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Melrose School District has had a lot of changes with the 2020-21 school year.  Since 
March of 2020, we have learned to do things differently and adapt quickly.  Not having 
students attend school in-person was unorthodox to say the least.  The staff rallied 
together to find, learn to use, and push out a learning platform that would keep the 
students of Melrose engaged and moving forward academically.  We started back in 
2020 in a pandemic and we were only able to have our At-Risk youth attend starting in 
August in-person in 4:1 pods.   
 
In September, the elementary students (PreK-6) could return to in-person learning in a 
hybrid mode providing the school district could meet the safety guidelines imposed by 
the PED and governor at that time like social distancing of six feet while in the 
classroom, no music, PE, or art, spacing on busses, wearing masks, available cleaning 
supplies, surveillance testing measures in place for staff, and weekly reporting 
requirements to the State.  So, we imposed a core subject teaching methodology.  We 
would teach math, science, social studies and language arts in-person from 8:00-12:00.  
We would continue to feed our students in-person and remotely.  We would continue to 
send packets and teach those who requested remote learning.  We would provide all 
the services that our students needed while continuing to follow State orders. 
 
We truly expected that at semester, we would be able to open more to in-person 
learning and phase out the remote aspect for all our students. Then the order came 
down that if a school had a spike in cases over the holiday break, then the school 
district would have to close.  Melrose went to a voluntary remote learning only model so 
families could make their own decisions on travel, family gatherings and quarantining 
over the thanksgiving and Christmas breaks. 
 
January 18th, we started back to school in a Hybrid model again for our PreK-6 grades 
and our At-Risk students.  We received a “toolkit” from the PED which outlined what 
needed to be in place in order to have students in-person.  This toolkit was a new 
document full of guidelines, recommendations and restrictions that the school districts 
had to “assure” in order to reopen.  One of the restrictions was to be inspected by the 
PED or a designate to make sure all safety measures were in place before we could 
bring students back. 
 
On January 28th, the governor stated that every school district in NM could start school 
on February 8th.  This was a true statement but what people did not know was that there 
was a new “toolkit” with new guidelines attached that each school district had to have in 
place in order to open. One new mandate was a fire marshal inspection two weeks prior 
to a reopening date.  In order to meet this timing guideline was the reason Melrose 
chose to start on February 10th.  Each school district was allowed flexibility in how to 
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meet the “toolkit” but the State wanted to make sure that core subjects were the main 
focus for every school district during their in-person learning. 
 
Melrose School District administration and staff has worked continuously on different 
models where we could follow the State mandates for reopening, teach core subjects in-
person, be able to teach remote learners, continue to feed our students, and provide 
transportation with minimal stress to our students, staff and parents.  The 
superintendents from Curry, Roosevelt, De Baca and Quay county school districts were 
in discussion on what, why and how each were going to meet the requirements in order 
to start in a hybrid mode with their junior high and high school students.  These start-
ups are “fluid” and will be refined as things change.   
 
Each district decided on what was best for their communities (students, staff, parents) 
along with what they could provide following the guidelines.  Some of the districts 
started on February 8th.  Many more chose starting dates of February 15th with others 
choosing February 22nd as their starting date.  Some chose to continue remote learning 
only.  While there are nuances to each district plans, we are all trying to do what we 
think is best for our students.  Each district is different and while it looks like some can 
go all day while others are half-days, the ability to maintain the guiding principles set 
forth by the PED are the driving force behind what we can do. 
 
Following the guidelines of 50% roster capacity and 6’ social distancing, Melrose is 
going to provide a hybrid mode of learning where all PreK-12th grade students can 
receive in-person instruction at least two days per week starting February 10th.  We will 
teach core subjects in-person from 8-12:30 in a M/W co-hort or T/Th co-hort schedule. 
This will allow our staff to work in the afternoons on lessons for those that do not attend 
on their off days, work with remote learners, make themselves available for homework 
questions, work on remediations and prepare new lesson plans. Our at-risk students 
can attend every day. We will continue to teach our JH/HS elective classes on-line.  Our 
entire staff will be available to all our students via text, phone calls, emails, and on-line 
Monday – Thursday until 4:00.  Many of our HS staff are available for conferences after 
hours and on weekends by appointments. 
 
Today, Melrose Schools are focusing on getting students back into the classroom for 
academic learning.  February 22nd is the goal date the NMAA set to get back to a hybrid 
athletic schedule.  The governor said that she was going to process the department of 
health data and decide whether that date will hold.  If allowed, the seasons will be 
compacted to say the least.  We will continue to practice in our small pods and social 
distancing for now.      
  
We know that this is not a perfect solution.  Some of our ideas will negatively affect 
people and we do not take that lightly.  We have tried to make these transitions as 
painless as possible affecting the minimum number of individuals.  To that end,  
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everyone at Melrose Schools is committed to provide the best education for all our 
students.  We promise to continue to look at ways that we can bring back every student, 
every day, all day.  Please know that in-person learning is the best way to teach and to 
learn and the administration will do everything it can to bring our students back in a 
normal setting. 
 
If any parent or guardian has any questions about why or what we are doing here at 
Melrose Schools, please call any administrator through the school offices so we can 
have a honest and open dialogue.  We want to be transparent with our decisions and 
are open to all suggestions on how to make this process better for our students, faculty, 
parents and community.  We are stronger when we all come together and fight for the 
same goal.   

 
 
                   

 
 

 


