COVID-19-
IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf 
 
August 5, 2020 – Deadline to opt-out of traditional in-person instruction. Forms can be found on 
our school website www.martinsmillisd.net 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-during-COVID-19-IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-during-COVID-19-IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf


 
August 11, 2020 – Teachers return to work 
 
August 19, 2020 – Students return to school 
 

ESSENTIAL ACTIONS 
 
● MMISD Schools will systematically review student health care plans to address issues to 
accommodate and decrease their exposure to illness. Point of contact will be the school nurse. 
 
● MMISD Schools will create a process to identify medically high-risk students and develop a 
plan to address requests for alternative learning arrangements.  
*Not all requests must be met, but we will have a systematic procedure to address concerns. 
 
● MMISD Schools will refer to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Considerations 
for Schools Operating Schools During COVID-19 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html. 
 

GENERAL GUIDANCE 
 
MMISD Schools will rely on guidance offered from the Texas Department of State Health 
Services and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention should students or staff contract 
COVID-19. https://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/ 
 
● MMISD Schools strongly encourages all medically cleared students to attend school in person. 
 
● All schools will have hand sanitizing stations in various locations throughout each building. 
 
● All classrooms, common areas, and buses will be cleaned with disinfectant as often as practical 
throughout each day. 
 
● Face coverings or masks will be worn by students, staff, and school visitors over the age of ten 
(10) per Governor Abbott’s Executive Order.  All 4th graders will be asked to wear a mask. 
 
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-during-COVID-19-
IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf 
 
● Students age 9 or younger are strongly encouraged to wear facial coverings 
 
● Students, staff, and school visitors may be screened for fever (100.4 or greater) before entering 
the building. 
 
● All employees of MMISD will be provided with facial masks and/or shields. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-during-COVID-19-IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-during-COVID-19-IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf


● Water fountains will not be accessible, so students should bring their own water to drink 
throughout the day. The student’s name should be clearly written on his/her container.  Water 
filling stations will be available to all students. 
 
● Locker use will cease until further notice at the Martin’s Mill Elementary campus as well as 
the JH/High School campus. 
 
● School lunches may be “grab and go” and consumed inside the classroom as needed. 
 
● Students will be seated accordingly during lessons and in the cafeteria in an effort to achieve 
social distancing. 
 
● Activities may be altered based upon the latest professional guidance. 
 
● Parents will not be permitted to escort their children to class on the first day of school. 
 
● Parent volunteers will not be permitted to work on campus until further notice. 
 
● Principals will ensure that measures are taken to ensure appropriate procedures and distancing 
guidelines are followed when parents must visit the office. 
 
● Students who experience symptoms while at school will be isolated until parents are able to 
pick them up from school. 
 
● Normal travel patterns including school dismissal will be adapted to help distance students 
during transitions. 
 
● “Cohorting” or teacher movement may be used in lower grade levels instead of students 
changing classes. 
 
● Students must be symptom and fever free (under 100.4 without fever reducing medications) 
for 24 hours before returning to school after an illness. This new procedure will supersede any 
prior guidance. 
 
● Students who contract COVID-19 will be quarantined for the recommended number of days 
per CDC guidance. 
 
● Parents and staff will be contacted by the appropriate officials should a teacher or student 
within their class be diagnosed with COVID-19.  
 
● Principals at each campus will establish procedures to achieve the safest environment possible. 
 
● Parents who have not enrolled their children prior to the first day of school will need to call 
and make an appointment to do so. 
 
● Parents may enter the building by appointment only. 



CONSIDERATIONS 
 
● Parents should screen their children for fever (100.4 or greater) before leaving home. 
 
● Parents should consider packing personal hand sanitizer in their student’s backpacks. This 
should be labeled with the child's name for personal use only and not to be shared with other 
students. 
 
● While bus service will still be available for students, experts recommend riding to school in a 
personal vehicle with family members. 
 
● Speak with your children about the expectation of frequent hand-washing and keeping their 
hands to themselves. 
 
● It is recommended that students change clothes and bathe thoroughly as soon as they get home 
from school.  Please wash clothes and cloth masks before wearing them again. 
 

Remote Learning 
 
MMISD will offer distance learning opportunities for those students whose parents choose to 
keep them at home because of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is important to understand that 
remote learning alternatives are inherently inferior methods of instruction compared to in-person 
teaching and learning. Prolonged periods away from the traditional school environment may 
result in learning gaps which may hinder the ultimate outcomes of those students’ education. 
Nevertheless, MMISD is committed to offering alternative methods of instruction for those 
students whose parents choose to keep them at home for reasons associated with COVID-19. 
 
 *For specific details regarding remote/distance learning, please see the appendix at the end 
of this document. 
 
● Students whose parents elect to keep them at home and receive alternative distance instruction 
will do so for the entire nine-week grading period. Opportunities to switch back and forth will be 
strictly limited.  
 
● Students who remain home to receive distance learning options will not be permitted to 
participate in extra-curricular activities such as UIL academics, Cheer, Robotics, Athletics, etc. 
 
● Students will be expected to demonstrate discipline in keeping up with their assignments and 
exhibit academic integrity at all times.  Cheating infractions will be enforced in the same way 
that they would be on campus.  Grading policies will be followed for remote learners.  
 
● August 05, 2020 is the deadline to opt-out of traditional in-person instruction. 
 

James Oliver, Superintendent 
Martin’s Mill ISD 
 



Appendix 
 

Remote Learning Guidance for Martin’s Mill ISD 
 
Important items to note when considering remote learning vs. face-to-face instruction: 
 

1. Students who remain home and receive a remote learning format will not be permitted to 
participate in extra-curricular activities such as UIL academics, Cheer, Robotics, 
Athletics, etc. as participation would expose them to the same risks present in the school 
environment. 
 

2. Teacher communication will be limited due to the fact that teachers will be in the 
classroom most of the day teaching students who are attending in person. 

 
3. Remote learning will require higher-than-normal levels of parent responsibility to ensure 

that students are gaining necessary knowledge and mastering skills. 
 

4. Parents of students choosing the remote learning format will be required to attend a 
training session so that better parental assistance may be provided to your child. (See 
item #3.) ONE in-person session and ONE virtual session will be scheduled prior to the 
beginning of school (August 19th).  

 
5. Per TEA Guidelines: 

Elementary remote learners will need to complete all daily assignments.   
Secondary remote learners will be required to be engaged and submit work daily in all 8 
classes.  

 
6. Students attending via online methods are expected to be available to log in and attend 

virtual sessions provided by the teacher at specific times from 7:55 am to 3:25 
pm.  Failure to do so will result in the student being counted absent for the class 
period.  (All Compulsory Attendance Laws will still apply.)  
 

7. Students that choose the remote learning option will be required to stay in this delivery 
method for the 9-week grading period and opportunities for switching back and forth will 
be strictly limited.  

 
8. Students without reliable internet connection and/or technology devices will be allowed 

to complete paper packets.  Each packet must be picked up in the morning prior between 
8:00 - 9:00 am, and returned to the school’s drop-box no later than 3:00 pm.  This is 
necessary for attendance reporting purposes. (Refer to item # 4) 

 
It is important to know that MMISD believes that this will be the least effective delivery method.  
It will be very difficult for students to learn new content without a teacher present. 

 
9. Use the following link to access the Remote Learning Selection Form (Due no later than 

August 5th) - https://forms.gle/XZEZyNxzT8JXMzxKA 

https://forms.gle/XZEZyNxzT8JXMzxKA

