
By Gilbert Swaim
Staff Writer

School is back in session.
In-person school is finally 

back after being closed down on 
March 12.

Schools had to close due to the 
growing number of coronavirus 

cases in New Mexico.
As of deadline, all grades 

had been re-established and 
were set to have in-school 
learning starting today, Oct. 
12, Superintendent Bonnie 
Lightfoot said in an email sent to 
parents and teachers last week.

Fourth through sixth grades 

were allowed back into school 
on Oct. 6, although the fourth 
grade had to be split due to the 
size of the class, Lightfoot said 
in an email to The Roundup 
staff.   

“There are no plans at this 
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FINALLY!

Photo by Maddie Kenyon
Kindergarten student Kenneth Downey takes a break during recess Oct. 6. This week 
marks the first time students in all grades have been allowed on campus since March 12.

Some classes still partly remote
By Gilbert Swaim
Staff Writer

While most students have 
made a return to school, allow-
ing most teachers to return to 
regular in-person instruction, at 
least one teacher hasn’t been so 
lucky. 

Kate Johnson, the third- and 
fourth-grade teacher, has had 
to do both in-person and online 
school. 

She has been doing this since 
the beginning of the school year, 
when the governor allowed only 
pre-K through third-grade stu-
dents in school.

“It’s difficult to keep up with 
both,” Johnson said.

When classes could not meet 
in person, the internet program, 
Zoom, became a big part of 
teaching during this pandemic.

This program allowed stu-
dents and teachers to meet vir-
tually and discuss what they 
learned throughout the week.

Edgenuity is another program 
that has become a big part of 
students’ and teachers’ day-to-
day lives.

Edgenuity is an online pro-
gram that is set up with differ-
ent courses for students to learn 
from. 

The teacher who mainly helps 
run the program is Lori Foust. 

As the site administrator, she 
helps manage the site and makes 
sure everything is running fine. 

“With some of the older 
courses, our teachers have dis-
covered some mistakes in the 
information presented. I would 
prefer Edgenuity were easier to 
insert materials,” Foust said.

Even though classes are re-
suming in person, teachers will 
continue to use online programs 
in their classes to keep students 
fresh and prepared in case the 
governor recloses schools, Foust 
said.

All grades resume in-person instruction
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Class resumes with some precautions
By Bonnie Lightfoot
Superintendent

The approval for us to return 
100% of our students back to 
campus was given last week.

We began to re-introduce 
fourth through sixth grade 
back to school Oct. 6, and I 
hope the children had a great 
day! There are some “bugs” to 
work out, but we will get it fig-
ured out. 

We will need a few days to 
solidify the operation of school 
with all elementary students in 
attendance either in a small 
group setting (with a low stu-
dent-to-teacher ratio) or on a 
Monday/Wednesday-Tuesday/
Thursday hybrid model. 

All students in kindergarten 
through second grade will con-
tinue to be on campus Monday 

through Thursday. 
Third through sixth 

grades are following 
a hybrid model, mean-
ing that 50% of stu-
dents  are on campus 
Monday and Wednes-
day, and the other 50% 
are on campus Tues-
day and Thursday. 

Kate Johnson and Cami. 
Shoemaker are contacting 
families to set up which days 
children should be at school. 

Siblings in other grade levels 
will be able to attend school on 
the same day.

Special-education students of 
all grades should still plan on 
attending school as outlined in 
the schedule developed by our 
SPED director, Robin Alden.

The remaining students in 
grades seven through 12 at 

House Schools, as well 
as those students en-
rolled in The Learning 
Center, are welcome to 
come back to campus 
beginning on Monday, 
Oct. 12, 2020. 

At this time, we can 
operate the master 
schedule and rotate 

students through their classes 
on a seven-period day. 

We will keep a careful watch 
to ensure a small group setting 
(with a low student-to-teacher 
ratio) or hybrid model imple-
mented as necessary.

There will be some addi-
tional learning curves as we 
begin to attend school with all 
grades, but I am confident that 
teachers and House staff mem-
bers can figure it out. 

Whatever it takes, we’re 

ready to roll!
Parents, please remind chil-

dren to bring their face masks. 
Also, remind them that we will 
practice social distancing to 
the greatest extent possible.

Parents of elementary 
children who were issued a 
Chromebook at the beginning 
of the year are asked to send it 
to school with their children. 

If a children are in third 
through sixth grade and re-
ceived a Chromebook, they 
may keep it until they are able 
to return to school Monday 
through Thursday. 

The literal world-wide 
shortage of Chromebooks has 
caused quite the delay in our 
additional order of Chrome-
books, but I am hopeful we 
will receive those in the next 
two weeks. 

Bonnie 
Lightfoot

Editorial

time to bring third through 
sixth (grades) back together 
all at one time, based upon the 
governor(‘s) executive order and 
the guidelines from NMPED,” 
Lightfoot wrote, using the 
acronym for the New Mexico 
Public Education Department.

Students and teachers will 
still be practicing online school 
in case they have to leave the 
school for any reason later, 
Lightfoot said.

As of Oct. 7, Quay County 
was in the “green” zone for 
the number of coronavirus 
infections.

The state uses color coding 

to rank each county, with green 
being a low number of infections 
and red being a serious number 
of infections. There is also a 
yellow zone that lies between 
the two.

With the return of in-person 
teaching, students were ready to 
come back.

“I kinda got used to the school 
from home thing. I think it will 
be good to get back in school 
with teachers and friends, 
though,” junior Ross Lee said.

For some, the return of in-
person teaching is a stress 
reliever.

“I feel really relieved. Online 
school has been stressful and 
has been a difficult struggle 
keeping up,” sophomore Laci 
Meadors said.

Back
From page 1

Photo by Jalee Snipes
Third-grader Adela Armendariz leaves school on a recent 
afternoon. 

County placed in ‘green’ category
By Maddie Kenyon
Staff Writer

Quay County recently was 
put into the “green” category 
on New Mexico’s coronavirus 
map, allowing more students to 
come back to school.

The map is sorted by county, 
so the fewer cases Quay County 
has, the more students the school 
district can let in the door. 

There are three different col-
or-coded levels. 

The levels describe the sever-
ity of the coronavirus outbreak 
in each county.

According to the New Mexico 
Department of Health website, 
nmhealth.org, to be in the green, 
a county must have an average 
daily case rate under 8 new cas-
es per 100,000 people and a test 
positivity rate under 5%.

According to the Johns Hop-
kins University website,  jhsph.
edu, test positivity rate is “the 
percentage of all coronavirus 

tests performed that are actually 
positive.” 

To be in the yellow, a county 
must have fewer than 8 new 
cases per 100,000 but can have 
a test positivity rate of 5% or 
greater. 

Counties in the red have 8 or 
more daily cases per 100,000 
and a test positivity rate over 
5%. 

At press time, Quay County 
met the requirements to be clas-
sified as green.

Buy Some 
Memories!

The 2019-2020 
Round Up yearbook 

is on sale now! 

Copies are $30 each 
or two for $50. 

See Mrs. Snipes in the 
office to buy your copy.
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By Evelyn Garrett
Editor

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, lunches are being 
served in a different way to 
keep students safe. 

Superintendent Bonnie 
Lighfoot, in an email to The 
Roundup, said that cafeteria 
workers are not serving meals 
from the lunch line. 

“They are pre-packaged and 
handed out to recipients in a 
grab-and-go style,” Lightfoot 
wrote. 

Lightfoot stated that stu-
dents are eating in the cafete-
ria, but in a socially distanced 
manner. 

Sixth-grader Jalee Snipes 
described the changes.

“It is definitely a different 
experience,” she wrote in an 

email to The Roundup.
“It is not as fun as it used to 

be,” she wrote.
In written responses to 

questions from The Roundup, 
fourth-grader Zarek Aragon 
said he is still enjoying his 
lunches.

He described his lunches 
as “great” and wrote that he 
doesn’t mind not having his 
friends nearby while he eats.

Lunch procedures change 
in response to coronavirus

Photo by Maddie Kenyon
Kyler Cramblet takes a bite of spaghetti during lunch Oct. 6 at House Municipal Schools. 
Lunchroom procedures have changed in response to the coronavirus pandemic. 

District
District has 
more laptops 
coming for 
student use
By Evelyn Garrett
Editor

House Schools is set to re-
ceive more Chromebooks soon. 

“We ordered them through 
FireFly,” Superintendent Bon-
nie Lightfoot said in an email to 
The Roundup. 

“We had 10 already from our 
order last spring,” Lightfoot 
wrote.  

The school ordered 40 more 
Chromebooks this fall. 

Each Chromebook cost $285, 
Lightfoot wrote.

Lightfoot said during the 
September school board meet-
ing that Plateau Internet had 
awarded two grants to the 
House School District to cover 
Chromebooks. 

The devices will be “distrib-
uted for student use,” Lightfoot 
wrote. 

During the board meeting 
Sept. 21, Lightfoot said she 
was hoping that there would be 
enough Chromebooks for each 
student in a household to get 
one. 

“So no one has to share,” 
Lightfoot said. 

House educational assistant 
honored by state association
By Maddie Kenyon
Staff Writer

House Schools employee 
Sondra Jack recently received 
the New Mexico School Boards 
Association Student Achieve-
ment Award.

Jack stated that she originally 
was hired at House to take care 
of special-education students. 

“I assisted with other SPED 
students, doing a variety of 
things, such as cooking with 

some and reading en-
tire history books to a 
student with dyslexia,” 
Jack wrote in an email 
to The Roundup.

Jack wrote that 
she has enjoyed her 
30 years working at 
House.

“Every year has 
been different, but always with 
wonderful students and teach-
ers who are lifelong friends,” 
she wrote.

Bonnie Lightfoot, 
House Schools super-
intendent, said in an 
email to The Roundup 
that the House school 
board nominated Jack 
for the award. Jack was 
honored during an on-
line meeting. 

“She received a 
plaque, and she was recognized 
virtually during a recent House 
School Board meeting,” Light-
foot wrote.

Sondra 
Jack
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Several House students 
participated in the recent  

Fort Sumner Junior Rodeo 
Association competition at the 
De Baca County Fairgrounds. 

Top: Sixth-grader Jalee 
Snipes takes her turn com-

peting. Above left: Seventh-
grader Cade Lee ropes a 

goat. Above right: Fifth-grader 
Kynlee Cramblet loses her 

hat as she competes. Right: 
First-grader Logan Boyd 

gives her horse instructions.

Photos by Maddie Kenyon

Sports

Roping 
and riding
Roping 
and riding


