
 

CREEDE SCHOOL DISTRICT COVID-19 PROTOCOLS FOR 2021-2022 (draft) 

 

Creede School District’s administration and school board want to welcome everyone to 
the 2021-22 school year! It is going to be an amazing, challenging, and exciting year. At 
CSD we have learned that there is no challenge too great if we work together, and if we 
value everyone's role and contributions. As we start the school year, we need to place 
the highest priority on creating a safe, nurturing, and welcoming environment for our 
students, our parents/guardians, our staff, and each other.  We have all been through 
an unprecedented experience, and the effects are still with us.  We are not going back 
to normal; we are going forward to a new reality, where our students will need us more 
than ever. Be flexible, be ready to adjust, be ready to make changes, be ready to lead 
the way-- just as you have for the past 16 months. We've got this!  
We plan to open school in a way that supports the whole child's needs for academics, 
social connection, and overall well-being. We want to help our students, families, and 
staff members to transition into a successful school year.  This will mean a much more 
balanced approach to responding to public health concerns. 
This plan includes community use of the Mineral County Library, as well as volunteers 
and visitors to the campus.  
While we understand that mandates and directives may come from the state or public 
health department at any time, we feel that a strong plan will adjust to changes while 
providing a framework that is defined, yet flexible. We will continue to monitor our local 
public health data throughout the year and will adjust as needed should transmission 
rates increase in our schools, and/or community.  
 

2021-22 School Opening in Recovery Phase 

Our health and safety protocols will be in alignment with guidance from state and local 
health agencies. These guidelines have been carefully considered in our decision 
making. In light of low infection transmission and strong vaccination rates in our county 
(71% in Mineral County to date), and our deep concern for our staff and our students’ 
social, emotional and mental health, we feel confident moving forward with the following 
protocols. Understanding different levels of concerns, we will continue to work with 
families to accommodate their student’s individual needs and comfort levels so that 
every student has an enjoyable and safe learning environment. 
 

Vaccination  
The Creede School District and the Silver Thread Public Health Department agree that 
the fastest way back to full normalcy is through vaccination. While the vaccination could 
create more predictability and stability in our schools and reduce the need for isolation, 
we will not mandate vaccination for all students and staff. The COVID vaccination is free 
to those 12+ years of age.  We want to recognize that our public health clinic offers 
weekly walk-in vaccine clinics every Wednesday.  
Mitigation Practices 

We will implement several effective mitigation practices as follows: 

https://covid19.colorado.gov/vaccine-data-dashboard


1. Primarily, stay home when sick – this is the most important strategy we all can do 
together  

2. We will continue to conduct our daily health screening for all staff, students, 
visitors, and volunteers.  

3. We will implement safe distancing and make available additional physical space 
for those who want/need more distance while learning 

4. We will stress personal cleanliness such as hand sanitizer stations and increased 
hand washing 

5. Staff will continue to have access to disinfectant supplies, including disinfecting 
spray, to clean high-touch areas regularly 

6. We will continue circulation of outdoor air within district buildings, via mechanical 
systems, HEPA filters in all classrooms and increased HVAC filter replacement 
scheduling 

7. Our outdoor classrooms are available when weather permits,  
8. We will offer non-invasive, rapid testing as another layer of defense. 

Face Coverings 

We recognize that due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta variant, CDC 
recommends universal indoor masking by all students (age 2 and older), staff, teachers, 
and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status. Until otherwise mandated 
by local, state, and/or federal authorities, CSD makes the following recommendations: 

 Students ages 11 and under: in alignment with local and state guidance, face 
coverings will be strongly encouraged while learning indoors, but will not be 
required. 

 Students ages 12 and over: in alignment with local and state guidance, face 
coverings will be strongly encouraged for anyone who is 12+ years and not fully 
vaccinated, but will not be required. 

 Staff, visitors and volunteers: in alignment with local and state guidance, face 
coverings will be strongly encouraged while indoors, but will not be required. 

 Masks are federally mandated on all public transportation. School vehicles are 
public transportation and masks will be required for drivers and passengers 

We will honor the decision of parents when it comes to their children wearing or not 
wearing a face covering in school. We will use our space in schools, classrooms and 
other areas to support every student with safe learning environments. We will not 
tolerate teasing or shaming students or staff who prefer to wear face coverings. 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) guidance states: 
The state recommends local public health agencies and school districts consider mask 
requirements for unvaccinated individuals, particularly in higher-risk environments. In 
addition, even when not required by local public health or a school district, unvaccinated 
and vaccinated staff and students may choose to wear masks. Schools and school 
districts should ensure that every classroom is a welcome environment for students and 
staff who choose to protect themselves in this manner. 
Isolation 

https://covid19.colorado.gov/practical-guide-for-operationalizing-cdc-school-guidance


 Students or staff members who test positive for COVID-19 will be required to 
isolate according to CDPHE guidance.    

 Isolated students will be provided with learning opportunities until they are able to 
return to the classroom. 

o We will only offer remote learning for individuals who must remain home 
due to illness for extended periods or under special circumstances.  

 Our partners at Silver Thread Health Department will continue contact tracing 
positive cases and advise on next steps when an exposure occurs. 

CDPHE guidance states: Colorado will move from an individual case-based response 
strategy to a transmission mitigation strategy, where instead of quarantining students 
and staff after individual exposures, the risk of the whole school community, including 
the risk of interruptions to learning, is considered. Because in-person learning is 
essential for communities and students to thrive, CDPHE is recommending reduced 
incidents of quarantine in schools and child care specifically. 
We are excited to welcome back our students and staff this fall.  While the past sixteen 
months have been challenging, we remain optimistic about the coming school year and 
the many opportunities awaiting our students.  
 

Respectfully, 
 

Keith Crispell 
Superintendent 
Creede School District 
 

https://covid19.colorado.gov/practical-guide-for-operationalizing-cdc-school-guidance

