
1

Term: Spring  |  Issue 1  |  Date: February 17, 2021

First , I would l ike t o int roduce m yself , I?m  
Greg Vanaken, t he new At hlet ic Direct or  for  
Creede Jr /Sr  High.  I graduat ed f rom  Creede 
High School w it h t he class of  2000.  I am  very 
proud of  t he at hlet ic t radit ion at  Creede 
Jr /Sr  High and look  forward t o helping car ry 
t hat  t radit ion int o t he fut ure.

The high school B season is underway. Our  
Miners have played t heir  f ir st  gam es t wo 
gam es w it h t rem endous hear t  unt i l  t he f inal 
buzzer .  Wit h t he ongoing st ruggle t o 
cont inue spor t s dur ing t he pandem ic, 
please be pat ient  and underst anding as fan 
policies vary f rom  school t o school.  I w il l  
have t he policies of  t he schools we t ravel t o 
post ed before each gam e, along w it h t he 
l ive st ream ing address.

I w il l  be coaching t he Jr . High basket ball 
t eam  t his season.  Pract ice w il l  be held 
Monday t hrough Thursday at  The Virgin ia 
Chr ist ianson Mult iuse Facil i t y (Rec Cent er ) 
f rom  4:30 t o 6:00pm . The school w il l  provide 
t ranspor t at ion t o pract ice. Parent s can pick  
up t heir  k ids by 6:00pm  at  t he Rec Cent er .

Please cont inue t o check  t he school websit e 
for  updat es and inform at ion regarding 
Creede at hlet ics.

Go Miners!

Greg Vanaken

Greg.Vanaken@Creedek12.net
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The San Luis Valley, including Mineral County, is start ing to see a 
surge in non-COVID respiratory infect ions. Given our current  
pandemic, it  is challenging for parents, pract it ioners, and schools 
to determine which symptoms are related to COVID-19 and 
which symptoms may just  be a viral cold.

Creede School Dist rict  will cont inue to follow the Return to 
Learn guidance we receive from the Colorado Department  of 
Public Health and Environment  (CDPHE), Colorado Department  
of Educat ion (CDE) and our local public health dist rict . Below is 
the guidance that  CSD will cont inue to adhere to:

If your child ? or anyone in your household - develops ANY 
symptom(s) of an illness, your child needs to stay home from 
school. Please contact  me to discuss next  steps, and to develop a 
plan for your child to be able to return to in-person learning as 
soon as possible. The guidance that  CSD is adhering to is 
available via the link below:

ht tps://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBdLkPppzWDRFQOHmetvRcwollDOageq/view

I have made myself available to CSD staff and families after 
hours and on weekends to assist  when families are experiencing 
an illness, and to offer support  and guidance. I realize illness can 
be st ressful, as we all would like for our children to be able to 
at tend school in-person. If your child, or a member of your 
household, becomes ill please don?t  hesitate to reach out  and let  
me help you navigate the above state guidelines.

Thank you,

Nurse Kate

(w) 719-658-2220
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It?s February!  This is a turnaround month, in which we should see 
warmer temperatures on the horizon (but  st ill plenty of snow!). 
We cont inue to see students in person and the number of Mineral 
County Covid infect ions, as of this writ ing, there are zero act ive 
cases! We have moved back to Yellow on the Covid dial, and many 
of the CSD staff have had Covid vaccines. Things are looking up! 

I have been fielding quest ions about  our Americorps service 
members, so today I?ll make that  my topic. 

The Alpine Achievers Init iat ive (AAI), based in Monte Vista, 
started in 2012 serving one school in the Valley. AAI provides Americorps members to serve in Valley 
schools.  Now there are more than 30 Americorps members serving 17 schools in the area. 

Americorps is a federal agency whose members serve communit ies in key areas. From Americorps.gov: 
?AmeriCorps sends people power and funding to communities across the country. Disaster response, opioid crisis, 
education ? these are just a few of the causes where AmeriCorps members. . .have stepped up to strengthen their 
community.?  They tell prospect ive members that  ?AmeriCorps is the only federal agency tasked with elevating 
service and volunteerism in America. We provide opportunities for people of all ages and backgrounds to give 
their time and talent to strengthen communities across our country.?  In our case members have served in the 
school, in coordinat ing homeschooling, in public health, and in the Creede Repertory Theater. I want  to 
emphasize that  these posit ions are service oriented, so members concent rate on their cont ribut ions to the 
community, rather than on monetary gain.

This is the second year we have had Americorps members as part  
of our school staff. Our teachers will tell you how important  their 
service has been in our daily lives. This year, in Creede School 
Dist rict , the Americorps members have been working one-on-one 
with students, assist ing in classrooms, tutoring, overseeing 
recess, delivering lunches, and support ing elementary specials. 

Storm Polillo tells us, "Serving at  the Creede School has been a 
posit ive and eye-opening experience, and I love being able to 
teach a variety of subjects such as theater, science, reading, and 
history."

Elliot t  Marshall says, ?"I enjoy serving at  the Creede School because I get  to work with all grades- 
everything  from helping with Engineering Tech. and Geomet ry with the high schoolers to Art  and Math 
with the elementary schoolers."

I hope this clarif ies the role of Americorps members serving the Creede School Dist rict . 

It?s a great  day to be a Miner!   

John Goss

PRINCIPAL PERSPECTIVE
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SUPER'S SCOOPPSYCHOLOGIST CEJA

During mult iple conversat ions with parents over the last  few weeks, a 
statement  that  kept  coming up was, ?when I ask my kids how school was 

or what  did they learn, they have nothing to say.? This is actually a fairly 
t ypical response across all ages of children! There are so many different  

happenings that  occur around student  learning t ime that  may be 
important  or impact ful and worth asking about .

Somet imes, it  is the quest ions that  we ask that  need to be adjusted to 

st imulate conversat ion with our kiddos.  So what  quest ions can I ask 
that  will get  my kids talking? Here are a few suggest ions:

 When kids come home from school, ask them:

 What  was the best  thing that  happened in school today?

 (It  can be followed by, what  was a low point  during your day?).

 What  made you laugh in school today?

 Did any of your classmates do anything funny? 

Did any of your teachers do anything funny?

 Who did you play with today? What  did you play? 

Or, who did you sit  with at  lunch?

 Can you show me something you learned or did today?

 Are you prepared for the (science test , bball game, history fair, etc) 

that  is coming up?

Open ended quest ions have no right  or wrong answer. Open ended 
quest ions allow people to include more informat ion, and often include 

feelings and at t itudes, which can help parents connect  with their 
kiddo?s mental health. Answers to these quest ions will often lead to 

more conversat ion and cont inue to bolster connect ion. Young people 
are more likely to respond to open ended quest ions when they feel that  
they will be genuinely listened to.

So, st retch your thinking as a parent . Make t ime for these 
conversat ions. It  will be worth it !

For more examples of open ended conversat ion start ing quest ions, 
check out  the following resources:

ht tps://www.scholast ic.com/parents/school-success/10-quest ions-to-ask-your-child-about -his-day-

school.html

ht tps://www.familyeducat ion.com/family-life/50-quest ions-to-ask-your-kids-to-get -them-talking

Hello Friends, 

  Good news, our governor recent ly 
issued the release of vaccinat ions 
to 65 and over, including our 
PreK-12 educators.  The more we 
can do, the bet ter off all of us will 
be.  

  If  you follow the furry lit t le 
prognost icator known as 
Punxsutawney Phil, you know he 
predicted 6 more weeks of winter. 
If you enjoy skiing that?s a definite 
plus.  This gives our students in 
physical educat ion class more 
opportunit ies to cross count ry ski 
and snowshoe. 

 Our dist rict  has received some 
federal funding to combat  all the 
st ress that  COVID-19 has placed on 
our school.  One item they would 
like all schools to use the funding 
for is ?Learning Loss? which may 
have happened over the past  year 
due to remote learning and other 
pandemic rest rict ions.  From my 
preliminary review of our recent  
winter benchmark test ing, 
wholesale learning loss is not  
evident  at  Creede School Dist rict .  
A couple of the grade levels that  I 
have knowledge of are excelling. 
This speaks volumes to the fact  
that  we have been learning 
face-to-face for most  of the year, 
and to the excellent  work our 
teachers have done inst ruct ing our 
curriculum which is the Colorado 
State Standards.  

 I know these are challenging t imes 
and hope everyone can remain 
MinersStrong for a lit t le while 
longer as I believe the light  at  the 
end of the tunnel is get t ing 
brighter.

Yours in educat ion, 

Keith Crispell


