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Creede   School   District   Parents,   Guardians   &   Students,  

As   we   near   the   start   of   the   2020-2021   school   year,   we   want   to   share   with   you  

some   of   the   planning   that   has   taken   place   over   the   summer   months.   The   administrative  

staff,   along   with   the   school   nurse,   have   been   diving   deeply   into   what   it   will   mean   for   CSD  

to   reopen   for   in-person   instruction   this   fall.   After   researching   evidence-based   strategies  

for   reopening   schools   during   the   COVID-19   pandemic,   we   created   the   plan   that   is  

included   in   this   packet.   Our   primary   goals   are   as   follows:  

● To   provide   an   exemplary   education   to   our   students,   while   keeping   the   safety  

of   CSD   students,   teachers,   and   staff   as   our   first   priority.  

● To   utilize   a   “school   family”   or   “cohort”   concept   to   decrease   the   amount   of  

exposure   each   person   has   while   in   the   building   and,   in   the   event   of   a   student  

or   staff   member   testing   positive   for   COVID-19,   limit   the   amount   of   students  

and   staff   that   will   need   to   quarantine   at   home.  

● To   offer   both   in-person   and   remote-online   instruction   for   CSD   students,   with  

the   ability   to   shift   between   these   two   options.  

Please   know   that   the   plans   that   follow   will   be   subject   to   change   as   we   enter   into  

the   start   of   the   school   year,   and   determine   what   works   best   for   students,   families,   and  

CSD   faculty   and   staff.   We   have   taken   documents   from   the   CDC,   CDPHE,   and   looked   at  

scientific   studies   to   gather   evidence   regarding   what   is   best   practice   in   the   fight   against  

COVID-19.   As   medical   professionals   and   scientists   continue   to   unearth   more   information  

about   this   unique   virus,   these   recommendations   will   likely   change.   In   the   coming   weeks,  

CSD   will   continue   to   develop   and   implement   safety   strategies   as   we   prepare   for   the  

2020-2021   school   year.   

As   parents   and   guardians   of   CSD   students,   we   request   that   you   take   several   steps  

to   limit   your   family’s   possible   exposure   to   this   virus   over   the   next   two   weeks   prior   to   the  

start   of   the   school   year.   We   respectfully   ask   that   you:  

● Avoid   traveling   to   “hot   spots”   with   high   levels   of   COVID-19   community  

transmission.  
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● Limit   close   and   prolonged   interaction   with   those   outside   of   your   immediate  

family   and   friend   groups.  

● Monitor   yourself   and   your   child(ren)   for   symptoms   of   COVID-19,   including:  

fever   of   100.4F   or   higher,   cough,   shortness   of   breath   or   difficulty   breathing,  

chills,   muscle   aches,   sore   throat,   or   new   loss   of   taste   or   smell.   If   you   begin   to  

experience   any   combination   of   these   symptoms,   you   need   to   be   tested   for  

COVID-19.   

● Communicate   if   any   members   of   your   family   are   experiencing   symptoms   of  

COVID-19,   have   tested   positive   for   this   virus,   or   have   had   significant  

exposure   to   an   individual   who   has   tested   positive.   

We   very   much   appreciate   your   willingness   to   adapt   to   these   new   changes   in   light   of  

COVID-19,   and   look   forward   to   educating   your   children,   whether   in-person   or   online,   as  

we   near   the   start   of   the   fall   semester.  

Sincerely,  

Your   CSD   Administration  

 

Return-to-Learn   Fall   2020   Guide  

I. SCHOOL   FAMILY   or   COHORT   CONCEPT  
a. A   “school   family”   or   “cohort”   is   a   group   of   students,   along   with   their  

teacher(s),   that   have   significant   interaction   with   one   another   during   the  
school   day,   but   not   with   individuals   outside   of   their   cohort.  

b. Cohorts   will   consist   of   the   following:   K/1,   2,   3,   4/5,   6/7/8,   9/10/11/12.  
i. There   will   be   very   limited   contact   between   students   in   separate  

cohorts,   including   adjustments   to   schedules   and   passing   time   to  
strictly   limit   interaction   between   these   separate   groups.  

c. If   an   individual   in   a   cohort   tests   positive   for   COVID-19,   all   students   in   that  
cohort,   as   well   as   any   teachers   that   have   had   that   student   in   their   classroom,  
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will   be   sent   home   to   quarantine.   The   length   of   quarantine   will   be   based   on  
the   last   exposure   to   the   positive   individual,   as   well   as   current   public   health  
guidelines,   and   will   be   directed   by   the   Silver   Thread   Public   Health   District.  
 

II. MORNING   SYMPTOM   CHECK  
a. CSD   requests   that   parents   and   guardians   do   a   quick   at-home   symptom  

screening   prior   to   bringing   their   child(ren)   to   school.   This   would   consist   of   a  
temperature   check   (if   a   thermometer   is   available   at   home),   and   symptom  
questionnaire.   If   a   child   has   a   temperature   greater   than   100.4F,   or   is  
experiencing   a   cough,   shortness   of   breath,   difficulty   breathing,   muscle  
aches,   sore   throat,   or   new   loss   of   taste   or   smell,   CSD   requests   that   the   child  
(and   any   siblings)   stay   home   from   school,   and   notify   the   school   nurse   as  
soon   as   possible   for   further   instruction.   

b. Each   student   will   undergo   a   drive-through   temperature   check   and   symptom  
screening   prior   to   exiting   their   personal   vehicle   and   entering   the   building.  

i. The   front   entrance   drive-through   line   will   have   4+   staff   members  
assisting   with   the   check-in   process.  

ii. Staff   members   checking-in   students   will   be   wearing   gloves   and  
masks.  

iii. High   school   students   who   drive   to   school   in   their   own   vehicle   will   also  
need   to   wait   in   a   “symptom   check”   line   before   parking   and   exiting  
their   vehicle.  

c. Infrared   thermometers   will   be   utilized   as   they   are   “no   touch.”  
d. Self   check-in   stations   for   admin/staff/teachers   will   be   set   up   on   each   wing   of  

the   school   with   a   wall   mounted   infrared   thermometer,   symptom  
questionnaire,   and   sign-in   sheet.   Each   employee   will   need   to   enter   the  
building   wearing   a   mask,   with   their   own   pen   ready   to   complete   the   symptom  
check   and   sign-in   sheet.  
 

III. HEALTH   &   SAFETY  
a. Increased   instruction   regarding   hand   hygiene,   vampire   cough   (covering  

mouth   and   nose   when   sneezing   or   coughing),   disposal   of   tissues,   no   sharing  
of   food/beverage,   hands-to-self,   social   distancing,   etc.  

b. Hand   sanitizer   dispensers   will   be   in-place   in   classrooms   that   do   not   have  
sinks/soap   dispensers,   and   also   around   the   school   in   appropriate   locations.  

c. In   an   effort   to   increase   ventilation,   windows   will   remain   open,   weather  
permitting.   Free   standing   HEPA   filters   have   also   been   purchased   for   each  
classroom.   
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d. More   frequent   sanitization   of   classrooms,   common   use   areas,   shared  

supplies   (PE   equipment),   entrance/exit   points,   high-touch   objects,   etc.   will  
occur   by   the   janitorial   staff,   with   assistance   from   faculty   and   administration,  
as   needed.  

e. CSD   faculty,   staff   and   administration   will   be   required   to   wear   masks   while  
inside   the   school.   

f. Visitors   within   the   school   will   be   limited   to   essential   personnel.   
 

IV. CLASSROOMS  
a. Distancing   between   desks   (3   ft   minimum   with   a   goal   of   6+   ft).   
b. Assistance   with   sanitization   by   teachers   (MS/HS   –   between   classes)  
c. Soap/water   or   hand   sanitizer   available   in   all   classrooms.  
d. Masks   required   for   all   students/staff/visitors,   aged   11   and   over,   while   in   the  

building.   Students   aged   10   and   younger   will   be   required   to   wear   a   mask  
when   entering   or   exiting   the   school   buildings,   traveling   in   hallways,   on   buses,  
going   to   restrooms,   etc.   

i. Elementary   teachers   -   with   students   aged   10   and   under   -   will  
establish   individual   classroom   policies   regarding   mask-wearing   based  
on   several   factors:   public   health   recommendations,   the   individual  
teacher   preference,   and/or   the   specific   situation   or   activity   taking  
place.  

ii. Based   on   current   evidence,   masks   need   to   fit   snugly   on   the   face,   and  
be   comprised   of   2-3   layers   of   tightly   woven   fabric,   rather   than   a   single  
fabric   layer   buff   or   handkerchief.  

1. Silver   Thread   Public   Health   is   supplying   CSD   with   enough  
masks   to   offer   each   student   5   reusable   masks   if   they   would   like  
them.   Students   are   welcome   to   purchase   and   wear   their   own  
masks,   but   they   must   be:  

a. 2-3   layers   in   thickness  
b. Snug   to   the   face  
c. Clean   and   not   visibly   soiled  

e. Increased   classroom   supplies   to   limit   sharing   of   frequently   touched   items.  
f. Individual   electronics   assigned   to   each   student   to   reduce   sharing.  
g. Elementary   specials   teachers   will   visit   classrooms   vs.   students   rotating  

classrooms   to   reduce   the   amount   of   potentially   contaminated   surfaces   that  
students   are   exposed   to.   
 

V. LUNCH  
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a. K-5   students   will   be   served   lunch   in   their   classrooms   2-3   days   per   week,   and  

will   have   the   opportunity   to   eat   in   the   lunchroom   1-2   days   per   week.  
Teachers   may   utilize   outside   spaces   for   lunch   if   they   choose.   

b. In   the   lunchroom,   students   will   be   spaced   out,   with   only   3   students   to   a  
round   table.  

c. Middle   school   students   will   eat   lunch   in   the   lecture   hall   2-3   times   per   week,  
and   in   the   lunchroom   1-2   times   per   week.   Teachers   may   utilize   outside  
spaces   if   they   choose.  

d. High   school   students,   as   our   largest   cohort,   will   eat   in   the   lunchroom   daily.  
e. Lunch   tables   will   be   cleaned   with   a   COVID   approved   cleanser   between   lunch  

groups.  
f. Designated   markers   will   be   placed   on   the   floor   to   space   students   6   ft   apart  

while   waiting   in   the   lunch   line.  
g. Hand   hygiene   prior   to   lunch.  
h. Discontinuation   of   self-serve   milk,   silverware,   and   salad   bar   (these   will   be  

provided   on   each   tray).  

 
VI. PHYSICAL   EDUCATION   &   RECESS  

a. Recess   with   individual   cohort   only.  
b. Masks   not   required   at   recess   or   during   outdoor   activities,   unless   social  

distancing   cannot   be   maintained.  
c. Cohorts   will   have   separate   PE   times,   and   outdoor   spaces   will   be   utilized   as  

much   as   possible.  
d. PE   Equipment:  

i. Shared   PE   equipment   -   will   be   sanitized   between   each   class   with   a  
COVID-19   approved   cleaner.  

ii. Designated   equipment   for   each   cohort   –   may   be   set   aside   and  
cleansed   at   the   end   of   each   day.  

 
VII. PICK-UP  

a. Cohorts   will   stagger   their   exit   times   to   limit   student   interaction   outside   of  
their   cohort   while   exiting   the   building.  

i. Elementary    –   Each   cohort   will   exit   out   of   the   elementary   side   door  
(cohorts   will   stagger   exits   to   allow   each   classroom   time   to   exit).  
Cohorts   will   socially   distance   while   waiting   for   students   to   be  
picked-up.   

ii. Middle   School    –   This   cohort   will   be   released   from   their   classrooms   at  
4   pm   (after   all   high-school   students   have   cleared   the   hallway),   and   will  
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be   able   to   access   their   lockers   and   collect   their   belongings   prior   to  
exiting   the   building.  

iii. High   School   Students    –   This   cohort   will   be   released   to   access   their  
lockers   at   3:50   pm.   They   will   have   10   minutes   to   retrieve   any  
belongings   they   may   need,   and   exit   the   building   so   that   the   middle  
school   students   may   safely   exit   after   them.  

 
VIII. REMOTE   ONLINE   LEARNING  

a. A   remote   learning   option   will   be   available   for   students   with   medical  
concerns,   who   are   immunocompromised,   or   whose   families   are   not  
comfortable   with   their   children   attending   school   in-person.  

b. This   remote   learning   option   will   also   be   necessary   should   a   student   or  
teacher   test   positive,   and   their   cohort   is   required   to   quarantine.  

c. Electronic   devices   will   be   provided   for   each   student:  
i. Elementary   –   IPads  

ii. MS/HS   –   ChromeBooks  
 

IX. ILLNESS   
a. If   a   student   becomes   ill   while   at   school,   they   will   be   assisted   to   a   separate  

location   to   lie   down,   undergo   an   assessment,   receive   any   treatment   or  
medication   they   may   need,   and   wait   for   a   parent/guardian   to   pick   them   up.   A  
separate   entrance   near   the   playground   (locker   room/gym   exterior   doors)   will  
be   utilized   for   parents   to   pick-up   their   child,   if   ill,   and   discuss   next   steps   with  
the   school   staff.  

i. Written   information   will   be   provided   to   the   parent/guardian   when  
picking   up   their   child   to   assist   them   in   next   steps,   if   needed.  

b. CSD’s   janitorial   staff   will   thoroughly   disinfect   the   separate   illness   room,   and  
any   surfaces   the   sick   student   may   have   come   into   contact   with   while   at  
school.  

c. If   your   child   has   symptoms   consistent   with   COVID-19,   the   school   nurse/staff  
member   caring   for   your   child   will   be   wearing   full   personal   protective  
equipment   (PPE)   to   care   for   your   child,   and   during   the   pick-up   process.  

d. If   a   student,   teacher   or   staff   member   tests   positive   for   COVID-19:  
i. Student :  The  student  testing  positive,  all  other  students  in  their                    

cohort,  and  any  teachers/staff  having  >15  min  of  exposure  to  this                      
student   at   a   distance   of   6   feet   or   less,   must   quarantine   at   home.  

ii. Teacher:  The  teacher  testing  positive,  any  other  teachers/staff  that                  
they  have  had  direct  or  prolonged  contact  with,  and  all  of  the  students                          
in   their   classes   must   go   home   and   quarantine.  
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iii. Staff  member:  The  staff  member  testing  positive,  and  any  other                    

teachers/staff/students  that  they  have  haId  direct  or  prolonged                
contact   with,   must   go   home   and   quarantine.  

 
X. TRANSPORTATION  

a. Families   are   strongly   encouraged   to   limit   carpooling   to   one   other   family.  
i. If   students   from   a   separate   cohorts   carpool,   and   one   of   these  

students   tests   positive   for   COVID-19,   all   of   the   students   that   carpool  
together   must   quarantine.   All   of   the   cohorts,   in   which   the   students   in  
the   aforementioned   carpool   are   a   part   of,   will   have   to   strictly   limit   their  
interaction   while   at   school,   and   will   remain   in   their   classrooms   during  
the   school   day   (with   the   exception   of   outside   time).   

ii. This   is   primarily   a   concern   for   elementary   and   middle   school   students  
that   are   in   separate   cohorts,   and   is   less   of   a   factor   for   HS   students  
that   are   carpooling.  

b. Bus   Transportation  
i. Masks   must   be   worn   by   drivers   and   students   when   in   enclosed  

spaces.  
ii. Ventilation   is   key:   windows   to   remain   partially   open,   temperature  

permitting,   or   outside   air   to   be   circulated   by   heater   during   winter  
months.  

iii. Students   from   the   same   family   unit   will   sit   together.  
iv. As   much   distance   as   possible   between   students   that   are   not   family  

members.  
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