
Elementary   Art  
Remote   Learners  

 
1) Nature   Imitating   Art  

If   your   students   are   able   to   get   outside   and   have   access   to   trees,   dirt,   leaves,  
sticks,   and   anything   else   nature   provides   freely,   then   they   can   create   art!   Kids   are  
inherently   great   at   this.   Out   of   boredom   they’ll   start   drawing   in   the   dirt   with   a  
stick,   or   build   a   snowman,   or   even   create   a   fort   from   old   branches.   Have   students  
gather   whatever   natural   materials   they   can   find   and   compose   a   picture.  
Encourage   them   to   look   at   the   shapes   and   see   what’s   unique   about   them.   Or  
have   them   do   a   leaf   rubbing.   They   can   use   leftover   copy   paper   and   crayon   stubs.  

 
 
 

2) Shadow   Puppets  

This   is   a   great   opportunity   to   teach   students   about   the   element   of   art   called  
shape,   as   well   as   some   basic   photography   composition.   Kids   can   use   any   type   of  
paper   they   want.   The   best   for   this   would   be   black   construction   paper.   But   if   they  



don’t   have   that,   the   front   or   back   cover   of   a   magazine   or   even   condensed  
cardboard   cereal   boxes   will   work.   First,   cut   out   and   design   some   kind   of   creature.  
Then   tape   it   to   a   string   or   a   pencil.   Shine   a   lamp   or   flashlight   to   the   creature  
against   a   wall   and   snap   a   picture.   

 
 
 

3) Cardboard   Robot   Sculptures  

Cardboard   is   one   of   those   materials   that   families   easily   have   on   hand.   Why   not  
turn   it   into   fun   art?   Kids   can   make   low   relief   and   free-standing   sculptures   easily.  
Parents   can   cut   cardboard   into   manageable   strips   so   kids   can   cut   them   to   size.  

 
 
 



4) Newspaper   and   Magazine   Collages  

Design   a   fantasy   world,   crazy   creatures,   or   whatever   comes   to   mind.   They   will  
need   to   ask   permission   to   cut   up   magazines   and   newspapers,   first.   Give   them  
creative   permission   to   include   any   other   art   materials   they   wish.   They   can   even  
cut   some   things   out   and   free   draw   other   parts   and   collage   them   together!  

 
 

5) Famous   Laundry   Art  

Students   can   use   clothes   –   old   t-shirts,   sweatshirts,   pants   –   to   compose   a  
famous   painting!   The   best   part   is   that   nothing   is   cut   and   therefore   nothing   gets  
wasted.   The   first   step   is   for   students   to   do   a   bit   of   research   on   famous,  
recognizable   paintings.   I   recommend   they   pick   ones   with   bold   shapes   and   basic  
colors.   This   is   a   great   opportunity   to   send   them   through   a   virtual   museum   tour.  
Many   art   museums   have   online   tours   students   can   take.  

https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/75809/12-world-class-museums-you-can-vi 
sit-online   

https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/75809/12-world-class-museums-you-can-visit-online
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/75809/12-world-class-museums-you-can-visit-online


 


