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School has begun and a new year is beginning with Bluff Dale Agriculture and FFA. I have 

several things that are already planned and are in the process of planning for this school year. 

My goal is to have an active FFA program. I have a great set of officers this year who are ready 

to participate.  

This year, we will again be selling Fresh Country meat. This fundraiser will begin the first week 

in September and last until October 14. We will also be selling fruit once Fresh Country secures 

a company to buy the fruit from. This year has been extremely hard on the growing of produce, 

so currently I am not sure about selling fruit. The prices for everything have risen this year and 

that has impacted the meat and fruit industry. The meat prices have risen around 2 dollars this 

year. I hope that this increase does not hurt our ability to sell this year. This fundraiser is our 

largest one for the year. The funds that are raised go to help offset expenses for our judging 

contests which begin in October for our fall contests and then in March for our Spring contests. 

We also use this money to attend the FFA convention, and for travel to stock shows, district and 

area FFA banquets. This year, I will be training the following teams to go to competitions: 

Livestock, Horse, Fluroculture/Horticulture, and Veterinary Technology for the Spring contests. 

For the fall, we will have a Radio Team, several students participating in the Agriculture Quiz 

Contests, and two students who will be participating in the Agriculture Speaking Contests. It will 

be a busy year of practicing and attending contests. 

We will be showing livestock this year at the following contests: Erath County, Fort Worth, San 

Angelo, San Antonio, Austin, and Houston. Currently I am taking students who are interested in 

showing to purchase their animals. If you know of anyone who is interested in showing an 

animal in a show this year, please have them contact me. The time for purchasing is getting 

short as these animals will be validated in November. Currently, we have 3 goats and 2 lambs in 

the barn. I anticipate getting possibly 2 more goats and 8 pigs soon. 

I currently have 39 students enrolled in the Agriculture program. This is 6 more than I had last 

year. The program is growing with more students involved in Agriculture.  

We will have a barn workday on September 17 beginning around 9 until noon. I would like to 

get the tall grass around the barn weed-eated, build a small fence, extend the exercise arena, 

and build a small enclosure for the Kubota tractor. The inside of the barn was completely 

cleaned and sanitized this summer, and we painted the pens. My goal is to have a barn that is 

attractive from the outside as well as kept cleaned on the inside. We will have a short FFA 

meeting on Monday, September 12th around 4:30 in the school cafeteria for students and 

parents who would like to attend. I hope that everyone who is interested will be able to attend.  



I want this area to represent the Agriculture program and the school in a positive light. If our 

livestock barn is kept clean from the outside and inside, then the students and parents who 

have animals in the barn have a place to be proud of, and the school has a place that is 

attractive from the highway. 

Any questions, please call me at 254-592-9646. This will be a great year for our program here as 

student participation has increased which allows us to participate in broader areas in our FFA 

district.  

 

Mr. Jones 

Agriculture Instructor 

Bluff Dale High School 

 


