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NHS creates clothing closet
By Willow Scholtz
Staff Writer

The House High School Na-
tional Honor Society chapter is 
helping the community with a 
clothing closet.

“It’s like Goodwill, kind of,” 
NHS member Tyler Poling 
said. “It’s for those that need 

clothing and stuff. … If you 
need clothing, you can come in 
and get what you want.”

Poling said the clothing clos-
et is currently being set up in 
the boys’ visitor locker room.

“We’re gonna have to figure 
out a date people can come in 
… but as of right now, we’re 
getting clothes folded out, 

washed, and seeing what all we 
have and everything,” he said.

NHS sponsor Priscilla Ha-
zen said the clothing closet will 
be open two days a week after 
school.

Hazen said people can do-
nate to the clothing drive at any 
time.

“It’s forever. It’s just like any 

charity. You can donate at any 
time,” Hazen said.

She said she and the current 
NHS members, Poling and 
Hannah Lavender, are collect-
ing clothes.

“You just bring them to the 
school. … You can give them 
personally to me or to the two 
NHS kids,” Hazen said.

Festival fun

House Muncipal Schools 
held its annual Fall Festi-
val on Oct. 22. The event 
raised $4,288 for the dis-
trict, according to business 
manager Derrick Terrell.
TOP: Stoney Price, left, 
and Cade Lee participate 
in the goat roping contest. 
(Photo by Hannah Laven-
der) LEFT: Tyler Poling hits 
teacher Ben Wight in the 
face with a pie during the 
festival. (Photo by Willow 
Scholtz)

Freshman writes script for Christmas play
By Gavin Tompkins
Staff Writer

Music teacher Lora Ar-
mendariz has begun having the 
House Elementary School stu-
dents practice for the annual 
Christmas play.

The Christmas play will be 
performed Dec. 7.

On Oct. 17, students began 
rehearsing the musical por-
tions of the play.

The script for the play is 
being written by freshman 
Maddie Kenyon, with the play 
itself being a version of “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas.”

“Maddie is actually writ-
ing our script. … It’s for The 

Grinch. She redid The Grinch. 
… We studied The Grinch 
last year in all of our English 
classes, so she has some back-
ground in it,” Armendariz said.

Kenyon said that for the 
script, while primarily based 
on the book, she added some 
details from other renditions 
to it.

“I based the play primarily 
off of the book, but then I add-
ed in a few scenes from both 
the live action and the animat-
ed movie to both bulk up the 
play, and make it more inter-
esting,” Kenyon said.

It took Kenyon a week to fin-
ish her outline and two weeks 
to finish the play, she said

House FFA 
competes in 
Creed, quiz 
contests
By Sam Swaim
Staff Writer

The House FFA chapter is 
getting ready for the quiz and 
Creed contests.

Maddie Kenyon will do the 
Creed contest, FFA sponsor Ja-
mie Widner said. 

Kenyon, Cade Lee and Chris 
Hernandez are going to do the 
quiz contest, Widner said.

Creed and quiz will be Nov. 
11 at Dora, he said.

“We’ve been studying and 
practicing every day,” Kenyon 
said.

Lee talked about how he is 
getting ready for the quiz con-
test.

“I am studying pretty much 
every single day, and then Mr. 
Widner will give me a quiz 
to see how much I know,” he 
said.

See FFA, page 4
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EDITORIAL
A letter from the superintendent

What a fun night we had at 
our annual Fall Festival! 

Great work by the junior 
class and their sponsor, Ben 
Wight. 

As promised, there was bin-
go, goat-roping, games and 
a live auction including shop 
projects made by the Ag Me-
chanics students. 

The costume parade was full 
of ghosts, goblins, princesses 
and cowboys. 

The night was very well at-
tended, and I appreciate your 
support of your school. 

It was one of the highest fund-
raising festivals in recent years. 

By the time you are reading 
this article, we will have imple-

mented an anonymous 
reporting system in our 
school. 

The purpose of these 
systems is to provide 
an anonymous way for 
students to report any 
dangerous situations or 
behavior they are aware 
of. 

Many schools have reported 
that this type of reporting sys-
tem has saved the lives of stu-
dents who had been planning to 
harm themselves. 

It is just one more layer of 
protection that I am proud to 
provide to the staff and students 
at this great little school. 

I am also planning to take 

the honor-roll students 
from the first nine 
weeks to lunch in the 
next few weeks to cel-
ebrate their academic 
success and achieve-
ment. 

It’s always great fun 
for me to share a meal 
with these kiddos.

Finally, the House School 
Board has recently passed a 
policy regarding drug testing 
our activity and athletic stu-
dents. 

Keep a lookout for notifica-
tion from the school regarding 
our updated Student Handbook 
and documents required from 
your family if your child in-

tends to participate in athletics 
or activities. As we wrap up the 
football and volleyball seasons, 
we are preparing for basketball 
and the upcoming track seasons 
as well. 

Get with Jarred Hestand if 
your student is interested in 
athletics. 

As we begin the month of 
November, we are already 
halfway through the second 
nine weeks. The semester will 
be over, and we will welcome 
2023 before you know it. 

I hope you get the chance 
to relax and find reasons to be 
thankful during the upcoming 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

Be well.

Bonnie 
Lightfoot

Animal abuse can lead 
to more serious crimes

Dear Editor,

Animal abuse is a big issue 
because people are killing and 
hurting animals, but I believe 
we can solve it if we try. 

According to Arizona State 
University, dogs and cats are 
the most frequent victims of 
neglect and physical cruelty. 

This is important because 
dogs and cats are common 
house pets, so they are gener-
ally the victims of this abuse.

The FBI’s National Inci-
dent-Based Reporting System 
(NIBRS) collected data from 
law enforcement agencies. 

The data collected included 
gross neglect, torture, orga-
nized abuse and sexual abuse. 
Based on their findings, they 
reported that cruelty to ani-

mals is a precursor to larger 
crime.

According to the FBI, for 
years the National Sheriff’s 
Association has cited studies 
linking animal abuse and oth-
er types of crimes. 

This proves that people 
who abuse animals are more 
likely to be violent to people 
as well. 

Serial killers such as Ted 
Bundy, Jeffrey Dahmer and 
the “Son of Sam” killer David 
Berkowitz were animal abus-
ers first.

Animal abuse is a big issue 
because people are killing and 
hurting animals, but I think 
we can improve the situation.

Valeria Caraveo
Fort Sumner 

Dear Editor,

I am writing today to talk 
about bullying. Bullying is an 
important concern because it 
can seriously hurt people, but I 
think we can make a difference 

if we work together. 
According to the VeryWell 

Family website, getting bullied 
can make you depressed. You 
could feel sad or mad when you 
are bullied. According to Very-
Well Family, bullying can lead 

to suicide. We need to prevent 
this because suicide is bad. 

According to the University 
of Buffalo Graduate School of 
Education, if you are bullied, 
you should reach out for help. 
Someone being bullied needs 

to reach out for support so they 
can be safe.

Bullying can hurt people, but 
we can make a difference.

Samuel Swaim 
House

Individuals can help 
fight climate change

Dear Editor,

Climate change is a big issue 
because it can affect food pro-
duction, sea levels and animal 
health, but I think we can solve 
it if we make an effort.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency reported an esti-
mate of more than about 1,300 
deaths in the U.S. per year due 
to extreme heat. 

This is important because 
if we don’t make an effort to 
stop climate change, it can keep 
harming people.

According to BBC News, sci-
entists believe that at least 550 
species could be lost this century 
if action is not taken. 

The deaths of these species 
will not only affect the species 
themselves but also other ani-

mals that rely on them. 
BBC News also reported that 

Australia’s Great Barrier Reef 
has already lost half of its cor-
al due to climate change since 
1995. Coral reefs can provide 
food and shelter for ocean life. 

To help fight climate change, 
people can rely less on fossil 
fuels.

They can do this by switching 
from a gas heating system to an 
electric pump, living car free, 
using an electric car or buying 
energy-efficient products.

Climate change is a major 
concern because it can cause 
harm to humans and wildlife, 
but I believe we can make a dif-
ference if we try.

Christopher Hernandez
Tucumcari

Bullying can cause serious long-term harm

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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By Hannah Lavender 
and Willow Scholtz
Staff Writers

Two House students are tak-
ing free college classes this 
school year.

TLC science teacher Clyde 
Moon, who is in charge of en-
rolling students into college 
classes, said the state of New 
Mexico is paying the tuition for 
the classes.

“The high school registers 
the student and pays for the 
books,” Moon wrote in an 
email to the Roundup. “The 
grade must go on the high-
school transcript.”

Junior Tyler Poling is taking 
two college classes this year.

“Second period is my U.S. 
history class. Fourth period is 
my communications class,” 
Poling said.

Junior Gavin Tompkins also 
is taking a college class this 
year.

“Mostly to get my different 
credits out of the way for col-
lege stuff,” Tompkins said.

There are advantages to 
taking college classes in high 
school, Moon wrote.

“Students can get an import-
ant head start on obtaining a 
college degree. Some students 
can even reduce a four-year 
bachelor’s degree to less than 
three years. This can save on 
expenses like housing and tui-
tion,” Moon wrote.

To be enrolled in a college 
class, students have to qualify. 

“The student must first qual-
ify with a placement test to be 
eligible for dual credit, which 
includes PSAT, Accuplacer 
or SAT. Next, the student and 
parent request dual credit while 
completing their Next Step 
Plan. The student must be in 
good standing with the school 
and get superintendent approv-
al,” Moon wrote.

It is important to be sure the 
student is ready for college-lev-
el work, Moon wrote.

Students 
get college 
credit for 
coursework

See COLLEGE, page 4

Systems Go class releases 
first-generation rockets
By Maddie Kenyon
Staff Writer

Members of the House High 
School rocketry class recent-
ly released their Generation 1 
rockets on the football field.

The Systems Go rocketry 
program involves a series of 
rocket launches leading up to 
the end goal of a Generation 
3 rocket that can travel a dis-
tance of a mile in the air, carry-
ing a pound of payload.

Science teacher Jarred He-
stand said he thinks the release 
of the rockets went well.

“It went great. They did very 
well with them, better than I 
expected,” Hestand said. 

Hestand said that the Gener-
ation 1 rocket is less complex 
than the Generation 2.

“The GEN 1, it’s just a con-
struction of just taking what 
they learned and just putting 
the rocket together,” Hestand 
said. “The GEN Twos are 
coming up here probably in 
the next couple weeks, and 
those are designed more to 

blueprints and the way that 
they’re supposed to fly.”

Christian Chavez, a junior, 
said he thinks the launch went 
well.

“It went pretty good. My 
rocket flew the highest, be-
cause I’m better, I guess,” 
Chavez said.

Chavez also said the GEN 2 
is more complicated.

“We are getting into some 
more complicated stuff with 
the GEN 2 and we’ve got to 
… make the blueprint online 
and then copy it in real life,” 
Chavez said.

Stoney Price, another par-
ticipant in the rocketry pro-
gram, said his rocket flew the 
straightest.

“It didn’t wiggle or anything 
when it went up,” Price said. 

Photo by Maddie Kenyon
Stoney Price watches as 
his GEN 1 rocket flies into 
the air.

House BPA member prepares 
to compete in regional contest
By Gavin Tompkins
Staff Writer

Business Professionals of 
America adviser Robin Alden 
and member Maddie Kenyon 
recently returned from the Fall 
Leadership Rally in Albuquer-
que.

At the rally, which lasted 
from Oct. 17 to 19, about 300 

students participated in learn-
ing about various leadership 
skills.

“There were about 300 kids, 
and they did four breakout 
sessions and [had] a keynote 
speaker,” Robin Alden said.

Kenyon commented on the 
experience.

“It was interesting,” Kenyon 
said. “It went over a bunch of 

different leadership topics, and 
I learned a lot from the work-
shops.”

House BPA is going to par-
ticipate in the upcoming re-
gionals, which will be Dec. 7 
at Eastern New Mexico Uni-
versity.

Kenyon is competing in the 
prepared speech and interview 
skills competitions.

Photo by Willow Scholtz
Elementary students chase a rocket after its launch.
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“(If a) student is not aca-
demically ready or mature 
enough to pass, this has a neg-
ative effect on obtaining and 
keeping scholarships, qualify-
ing for … federal (financial) 
aid, and lowering high school 

GPA,” he wrote.
Taking a college class also 

might create scheduling con-
flicts, Moon wrote.

This might keep a student 
from taking electives or par-
ticipating in athletics.

“It is extremely tough to 
play in co-op sports and com-
plete the extra homework and 
study requirements,” Moon 
wrote.

College
From Page 3

Lee said he is looking for-
ward to “the contest, and do-
ing good in it, and advancing 
to state, and doing good there, 
too.”

Hernandez said he is prepar-
ing for the contest.

“Getting ready for the quiz 
contest, I’m just looking at 
the questions and answering 

them,” he said.
Kenyon said she is looking 

forward to the contests.
“I’m looking forward to see-

ing some of my FFA friends, 
and I’m looking forward to 
competing,” she said.

The FFA recently sold meat 
and other frozen foods to raise 
money for activities.

“We sold $7,000 worth of 
product, and about $1,500 of 
that is gonna be profit for the 
FFA chapter here, so it went 
great,” Widner said.

FFA
From Page 1

Cheerleaders prep for contest
By Hannah Lavender
Editor

The Fort Sumner cheer team 
is preparing for competitions, 
including one that is coming up 
Nov. 19 at Rio Rancho.

Cheer coach Jacqueline Ter-
rell said she is anxious to see 
how the team does in competi-
tions.

“We have made good progress 
up until now, but competing is a 
different environment entirely,” 
Terrell wrote in an email to the 
Roundup.

Eighth-grader Valeria Cara-
veo said she is nervous about the 
competition.

“We are practicing a lot with 
how sharp we have to be and 
our coordination, practicing our 
dance and our stunts,” Caraveo 

said.
Freshman Maddie Kenyon 

said she is feeling good about 
the competition.

“I’m feeling pretty good 

about it, but we need to get bet-
ter at stunts before we compete,” 
Kenyon said.

Terrell praised Caraveo and 
Kenyon.

“Maddie and Valeria are 
strong members of the team and 
are getting stronger every day. 
Both Maddie and Valeria are 
such great athletes, but I espe-
cially love the good attitude and 
strong work ethic they bring to 
each practice and game,” Terrell 
wrote.

Terrell praises Caraveo for 
her success.

“Valeria hit a very big and 
important milestone today. 
She successfully stunted in her 
first ‘half’ today. This basical-
ly means she was in a stunting 
group as a flyer. and completed 
the stunt without any issues. She 
did a great job, and I am very 
proud of her,” Terrell said.

In cheerleading, a flyer is the 
person who is thrown in the air 
during a stunt.

Submitted photo
The Fort Sumner/House cheer team performs at a recent 
volleyball game.

Fort Sumner/House 
junior-high volleyball 
team finishes season
By Maddie Kenyon
Staff Writer

The Fort Sumner/House ju-
nior-high volleyball season has 
come to an end.

The team finished the season 
with a record of 4-10. 

House sixth-grader Elizabeth 
Downey played volleyball this 
year and said this season has 
been enjoyable.

“So far it’s been good. We 
are almost to the end of our sea-
son, but it’s been fun,” Downey 
said.

Downey also said she thinks 
the team has improved greatly 
throughout the season.

“We’ve gotten better at just 

communicating with each oth-
er … just making sure the ball 
gets back over,” Downey said. 

Wendy Williamson, ju-
nior-high volleyball coach, said 
the girls have met the goals she 
had for the season.

“Yes, having my girls learn 
the game and work to pass to 
the setter, set up the ball, and 
hit it over,” Williamson wrote 
in an email to the Roundup.

Williamson also wrote that 
she is proud of her team.

“I am proud of their work 
ethic and their willingness to 
learn the game correctly,” Wil-
liamson wrote. “I expect big 
things from these girls next 
year.”






