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Grand reopening

Photo by Christian Chavez
Seniors Gilbert Swaim, left, Ross Lee and Avery Cavett, Superintendent Bonnie Lightfoot, 
school board members Randy Lee, Lori Foust and Phil Runyan, and regional facilities 
manager Jim Hill of the New Mexico Public School Facilities Authority cut the ribbon to 
open the new entrance to House Municipal Schools. The entrance is part of a school secu-
rity improvement project. While the entrance was under construction, students had to enter 
the building through the gym.

FFA member wins district, 
qualifies for state contest

Culinary class begins preparations 
for annual Valentine’s fundraiser

By Gavin Tompkins
Staff Writer
 

Eighth-grader Maddie Ken-
yon placed first in the FFA dis-
trict Illustrative Talk competi-
tion with a presentation about 
shielded metal arc welding.

Kenyon and FFA chapter ad-
viser Justin Armstrong went to 
Texico for the Jan. 7 District IV 
Junior High Public Speaking 
Contest.

Kenyon’s first-place finish 
qualified her for the state com-
petition, which will be Jan. 28 
at the New Mexico Leadership 
Conference in Albuquerque, 
Armstrong said.

Kenyon described how she 
prepared for the competition.

“I created my Powerpoint 
and studied, and I edited every 
day,” she said.

In other news, House FFA 
chapter members:

• Have held several success-
ful fundraisers, including one 
with Southwest Quay Coun-
ty Soil and Water District that 
raised $800, one with DJ’s that 
raised $7,500, and one with 
Riverstar that raised $4,000, 
Armstrong said.

• Will participate in a steer 
jackpot Jan. 22 in Winston, 
New Mexico. Armstrong said 
Cade Lee and possibly Avery 
Cavett will participate.

By Hannah Lavender 
Staff Writer

The Culinary Arts class will 
start its yearly Valentine’s Day 
sale the week of Jan 24.

The class will have two weeks 
to sell and will be making suck-
ers for $1, giant cookies for $10 
and jumbo cupcakes and brown-
ies for $3.

There are five students in the 
culinary class.

Teacher Lucia Benoit said she 
will spend extra hours at home 
making the dough for the big 
cookies.

Junior Jadyn Ortiz said she 
expects the fundraiser to be suc-
cessful.

“I expect to raise a lot more 
money for culinary,” she said.

Seventh-grader Valeria Cara-
veo said she is looking forward 
to making and eating suckers.

“I am looking forward to 
making the suckers ’cause … 
they’re my favorite thing,” she 
said.

Caraveo said she expects it to 
be difficult making all the items.

“It’s a lot of hard work,” she 
said.
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High School

A letter from the superintendent
I hope you had a chance to 

spend some quality time with 
your friends and families over 
the Christmas break. 

We are already halfway 
through January and looking 
forward to a very busy spring 
semester.

No doubt, on the minds of 
each of us is COVID-19 and 
how it has affected our lives and 
loved ones.

I want to assure you that the 
school custodial staff has con-
tinued to clean and sanitize our 
school. 

We have had quarantine issues 
with staff as well as students; 
however, at this point, I am still 
aiming to keep our school open 
to in-person learning. 

We all know that kids need 
to be in school, and I appreciate 
the staff and students’ cooper-

ation with COVID-
safe practices that will 
hopefully maximize 
our ability to stay on 
campus. 

As the new guidance 
comes out from the 
New Mexico Public 
Education Department, 
we will implement the 
“Test to Stay” protocols, and 
our school nurse has been ac-
tively working with the New 
Mexico Department of Health 
regarding this issue. 

Please, make sure you contact 
me if your child or any member 
of your household tests positive 
for COVID so that we can work 
together.

We have lots to celebrate at 
House Schools, and it was my 
pleasure to share a pizza party 
with the honor-roll kids in De-

cember. 
We have finalized 

the report cards for the 
second quarter, and you 
can find your child’s re-
port card posted in Sky-
ward. 

We will celebrate the 
second quarter hon-
or-roll kids with some-

thing special soon.
Basketball season is in full 

swing, and the athletes have 
been very successful. 

Thanks to Fort Sumner 
Schools for scheduling a game 
to be hosted at House Schools. 

It was a very successful eve-
ning, and I know the House ath-
letes were proud to be playing in 
their home gyms. 

Our FFA chapter members 
have also been active at recent 
district events and qualified to 

compete at the state level.
Congratulations also to our 

BPA chapter for success in lead-
ership contests as well! 

Journalism is gearing up for 
state competition, and Culi-
nary Arts students have been 
cooking up a storm for staff ap-
preciation dinners, hospitality 
room at EPAC and concession 
stands. 

Elementary students have 
also been practicing for archery, 
which they enjoy so much. 

We are small, but mighty!
The security project is near-

ing conclusion, and I am look-
ing forward to hosting a com-
munitywide open house soon. 

At this point, the front doors 
are now fully accessible, and I 
appreciate your patience with 
the locked doors and entering 
the school from the gym.

Bonnie 
Lightfoot

Editorial

College recruiters visit campus
By Gavin Tompkins
Staff Writer

Mackenzie Lightfoot, a New 
Mexico State University recruit-
er, gave students a chance to 
practice their public speaking 
skills during a recent visit to 
House High School. 

On Jan 3, Lightfoot came by 
to try and convince high-school 
students to go to New Mexico 
State University for college. 

She met with students during 
fourth period to discuss the op-
portunities NMSU could pro-
vide.

During her time here, Light-
foot had students look into NM-
SU’s departments via a short 
activity in which she had stu-
dents advertise one of NMSU’s 
departments and come up with 
convincing reasons why they 
should attend classes within it.

 Over the course of the pre-
sentation, Lightfoot gave stu-
dents some advice. 

“I want you to remember me 
saying this: Wherever you de-
cide to go, get involved. Get 
involved in something, join a 

club, join an organization,” she 
said.

Student interest in the univer-
sity seemed to be positive. 

“I thought it was pretty good; 
she was making some good 
points, like why you should ap-

ply for these scholarships and 
such,” sophomore Stoney Price 
said.

Sophomore Tyler Poling also 
responded positively to the pre-
sentation. 

“It definitely seemed interest-

ing, but it’s not what I’m look-
ing for at this point,” he said.

The next day, Joe McKinney, 
a recruiter for WyoTech, visit-
ed to inform students about the 
benefits of his technical school 
in Wyoming.

Photo by Gavin Tompkins
Christopher Hernandez, right, passes a paper to Hannah Lavender as they give a presen-
tation during a visit from an NMSU recruiter Jan. 3.
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Class party

Photo by Sam Swaim 
Cypress Scholtz, left, James Shoemaker, Annabelle Wooldridge and John Henry North-
cutt eat cupcakes during a recent class party to celebrate Cypress’s birthday.

BPA member wins speech contest
By Hannah Lavender 
Staff Writer 

Sophomore Gavin Tompkins 
received a medal for first place 
in a recent BPA speech compe-
tition.

Tompkins said he prepared 
for the Dec. 6 contest by reading 
over his speech.

“It was a lot of reading the 
speech, going over any flaws or 
any mistakes I made, rereading 
it until I got to a point where I 

could read it and it was good,” 
he said.

BPA sponsor Robin Alden 
said since Tompkins got first, he 
will go to the State BPA Contest, 
set for Feb. 17 through 19 in Al-
buquerque.

Alden said Tompkins’ perfor-
mance was excellent.

“We are really excited,” Al-
den said. 

“He has a great voice and 
presence when he does his pre-
pared speech.” 

Sophomore
takes grand in 
2 categories at 
livestock show
By Christian Chavez
Staff Writer

House High school student 
Hannah Lavender won a na-
tional livestock show during 
Christmas break.

Lavender said she got grand 
in the junior heifer show and 
grand in the open show at the 
National Livestock Show in 
Phoenix, Arizona.

“I got a buckle, two banners 
and a pocket knife,’’ she said. 
“I also got grand in the junior 
heifer show and grand in the 
open show.” 

Lavender said she worked a 
lot with her heifer to practice 
for the show.

“To prepare for the show I 
did a lot of hard work with my 
heifer, practicing with it,” Lav-
ender said. “... I washed her 
and led her around a lot.”Teacher, students discuss how 

they spent recent winter break
By Christian Chavez
Staff Writer

With Christmas break end-
ing, school is open for a new 
semester.

English teacher Lora Ar-
mendariz said she cooked and 
spent time with her kids over 
the break.

“This Christmas break, I 
did a lot of cooking, hung out 
with my girls and played a lot 
of board games,” she said.

Armendariz said she is glad 
to be back in school because 
she can teach and spend time 
with her students again.

“I like that I get to teach 
again. I definitely missed my 

students because of the huge 
amount of time I was away,” 
Armendariz said.

Sophomore Stoney Price 
bought a truck during the 
break.

“The first week of Christ-
mas break, I worked and 
branded. The week after, I 
bought my very first pickup,” 
Price said.

Price said he misses be-
ing schoolwork-free over the 
break.

“I don’t like having to do 
homework again and wear a 
mask all day,” he said.

Senior Ross Lee said he 
worked most of the break and 
visited Taos.

Lee said he likes being back 
in school so he can spend time 
with his friends.

“It’s good to be back be-
cause I get to see all my 
friends again,” he said.

“I like that I get 
to teach again. I 
definitely missed 

my students because 
of  the huge amount 
of  time I was away.”

Lora Armendariz
English teacher
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Sports

Co-op basketball teams doing well this season
By Gilbert Swaim
Editor

House hosted four ju-
nior-high basketball games re-
cently.

The boys’ and girls’ House-
Fort Sumner co-op teams 

played two games each Jan. 10, 
winning all their games.

The House-Fort Sumner co-
op boys varsity team was 6-2 at 
press time.

House athletes have been 
practicing for upcoming games 
and tournaments.

“Practice has been good. … 
We’ve been working on more 
skills and less running,” senior 
Ross Lee said.

One athlete has been out for a 
while and is getting back into it.

“Practice has been rough 
since I’m still getting over 

COVID, but it’s been good,” 
eighth-grader Cade Lee said.

House also has one new stu-
dent athlete.

“I wasn’t eligible for sports, 
but now I’m enrolled in House, 
I am eligible,” senior Avery 
Cavett said.

House 
hoops 

it up

House Junior High recently hosted boys’ and girls’ 
basketball games for the House-Fort Sumner 
co-op teams. The teams played two games each. 
Both House-Fort Sumner teams won both their 
games. Top left: Maddie Kenyon, right, watches 
to see whether her shot will go in. Top right: Cade 
Lee watches a shot sink. Left: Cade Lee, back-
ground, follows the ball down the court.

Photos by Hannah Lavender


