
A PARENT’S GUIDE TO 
STANDARDS-BASED 

REPORT CARDS 
 

A guide for parents that explains the essential components of a standards based teaching, 
learning, assessment, and reporting system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Parent(s) and/or Guardian(s), 

As Creede School District (CSD) continues to improve teaching and learning for all students, we 
know that parents and families are our most valuable partner. This is especially true as the district 
adopts local standards that meet the Colorado Academic Standards.  The Colorado Academic Standards 
[https://www.cde.state.co.us/apps/standards/] are the expectations of what students need to know 
and be able to do at the end of each grade.  They also stand as the values and content organizers of 
what Colorado sees as the future skills and essential knowledge of our next generation to be more 
successful.  Achieving these career and college ready standards requires continuous progress monitoring 
and providing targeted support as needed. Like teachers, parents need accurate and meaningful 
information--particularly information about student strengths and challenges in performing to high 
expectations--to better understand and support student learning. Standards describe what a student 
should know and be able to do at each grade level in all subjects.  

We believe that the report cards are a positive step in better communicating grade-level 
expectations for student learning. The report card will provide valuable information on your student’s 
performance to the standards—from needs improvement to proficient. The report card also provides 
information on your child's work habits, behavior, and effort. The standards based report card is helpful 
in many ways. First, it clarifies and reinforces consistent, high expectations for all CSD students. Second, 
the report card helps teachers, students, and families focus on the standards throughout the school 
year. Finally, and most importantly, the new report card provides specific feedback on progress to the 
standards so students, families, and teachers can work together to set meaningful goals for 
improvement. Information on which big ideas and concepts each child has learned and what work is still 
needed for success in the next grade level helps ensure that your child receives additional support—at 
home and school—when needed.  

This Report Card Guide provides information about our new report card system for our K-5 
grade levels, including description of proficiency levels, what student evidence determines grade, a 
sample report card, frequently asked questions and additional background information, and further 
detail on the content area standards included on the report card.  We hope you will find the Parent 
Guide and the standards based report card system helpful. Please feel free to contact your child’s 
teacher if you have questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

Creede School District Administration 

 

 

 



Description of Grading Criteria 
P Proficient:  Met expectations of Colorado State Content Standard 

 Demonstrates solid understanding of skills 
 Applies knowledge and skills that lead to consistent, high quality work 
 Requires no support to complete work 

 
D Developing:  Developing expectations towards Colorado State Content  

                        Standard 
 Approaching consistent understanding of skills 
 Requires additional practice and reinforcement of skills to produce work 

that is average based on grade level expectations 
N Needs Improvement:  Does not meet expectation of Colorado State  

                                         Content Standard 
 Demonstrates an inconsistent understanding of skills (beginning to meet 

the standard) 
 Requires additional instruction and practice of skills, work produced does 

not meet grade level expectations 
 Requires significant support to complete work 

X Colorado State Content Standard has not been assessed this reporting period 
 

Personal Development- Skills that Support Learning 
Work habits, social skills, and effort are often closely related to student achievement.  It is 
the goal of Creede School District to have each student working to his or her potential to 
achieve at the highest possible level and to achieve or make progress towards grade level 
standards.  

 

What Student Evidence Determines Grades? 
As students work toward achieving grade level expectations in all curriculum areas, teachers 
carefully consider the following in determining progress in all academic and special areas: 
 

 a collection of work over time; 

 daily written or oral tasks 

 application of skills; and 

 periodic assessments (quizzes, tests, performance tasks). 

 



SAMPLE REPORT CARD 

Creede School District- Grade Report Card 

School Year:  
      

Grade: 
      

Teacher: 
      

Progress scoring guide 
 

Attendance 
 

Q 1 Q 2 Q 3 Q 4 

P - Proficient at the skill (met expectations) 
 

Absent: 
    

D - Developing skill (approaching expectations) 
 

Tardy: 
    

N- Needs improvement toward goal 
      

X - Has not been assessed in this reporting period 
      

 
Q 1 Q 2 Q 3 Q 4 

  

Reading 
      

Reading: Foundational Skills 
      

Fluency 
      

Comprehension 
      

Determine the meaning of new words: Apply knowledge of spelling 
patterns and word meanings to decode words and determine the 
meaning of unknown words. 

      

Reading: Key Ideas and Details 
      

Fictional Text: 1 - Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text using comprehension strategies. Recount 
stories and determine the central message/lesson. Summarize central 
ideas and important details. Describe and draw inferences about the 
elements of plot, character, and setting in literary pieces, poems, and 
plays. 

      

Nonfiction Text: Answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring to the text as the basis for the answers.  

      

Craft and Structure 
      

Fictional Text: Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when 
writing or speaking about a text. Distinguish their own point of view 
from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 

      

Nonfiction Text: Use text features and search tools to locate 
information. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the 
author. 
Use cues identify cause/effect and compare/contrast relationships. 

      

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
      

Fictional Text: Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations 
contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story. Compare and 
contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories.  

      

Nonfiction Text: Describe the connection between particular sentences 
and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, 
first/second/third in a sequence). 
9 - Compare and contrast important points and key details presented 
in two texts on the same topic. 

      

Math 
      

Operations and Algebraic Thinking (OA) 
      

Understand patterns and models, solve problems involving 
multiplication and division, multiply and divide within 100. 

      

Number and Operations (NBT) 
      

Use place value understanding and properties of operations to 
perform multi-digit arithmetic. 

      

These are the levels of proficiency 
used to report achievement toward 
the Colorado State Content Standard. 

Student achievement is reported by 
standards within each domain. 

Attendance information is reported in 
this area. 



Fractions (NF) 
      

Develop an understanding of fractions as numbers. 
      

Measurement and Data (MD) 
      

Solve problems involving measurement and 
estimation of intervals of time, liquid volumes, and 
masses of objects. Understand area and perimeter. 

      

Geometry (G) 
      

Reason with shapes and their attributes 
      

Writing 
      

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons. 

      

Write informative/explanatory texts developed with facts, definitions, 
and details, ending with a related concluding statement. 

      

Write real or imagined narratives that use descriptive details, have a 
clear sequence of events, and provide closure. X 

     

Spelling and grammar 
      

Social Studies 
      

How people influence communities and regions; geography such as 
regions, continents, oceans; economics such consumers and 
producers; structure of local government. 

      

Science 
      

Forces and motion, living things, and weather. 
      

Skills That Support Learning 
      

Demonstrates a positive attitude toward learning 
      

Follows directions and procedures respectfully 
      

Utilizes organizational skills 
      

Completes assignments and tasks in a timely manner 
      

Participates appropriately in classroom discussions and activities 
      

Respects others feelings, ideas and property 
      

Works and plays cooperatively with peers 
      

Accepts responsibility for behavior 
      

Physical Education 
      

Participates 
      

Fundamental skills 
      

Teamwork and sportsmanship 
      

Music 
      

Participates 
      

Fundamental skills 
      

Listens attentively and follows instructions 
      

Art 
      

Participates 
      

Fundamental skills 
      

Listens attentively and follows instructions 
      

Drama 
      

Participates 
      

Fundamental skills 
      

Listens attentively and follows instructions 
      

Comments 
      

Quarter 1: 
      

Quarter 2: 
      

Quarter 3: 
      

Quarter 4: 
      

 

“X” will indicate content “has NOT 
been assessed during this quarter”. 

This section will contain teacher 
comments about the individual 
student. 



Frequently Asked Questions 

 Will the parent guide be on the Creede School District website? 
o Yes, the report card guide will be posted on the Creede School District’s website under 

‘Family Links’.  
 

 How does a standards-based report card help parents? 
o Standards-based report cards enable parents to receive accurate information based on 

cumulative student progress throughout the marking period. In addition, they promote 
more detailed and meaningful conversations at parent/teacher conferences, allow for 
careful and precise monitoring of student achievement, and reflect grade-level 
standards and expectations so parents gain a complete idea of student progress. 
 

 Why are some areas marked “X”? 
o It is possible that while a standard is introduced and assessed throughout the year, it 

may not be reported until later in the year when students have had more time to 
demonstrate sufficient understanding. 
 

 What if a child is not even progressing toward a grade level standard? 
o If a student is working below a grade level standard and needs to be taught that 

corresponding standard at a lower grade level, the student would receive an “N” 
(beginning to meet the standard) on the report card. This is because the skills which the 
student needs to be taught are actually prerequisite skills necessary to eventually meet 
the grade level standards. 
 

 Why are there no letter grades? 
o A standards-based report card’s Key for Academic Progress approach (P, D, N, X) 

provides information about student achievement without the need for letter grades. 
Letter grades follow a teacher’s individual assessments and expectations and do not 
show a student’s performance towards Colorado State Standards. 
 

 Can a student perform at a level P and then move to a level D in the next marking period? 
o The expectations change from one marking period to the next as students move toward 

the end of grade-level expectations. This means: a student may be progressing toward 
the grade-level expectation during the first marking period, but as the expectations 
increase, the student may not demonstrate the same level of proficiency during the next 
marking period. 

 

 

 

 



Standards-based Reporting and Special Education? 

Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEP) must be provided with the same 

opportunity to receive grades in relation to expectations for grade level standards; this is a civil right. 

Since special education students are a heterogeneous group with various disabilities which impact 

learning, some may not achieve certain grade-level standards without special services and supports. For 

students with accommodations, the content of the standard remains the same, but the method for 

learning and demonstrating mastery of a standard may be adjusted.  

Modifications, on the other hand, can mean changing the standard itself, identifying standards 

that are fundamentally related but also developmentally appropriate. The IEP Team will make decisions 

regarding what content areas, if any, require modifications of the grade level standards. The adaptations 

should be about student achievement, and they should result in grades that communicate clear, 

interpretable information to students and parents. For all students with an IEP, a supplemental progress 

report is provided that identifies how students are performing on appropriately challenging learning 

tasks as outlined in the goals and objectives of their IEP. 

How are English Language Learners (ELL) who are still acquiring English language speaking and literacy 

skills graded?  

Students are assessed at their current grade level using the appropriate grade-level standard 

based report card. During parent conferences, teachers will discuss with parents the following: the 

child’s current level of English proficiency; the child’s opportunity to learn the content and/or ability to 

demonstrate the appropriate grade-level standards. 

 

 

 



Four Main Components of a Standards Based System 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Content 
Standards
•What a student 

should know and 
be able to do at a 
given grade level.

Curriculum & 
Instruction
•A roadmap for 

teachers to ensure 
that students are 
learning the skills 
for thier grade 
level.

Assessments
•Just like quizzes 

and tests, 
assessments 
measure learning 
and the extent to 
which a student 
has met the grade 
level content 
standards.

Report Card
•The standards-

based report card 
shows a student's 
progress toward 
meeting content 
standards (specific 
skills) up to that 
point in the school 
year.


