
By Gilbert Swaim
Staff Writer

House students will continue 
remote learning until Jan. 18.

With some cases of the CO-
VID-19 virus reaching school 
staff members and students’ 
families in House, Superinten-
dent Bonnie Lightfoot decided 
to close down the campus un-
til two weeks after Christmas 
break.

“Out of an abundance of cau-
tion, I closed us down again 
until Jan. 18 as a proactive ap-
proach,” Lightfoot said in an 
email to the Roundup.

The Department of Health 
and the CDC (Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion) indicate that 14 days are 
enough time for the disease to 
pass from potential holiday 
travels, Lightfoot wrote.

With the closure of the cam-

pus, students have gone back to 
remote learning.

Teachers are working with 
the students to make sure they 
know where to be and what 
they should be learning.

Some teachers said they are 
proud of the students for keep-
ing up with remote learning.

“I think it’s a big atta boy for 
students,” history teacher Steve 
Foust wrote in an email to the 
Roundup.
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Photo by Evelyn Garrett
Junior Matthew Sperry has trouble remembering how to sit on the bus Nov. 4 after getting 
a little out of practice during this topsy-turvy school year. In-person classes resumed for 
all students in October, but the campus closed again Nov. 10 after a member of the school 
community tested positive for COVID-19. The campus is scheduled to reopen Jan. 18.

Teachers to get Google training
By Evelyn Garrett 
Editor 

Due to COVID-19, House 
teachers will be getting training 
to use an online site for school. 

Some teachers have already 
been using the site, Google 
Classroom. 

Special-education director 
Robin Alden told the Roundup 
she has been using Google 
Classroom for about a year. 

“It works well as a commu-
nication device between teach-
ers and students,” she said in an 
email. 

Alden explained how Google 
Classroom works. 

“Teachers can assign tasks, 
communicate with the students, 
and upload videos and assign-
ments for the students in one 

central location,” Alden wrote. 
She said it has been working 

really well. 
“I can see what the teachers 

are giving my students so that I 
can properly assist them in their 
assignments,” she said. 

Third- and fourth-grade 

teacher Kate Johnson also has 
been using Google Classroom. 

Although Johnson had been 
exposed to Google Classroom 
previously, this is her first year 
using it. 

She said it allows teachers to 
post daily assignments.

“We use all things Google in 
order to instruct, practice and as-
sess,” she said. 

Superintendent Bonnie Light-
foot gave information on how 
the training is funded.

“Rural and Low-Income 
School (RLIS) grant program 
is to provide rural districts with 
financial assistance for initia-
tives aimed at improving stu-
dent achievement,” Lightfoot 
said. “... The grant is non-com-
petitive, and eligibility is deter-
mined by statute.”

“It works well as a 
communication 
device between 

teachers and 
students.”
Robin Alden

Special-ed director, 
on using Google Classroom



Page 2 December 2020The House Roundup

A letter from the superintendent
By Bonnie Lightfoot
Superintendent

I hope this letter finds each 
of you healthy and feeling 
thankful for the blessings in 
your lives. 

These are indeed crazy 
times, but I hope you have 
found time to rest and spend 
time with those you love in re-
cent days.

As you know, I was informed 
of positive staff or student 
cases of COVID-19 in House 
Schools on Nov. 9, and thus we 
shifted to remote learning prior 
to our Thanksgiving break. 

During that closure, folks 
who had been identified as 
“close contact” individuals 
were notified and instructed to 
get a COVID-19 test.

The results of those 
tests identified addi-
tional staff or students 
with positive cases at 
House Schools during 
that period of time.

We are all aware of 
the rapid rise in CO-
VID-19 cases in and 
around our communi-
ties. 

The quarantine period for 
COVID-19 exposure is 14 
days, and in anticipation of 
staff, student and family travel 
over Christmas, I have decided 
to keep House Schools in a 
remote-learning setting for the 
remainder of the fall semester 
as well as two weeks following 
Christmas break.

Our first day of remote 
school will be Jan. 4, as the 

calendar adopted by 
the House School 
Board indicates; how-
ever, I have delayed 
in-person instruction 
to begin on Jan. 18.

During this closure, 
meals will be prepared, 
and we will once again 
begin meal delivery 

for those families who would 
like to receive meals. 

If you prefer to pick up 
meals for your student, that is 
also possible.

As a reminder, all meals are 
100% free to all students. 

House Schools office staff 
called each family on Mon-
day, Nov. 30 to determine their 
preference for meals. 

While the campus is closed, 
we are preparing meals twice 

per week (Tuesday and Thurs-
day).

My intention is always to 
protect the students and staff 
in our school, and this decision 
has been made out of an abun-
dance of caution. 

If families decide to travel 
during Christmas break, de-
laying in-person school for 
two additional weeks in Janu-
ary will hopefully allow any 
potential virus exposure to be 
eliminated during the 14-day 
delayed start.

As always, I will keep you 
posted if the situation changes. 

All of us want students to be 
in classrooms, learning face-
to-face with their teachers, and 
I have no intention of waver-
ing from our ultimate goal.

Be well!

Bonnie 
Lightfoot

Editorial

Change is a constant in cafeteria
By Evelyn Garrett   
Editor 

House Schools cafeteria 
manager Cathy Ray has had to 
make changes to her serving 
process because of the corona-
virus pandemic.

Last spring, when the cam-
pus had to close, the school 
made and delivered lunches to 
students.

When school started back up 
this fall, the upper elementary 
students were allowed back, 
causing there to be changes on 
serving lunches. 

More changes came when 
students in the upper grades 
returned.

Starting Nov. 10, the campus 
had to close again, making the 

school go back to delivering 
lunches to the students.

Before the most recent clo-
sure, students were being 
served lunches on campus. 

Due to the pandemic, the caf-
eteria had to add some safety 
precautions when it came to 
serving students lunches.

Ray described the changes in 
an email to the Roundup before 
the most recent closure. 

“We must now use the grab-
and-go method to serve stu-
dents,” she wrote. 

There have been changes 
when it comes to students eat-
ing as well.

“The elementary grades are 
served grab-and-go lunches in 
the temporary dining room set 
up in the multipurpose room,” 

Ray wrote. 
She said it has been a chal-

lenge to serve meals at the 
proper temperature.

Cafeteria workers have to 
“bag the food up and keep it 
warm (or) cold from beginning 
to end of serving,” she wrote. 

Ray said the staff and stu-
dents have been great.

“The students have [been] 
very understanding and toler-
ant of the foods that I serve. 
The staff has always been will-
ing to lend a helping hand if I 
need it,” she wrote. 

Anyone who needs meals 
and is not receiving them 
should call the school office 
at (575) 279-7353 or contact 
Ray via cellphone at (575) 
760-0033.

Photo by Maddie Kenyon
Sixth-graders Clayton Boyd, left, and Eli Clements ate a socially distanced lunch before 
the campus closed.

Coronavirus 
precautions 
prompt SAT 
exemption 
for seniors
By Christian Chavez
Staff Writer

Seniors are not going to 
have to take the SAT this year 
because of the coronavirus, 
House High School guidance 
counselor Clyde Moon said.

The SAT is a test students 
take to get into college.

Senior Evelyn Garrett said 
she is glad she doesn’t have to 
take it but concerned about how 
it will affect her plans.

“I’m a little relieved about 
not having to take the SAT, but 
nervous of the future effects,” 
she said. “I plan on going to 
Eastern New Mexico (Univer-
sity), and I don’t know how 
much they will ... let pass due 
to COVID.”

Moon said that colleges 
won’t require students to take 
the SAT or the ACT, another 
standardized test, to get in.

“Colleges are waiving ACT 
or SAT for entrance require-
ments,” he said. “Colleges are 

See SAT, page 4
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By Maddie Kenyon
Staff Writer

There is a new COVID-19 
vaccine, but it is not yet avail-
able in the United States.

The vaccine was created by 
Pfizer and BioNtech.

According to Pfizer, the vac-
cine is 95% effective and has 
no serious side effects, the New 

York Times reported in a Nov. 
18 article.

Vaccines contain weakened 
or inactive parts of a particular 
organism, school nurse Sunni 
Osborn explained in an email 
to the Roundup.

“Newer vaccines contain the 
blueprint for producing anti-
gens rather than the antigen it-
self,” Osborn wrote.

The Pfizer vaccine has to be 
stored at minus 94 degrees, the 
Times reported.

Another company, Moderna, 
also is developing a vaccine. 

Moderna’s vaccine must be 
kept at minus 4 degrees for 
long-term storage but can be 
kept at “standard refrigerator 
temperatures of 36 to 46 de-
grees Fahrenheit for up to 30 

days,” the Times reported. 
Until a vaccine is officially 

sent out, Osborn recommended 
people do other things to stay 
safe.

“Stay home, wash hands, 
wear a mask only when needed, 
eat a [healthy], well-balanced 
meal, drink plenty of fluids, 
exercise, take vitamins,” she 
wrote.

District

COVID-19 vaccines show promise

Behind 
the scenes

Photographer Tres Morgan took 
school pictures Nov. 4, a few days 

before the campus closed. Several House 
High School students helped with setup. 

Above: Ninth-grader Christian Chavez, left, 
and 11th-grader Gilbert Swaim carry tripods, 

seating and other equipment into the multi-
purpose room. Top right: Ninth-grader Tyler 

Poling, left, brings in a light diffuser while 
11th-grader Matthew Sperry carries additional 

equipment. Bottom right: Eleventh-graders 
Ross Lee, left, Matthew Sperry and Gilbert 

Swaim move chairs and tables out of the way 
as ninth-grader Tyler Poling looks on. 

Photos by Evelyn Garrett



also going to use high-school 
GPA (grade-point average) 
for determination of academic 
scholarships.”

Normally, House students 
take the SAT at school, but that 
is impossible this year because 

of the coronavirus. 
Moon said the testing is 

“never (done) at home for test-
security reasons.”

While seniors are off the 
hook, juniors will take the test 
a little later than usual, Moon  
said.

“The current plan is for the 
juniors to take SAT in April,” 
he said.
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Sports

Price places 
first at rodeo
By Maddie Kenyon
Staff Writer

House students claimed 
many awards at a recent play-
day rodeo event in Fort Sum-
ner.

The competition was held 
by the Junior Rodeo Associa-
tion over the course of several 
weeks this fall. 

Participants competed in dif-
ferent areas and held smaller 
play days just about every other 
weekend. 

They earned points at each 
play day to try and place in the 
overall scores.

In the 10- to 12-year-old 

boys’ overall awards, fifth-
grader Haize Price, sixth-grad-
er Kyler Cramblet and seventh-
grader Cade Lee claimed first, 
second and third place, respec-
tively. 

“It felt good [to be awarded], 
but I still need to improve in all 
of my events,” Cade stated in 
an email to the Roundup.

In the 10- to 12-year-old over-
all girls awards, fifth-grader 
Kynlee Cramblet, sixth-grader 
Clayton Boyd and sixth-grader 
Jalee Snipes placed third, ninth 
and 11th, respectively. 

“We were given hay bags 
and jackets,” Kynlee stated in 
an email to the Roundup.

Photo by Maddie Kenyon
Cade Lee guides his horse through an event at a recent Junior Rodeo Association play day in Fort Sumner. Cade took 
third place among 10- to 12-year-old boys.

Photo by Maddie Kenyon
Haize Price grabs the flag at a recent Junior Rodeo Associ-
ation play day in Fort Sumner. Haize took first place among 
10- to 12-year-old boys.
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