
 

OSDE - Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) Online Training 
 

Quick Reference: Information Resources to Share with Families 

 

• Guardians who believe their student/s should have received P-EBT but didn’t should fill 

out the P-EBT Review Form. 

 

• Hunger Free Oklahoma provides families resources to combat hunger and can help 

families complete and submit SNAP applications. They offer help in English and Spanish.  

 

• Request Help with P-EBT Cards online or call (888) 328-6551. 

 

• Many Oklahoma families who qualify for free and reduced-price school meals may also 

qualify for other services. Applications for SNAP, Temporary Assistance for Needy 

Families (TANF), SoonerCare, and several other programs can be found on the OKDHS 

website. 

 

• OSDE has a P-EBT Fact Sheet for Families to answer many commonly asked questions 

about P-EBT benefits. 

https://sde.ok.gov/pebt
https://hungerfreeok.org/
https://ucok-my.sharepoint.com/personal/keaves1_uco_edu/Documents/LX%20Studio/P-EBT/M1_P-EBT%20Basics/Request%20Help%20with%20your%20Pandemic%20EBT%20Card
https://oklahoma.gov/okdhs.html
https://oklahoma.gov/okdhs.html
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/P-EBT%20FAQs%20for%20Families%20%281%29_1.pdf
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SECTION 1: P-EBT BASICS 

What is P-EBT?  

Pandemic Electronic Benefits Transfer (P-EBT) is a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
program that helps children who would have received free or reduced-price meals (F/R meals 

or F/R) at their schools if not for the COVID-19 pandemic. In Oklahoma, the Department of 
Human Services (OKDHS) administers the program through funding provided by a federal grant.  

The Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE) assists through a collaborative data-
sharing agreement to ensure hundreds of thousands of eligible households across the state will 
automatically receive P-EBT benefits without having to complete an application. Children who 

qualify will receive a debit card by mail preloaded with funds for groceries.    

What agency oversees the P-EBT program?  

P-EBT in Oklahoma is an inter-agency effort led by the Oklahoma Department of Human 

Services (OKDHS). It relies on cooperation and communication between OKDHS, the Oklahoma 
State Department of Education (OSDE), and hundreds of schools and school districts across the 
state. On the Federal level, P-EBT is administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

(USDA) Food and Nutrition Service (FNS).  

What is the Free and Reduce-Priced School Meal Program? What does it have to do with P-

EBT?  

The free and reduced-priced school meal program is part of the USDA’s National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP). The NSLP is the nation’s second largest food and nutrition assistance program, 
feeding on average 22.6 million children each school day in 2020 (1). The free and reduce-
priced meal program is one of several child nutrition programs funded by the USDA and is 

designed to serve students from lower income households. Students from households with 
incomes:  

• At or below 130 percent of the Federal poverty line can receive a free lunch.  

• Between 130 and 185 percent of the Federal poverty line can receive a reduce-price 
lunch.  

• Above 185 of the Federal poverty line can receive a low cost full-price lunch.  

Schools provide F/R meal applications during the enrollment process. However, applications 
may be submitted any time during the school year. Families earning at or below current  Income 

Eligibility Guidelines are strongly encouraged to contact fill out a school meal application. 
Applications are reviewed by local school or district officials before granting free or reduced-
price benefits.   

https://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp
https://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/child-nutrition-programs/national-school-lunch-program/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/income-eligibility-guidelines
https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/income-eligibility-guidelines
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If a household receives Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits, all children who 
attend school automatically qualify for free school meals. Participation in other federal 

assistance programs, including Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) also provides 
automatic eligibility.   

The P-EBT program is also an income-based (i.e., means-tested) USDA nutrition assistance 
program. In order to be eligible for P-EBT benefits, a student must first apply and qualify for F/R 
meals based on household income OR attend a Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) school in 

which all students receive free school meals regardless of household income.   

When did the P-EBT program begin?  

The first round of P-EBT funding was issued for SY 2019-20. It was a flat benefit of $250. The 

window has closed for 2019-20 P-EBT program funds. P-EBT eligibility requirements became 
more specific with the second round of funding for SY 2020-21.  

How long will the P-EBT program last?   

At this time, P-EBT funding has been appropriated by Congress for SY 2021-22, but those funds 
have not yet been allocated to states. If Oklahoma’s P-EBT proposal is approved by the USDA, 
benefits for this academic year will be distributed sometime in Fall 2022.   

Aren’t all students getting free meals at school because of the pandemic? Does that mean 
every student gets P-EBT money?  

As part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) program to combat food insecurity 
during the pandemic, the agency provided funding to schools allowing them to serve free meals 

to all students during SY 2020-21 and 2021-22. All Oklahoma public schools participated in this 
program.   

But, importantly, receiving these free meals is not the same as qualifying for the means-tested 
(i.e., income-based) free and reduced-price meals program through the National School Lunch 
Program which requires an application be completed and approved each academic year 

through the school. Students who do not qualify for income-based free and reduce-priced 
school meals or who do not attend a Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) school are not 
eligible for P-EBT.   

The free and reduced-price meal application is usually provided with other forms when a 

student enrolls in school. Some schools/districts include F/R meal applications in online 
enrollment platforms. If a parent or guardian isn’t sure if they filled one out for their student(s), 
they should check their enrollment documents or ask the school. Some districts/schools 
provide F/R forms that can be submitted, along with income verification, online, while others 

require a paper application and copies of income verification.   

https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/programs/tanf/
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/cn/CEPfactsheet.pdf
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SECTION 2: ASSESSING P-EBT ELIGIBILITY  

Which students are eligible for P-EBT?  

For SY 2020-21 students must first meet two important overall eligibility requirements:   

• They must have been enrolled in a school district that participates in the National School 
Lunch Program   

o This excludes fully virtual schools  

• They must be coded in the Wave as Free, Reduced, Community Eligibility Provision 
(CEP), Provision 2 or Provision 3  

If a student meets those criteria, a few additional factors must be assessed for that student on a  
day-by-day basis:  

• The student must be assigned to a Remote/Distance/Virtual or Blended Learning 
Environment Status  

• The student must be marked “present” or “in attendance” on a day in which they were 
assigned a Distance/Virtual Learning Environment Status   

In summary: If a student who receives free and reduced-priced meals or who goes to a CEP 
school was coded as present or in attendance during a day in which their school site was 

operating in a virtual/remote capacity due to COVID-19, they should receive the $6.82 P-EBT 
benefit for that day.   

How should a student’s learning environment be reported for P-EBT eligibility?  

Each day a student was determined to be learning in a distance or virtual environment, he or 
she is potentially eligible for P-EBT. To determine a student’s learning environment, OSDE uses 
three factors detailed in the Enrollment and Attendance Guidance document. Those factors 
are:  

• School Calendar  

• Basis of Admission  
• Attendance status  

For more information on how these factors are used to determine eligibility and calculate 
benefits, review the Enrollment & Attendance Guidance PDF for the appropriate school year: 
[2020-21] [2021-22]  

How should student attendance be reported for eligibility?  

To be identified as “potentially eligible” for P-EBT on a particular day, the student must be 
marked “in attendance” or “present” on a day in which their school was operating in a remote 

https://sde.ok.gov/child-nutrition-documents#provision
https://sde.ok.gov/child-nutrition-documents#provision
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/2021-05-20_1.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/2021-05-20_1.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Enrollment_AttendanceGuidance20-21.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/2022_BK_Enrollment%20and%20Attendance%20-%20Copy_0.pdf
https://ucok-my.sharepoint.com/personal/keaves1_uco_edu/Documents/LX%20Studio/P-EBT/M2_Determining%20P-EBT%20Eligibility/Basis%20of%20Admission%20Codes%20and%20Definitions.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Enrollment_AttendanceGuidance20-21.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Enrollment_AttendanceGuidance20-21.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Enrollment_AttendanceGuidance20-21.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/2022_BK_Enrollment%20and%20Attendance%20-%20Copy_0.pdf
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or virtual environment. However, some local Student Information Systems (SIS) are unable to 
transmit “present” attendance codes to the Wave. In these cases, students are assumed to be 

present when the Wave does not receive information explicitly indicating an absence.    

• Distance/Virtual Present days are coded DVAP or DVA5 and are counted toward P-EBT.   

• Distance/Virtual Absent days are coded DVA and are not counted toward P-EBT 
eligibility.   

If a student qualifies for free and reduced-price meals but attends a fully online virtual 

academy, will they receive P-EBT?  

No. Only students enrolled in a school that participates in the National School Lunch Program 
(NSLP) are eligible for P-EBT. The intent of the P-EBT program is to offset the cost of meals 
children would have received if they had been attending school in-person. These rules were set 

by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, not the state of Oklahoma, OSDE, OKDHS, or individual 
schools or districts.   

Can students or families apply for P-EBT?  

No, there’s no need to apply for P-EBT! In Oklahoma, eligible students will automatically receive 

P-EBT based on the following criteria:  

• Student’s income-based free and reduced-price meal status OR school CEP/Provision 2 
or Provision 3 status  

• Number of days school operated via remote/virtual instruction or at reduced capacity 
due to COVID  

• Number of days student attended remote/virtual instruction due to COVID  

Can P-EBT benefits be issued retroactively?   

Maybe, it depends on several factors. While all Oklahoma students received free school meals 
through a USDA grant during the last two academic years, P-EBT is funded through a different 
program requiring students to have completed an income-based free and reduced-price meal 

application through their school. This typically occurs during the enrollment process.    

Regardless of their eligibility for income-based free and reduce-priced meals, students are no 
longer able to receive  P-EBT for SY 2019-20. However, if a student applied and qualified for 
free and reduce-priced meals during SY 2020-21 or 2021-22 OR if they attended a CEP/Provision 
2 or Provision 3 school, they may receive retroactive P-EBT funds if they were omitted from the 

initial submission of P-EBT eligibility data in error. Schools are in the process of reviewing and 
resubmitting updated information to OKDHS, so some students who were not included in the 
initial distribution of funds may receive payments in the future.   



OSDE– COMMON QUESTIONS (AND ANSWERS) ABOUT DETERMINING P-EBT ELIGIBILITY 

Page 5 of 6 
 

Can students still receive P-EBT if they picked up to-go meals from the school when buildings 
were closed?  

Yes. Students who picked up meals to-go from their school sites during building closures are still 
eligible to receive P-EBT funds.   

Do we need to include all virtual and hybrid students, or just those who are eligible for free 

and reduced-price school meals?  

Only virtual/hybrid students eligible for income-based free and reduced-price school meals are 

listed in the report.   

What if a student switched learning modes during the year? Would we report multiple lines 

for that student?   

Students are included in the file to OKDHS when they have at least one day of eligibility in a 
month. OSDE sends an individual file to OKDHS for each month. If a student has multiple  
learning modes within a month, the number of days of eligibility across all learning modes is 

determined and the file reflects the total number of eligible days for each student each month.  

Do virtual days due to severe weather count toward P-EBT?   

No. P-EBT is only for virtual instruction due to COVID. If a student is participating in virtual 
learning/instructional activities during isolation or quarantine, it will count as a P-EBT eligible 

day. However, if the student is too ill to participate in virtual learning it’s considered an absence 
and the student will not receive P-EBT for that day.  

Should days students had to quarantine due to COVID count toward P-EBT?   

Yes. A student who switches to virtual learning due to quarantine or isolation is eligible if they 
are marked “present” or “in attendance” for those days. P-EBT eligibility is determined on a 
day-by-day basis for students who’ve applied for and receive income -based free and reduce-

priced meals.   

What if the school made a mistake about whether a student should be classified as “virtual” 

or “hybrid?” Who should be contacted to make the correction?  

Prior to issuance run, the school can submit the corrected information. After issuance, you will 
need to complete the P-EBT review form on the OSDE P-EBT website.   

What if an eligible child’s family moved out of Oklahoma during the SY 2020-21? Can they 
receive P-EBT and use benefits in their new state?  
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Yes. If the student attended an Oklahoma school during SY 2020-21 and was eligible for P-EBT 
(that is, eligible for free and reduced-price school meals and on a virtual/hybrid learning 

schedule due to COVID-19 while enrolled in Oklahoma) they can receive P-EBT for the months 
they attended an Oklahoma school and use P-EBT benefits in another state.  

If a student received P-EBT in 2020, will they automatically receive it in 2021?  

Not necessarily. If a student was eligible in 2020 because they attended a CEP, Provision 2 or 
Provision 3 school but later transferred to a school that did not participate in NSLP, a 100% 
virtual academy, or a non-CEP public school and did not qualify for or fill out a free and 
reduced-price meal application, they would not receive 2021 P-EBT benefits.   

What is Summer P-EBT? Who is eligible for it?  

Summer P-EBT is an extension of the regular P-EBT program and provides funding for the 
months students are not attending school. To qualify, students must meet two criteria:  

• As of May 2021, they must have been enrolled in a school district that participates in the 
National School Lunch Program.   

• They must have applied and qualified for free and reduced-priced meals based on 
income for 2020-21   

    OR   

• Be enrolled in a school that participated in the Community Eligible Provision, Provision 2 
or Provision 3 federal program in 2020-21.   

The standard Summer P-EBT benefit is $375 per student and is not based on virtual/remote 

attendance. Graduating seniors are included in Summer P-EBT if they met eligibility 
requirements while in school. Summer benefits will be added to the P-EBT card families 
received in 2020-21. If a student did not qualify for 2020-21 benefits, a card will be mailed to 

them. If a student is eligible for Summer 2021 benefits but did not receive them by Jan. 31, 
2022, their parent or guardian should fill out the Benefits Review Form. Schools will have an 
opportunity to correct student information and submit additional benefit eligibility for 
disbursement in Spring 2022. 


