
 

Welcome to Texico Elementary!  Our PreK program is exited to 

offer multiple learning opportunities to begin your child’s learning 

journey.  We need your help.  We will provide multiple resources to 

help you help your child.  We are excited to get started! 

This Family Handbook has been prepared to help answer any 

questions you might have about our PreK program at Texico 

Elementary.  You can find additional information about our school 

district on our school web page: www.texicoschools.com.   

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school 

(575) 482-3492. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs. Pipkin, Principal and PreK Coordinator 

http://www.texicoschools.com/
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ELIGIBILITY-How old does my child have to be to qualify for the PreK program at Texico 

Elementary? 

PreK:  

All children served must have reached their fourth (4th) birthday before September 1 of the current 

calendar year.   

Early PreK: 

All children served must have reached their third (3rd) birthday before September 1 of the current 

year.  At Texico Elementary, all three (3) year olds must have an identified developmental delay to be 

eligible to participate in our Early PreK Program.  Texico Elementary hosts Child Find events in the fall 

and spring to support parents on their journey of identifying any suspected delays with their child.  

Contact us at (575) 482-3492 for addition information.   

RECRUITMENT-How do you let parents know about PreK at Texico Elementary? 

Thanks to the New Mexico PreK grant initiative, Texico Elementary is able to offer PreK classes for 4 

year old children in the Texico community.  We provide information about our program to all 

populations throughout our town.  We do not discriminate  when selecting student participants 

based on race, ethnicity, religion, national origin, nor any other unique demographics of which our 

community’s children represent.   

Texico Elementary notifies the community of openings for our PreK program in a variety of ways that 

include:  

 Radio stations inform the public on KSEL 105.9, MIX 107.5, and KRMQ 101.5. 

 Notification is posted on our school website: www.texicoschools.com 

 Flyers are posted in businesses in the community. 

 Our district Facebook page is used to inform parents of school activities. 

In addition to the list above, parents are welcome to call the school office between the hours of 7:30 

a.m. -4:00 p.m.   

As a reminder, students cannot participate in New Mexico PreK at Texico Elementary and be served 

in any additional programs funded by CYFD PreK.  Please check with the school’s personnel if you 

have any questions pertaining to this topic.  

http://www.texicoschools.com/


 

 

SELECTION/PRIORITIZATION-Are there conditions where one child is selected instead of another 

for participating in PreK at Texico Elementary? 

New Mexico PreK at Texico Elementary will consider the following situations as priority needs when 

making participant selections: 

 Children who would not otherwise have the opportunity to attend a quality early care and 

education program. 

 Children who are not already being funded for early care and education with another funding 

source. 

 Children who will attend kindergarten at Texico Elementary School. 

 

ENROLLMENT-How do I get my child signed up for PreK at Texico Elementary? 

Texico Elementary School holds Pre-Registration at the fall and spring Child Find.  Parents are asked 

to bring their child with them to Child Find to be able to perform tasks on our screener to determine 

levels of achievement on developmental skills.  From the screening data, we are able to obtain 

provisional participation numbers for our PreK program.   

Enrollment of New Mexico PreK four (4) year olds is determined by the number of students obtained 

during our registration process. 

1.  Registrations for enrollment are accepted until all slots are filled.  A waiting list is then 

started for any additional inquiries.   

2. Slots vacated during the school year are filled with students from the waiting list maintained 

by the administrator in the building. 

 

 



 

Student Privacy Rights 

Texico Elementary adheres to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) regarding 

confidentiality of student information.  All of our student records are maintained in locked fire proof 

cabinets.  Contact the administrator at Texico Elementary School if you have any additional 

questions. 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law that protects the privacy of 

student education records.  The law applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable 

program of the US Department of Education.   

Schools may disclose, without consent, “directory” information such as a student’s name, address, 
telephone number, date and place of birth, honors and awards, and dates of attendance.  However, schools 
must tell parents and eligible students about directory information and allow parents and eligible students 
a reasonable amount of time to request that the school not disclose directory information about them.  
Schools must notify parents and eligible students annually of their rights under FERPA.  The actual means of 
notification  in a PTA bulletin, student handbook, or newspaper article) is left to the discretion of each
school

 

For additional information, you may call 1-800-USA-LEARN (1-800-872-5327). 

ATTENDANCE – What if my child is absent from school?  

 

A definite relationship exists between success in school and good attendance.  Therefore,  
it is very important that your child is in school every day unless they are ill or other  
special circumstances exist.   
 

For children to receive the full benefits of participating in NM PreK it is expected they will  

attend at least 90% of the time.    

 

When children are sick, their ability to function and learn in the classroom is reduced.  We  

expect your child to stay home until they are well.  This will also reduce the chance of  

infecting the other children.    
 

If your child becomes sick at school, we will make every effort to contact you or your  

emergency contact to take them home.  We will try to make them as comfortable as  

possible until you arrive. Keep your contact numbers and address current with the  

office and teacher so we may reach you when necessary. 

 



 

Medications at School 

Medication will only be allowed at school when a failure to take medication could jeopardize the student’s 

health and/or educational abilities.  Medication should be limited to students with long term chronic illness or 

disability.  Any other type of medication should be given by the parents either before or after school hours.  If a 

student must take medication at school, the following are required: 

1.  Parent or guardian must provide a complete Medical Authorization Form or chronic illness action plan 

(allergy, asthma, cardiac, diabetes, or seizure) signed by the child’s doctor before medication can be 

administered. 

2. Medication brought to school must be in a container labeled by the pharmacy or the doctor, including 

the date of the prescription.   

3. No over the counter medicines are allowed at school without a Physician Order and Medication 

Authorization Form completed by the child’s doctor and returned. 

4. A new Physician Order and Medication Authorization Form or Action Plan must be completed each year. 

Vision and Hearing Screening 

New Mexico Legislation requires students in PreK be screened for vision and hearing.  These screenings are done 

at the start of each school year, and for new enrollees throughout the school year.   

1.  These screenings are not diagnostic but identify children who need further evaluation. 

2. Referral Notice: Parents/Guardians are notified only if a screening has abnormal findings.  If you receive 

a notice, please have your child evaluated as soon as possible and return the completed form to the 

school nurse. 

3. If your child has been prescribed glasses, please make sure they wear their glasses to school every day. 

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PLAN---How can I be a part of my child’s learning? 

Parent Visits to Classrooms: Parents are welcome to visit the classrooms.  It is necessary for you to take into 

consideration, however, that situations where you need to talk extensively with the teacher be scheduled 

outside instructional time. Efforts to support our Texico Elementary PreK parents with 90 hours or more for 

family engagement are listed below:  

 Home Visits  

 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 Classroom Activities 

 Field Trips 

SPECIAL EDUCTION PROCEDURES PLAN---What if I have concerns about my child? 

Screening and Referral: Children often participate in our Child Find Screenings planned in the fall and spring.  

District and local service providers work collaboratively to identify individual needs and refer for additional 

testing as appropriate.  PreK students experiencing difficulties in the classroom identified by the teacher or 

parent can be referred to the district special education department by the teacher.   

Student data from screening results are considered by all teachers when planning lessons and play learning 

opportunities for all children.  

 



 

Parents are encouraged to attend all IEP meetings and participate by providing school personnel with any 

information that will assist in planning an effective educational plan for the child.  School representatives will 

provide facts from testing results and guided through the IEP to ensure a clear understanding of the process.  

Students Who Enter With an IEP: My child already receives services. Will you accept the outside testing results?  

Any child entering the Texico Municipal Schools with a current Individual Education Plan will be directed to the 

school administrator.  The administrator will review the services being transferred and the students will continue 

with the services until a transfer IEP meeting is held.   

TRANSPORTATION PLAN---How will my child get to and from school?  

Parents have several options available for making sure children arrive and depart from school safely.  It is urgent 

that you notify your teacher of any daily changes in the way he or she will arrive or depart.  If it is a long term 

change, notify the school’s main office so changes can be made in the data base. 

Drop Off and Pick Up: Parents/Caregivers are required to walk their child into the classroom and pick the child 

up in the classroom each day.  You are encouraged to use the parking lot north of the PreK classrooms. 

School Bus: The students may ride the bus to school in the mornings.  Parents are required to communicate with 

the district office to arrange for this transportation.  The number is (575) 482-3801.   

Identification of Contact for Students: Regardless of the reason why a child is being picked up, all contacts for 

the child will be asked to show a picture ID to school personnel.  Once school employees are comfortable with 

knowing who is in contact with their students, those contacts may not be asked for their ID.  However, it is 

important to have it available when the secretary or administrator is not available. 

PROGRAM and CLASSROOM QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN---Do things always stay the same? 

Each year, each month, each day, we constantly identify procedures and practices that need to be different to 

make your child’s experiences in PreK the best for them to be successful.  Some of these practices can be 

changed immediately while others must be planned, implemented, studied, and suggested changes acted upon 

to make meaningful improvement in our program and classrooms.   





 


