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House Municipal Schools Reentry Plan 
2020-2021 School Year  

COVID-19-Related Guidance for Students and Parents 
 

This version has been amended to include remote start guidelines for 
the grades exempted from hybrid face-to-face start due to  

Governor’s Executive Order. 

  

We are excited to welcome 100% of our students and staff back to school face-to-face for the 
2020-2021 school year and we are looking forward to when a full reentry is possible for all 
grades!  Keeping our students and staff safe is our number one priority. Therefore, we created 
the following protocols and expectations to meet the State requirements for school reentry, as 
well as adhere to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines and the New 
Mexico Department of Health guidelines.  This document is the best plan that is possible to 
operate from as the situation stands currently.  This is an ever-changing situation and House 
Schools will make necessary adjustments or improvements to our plan as the guidelines, 
mandates, or status evolves from the NMPED, DOH, CDC or Governor’s Office. 

August 17, 2020 is the first day of school for all students whether you are in a face-to-face or 
remote learning environment.  The specific details by grade level include: 

Pre-school students will return to campus on Thursday, September 10, 2020. 

Kindergarten – 3rd grade is approved to return for face-to-face instruction beginning August 
17, 2020 if the family chooses. If families prefer, a remote learning model via IXL or iStation will 
be provided. 

Students with disabilities, who have an IEP in place, can come back to school for face-to-face 
instruction regardless of their grade.  Any special education student in kindergarten – 12th 
grade can return to campus on August 17, 2020.  The Director of Special Education will be in 
contact with you to determine the needs of your student and how we can be of service.  If 
families prefer, a remote learning model will be provided. 

4th grade – 6th grade will begin the school year in a remote learning environment and unless 
the situation changes, those students will be back on campus for face-to-face instruction 
beginning September 8, 2020.   If families prefer, a remote learning model will be provided. 
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7th – 8th grade students will begin the school year in a remote learning environment and they 
will be back on campus for face-to-face instruction following the full reentry of elementary 
student’s on September 8, 2020.  The exact date for 7th and 8th grade return has not yet been 
determined by the Governor and NMPED.  Families should anticipate a return date for face-to-
face instruction to be later in the month of September.   

9th – 12th grade students will begin the school year in a remote learning environment and they 
will be back on campus for face-to-face instruction following the full reentry of 7th and 8th grade 
students.  The exact date for 9th – 12th grade return has not yet been determined by the 
Governor and NMPED.  Families should anticipate a return date for face-to-face instruction to 
be later in the month of September or perhaps October.  The high school students are the final 
group of students allowed to return in this multi-phased approach to face-to-face instruction. 

Social Distancing  

Due to our small class sizes, we have the capacity to have all students on campus while still 
adhering to the State’s strict social distancing guidelines of 50% classroom capacity. However, 
this will require the cooperation of our student body. All students must strive to adhere to 
the six foot social distancing requirement.  Students will sit in individual desks rather than 
tables whenever possible.   

Face Coverings  

Currently, the New Mexico Public Education Department (PED) is requiring face coverings for all 
students and staff except while eating, drinking, and exercising with limited exceptions for 
students with medical reasons for not wearing a mask.  When students are outside at recess, 
they are exercising. Therefore, masks will not be required at recess. Teachers will 
provide plenty of opportunities for our students to take a break from wearing masks while still 
adhering to the State guidance including social distancing.  

Any student who has a medical reason for not wearing a mask will be required to provide 
written documentation from a licensed physician that meets the standards set forth by the New 
Mexico Public Education Department.  

The District will be purchasing two washable, reusable cloth school neck gaiters per student. 
These face coverings will be collected daily and returned to the student the following day.  If 
students prefer to bring a mask from home, that will be allowed.  All students will pick up their 
neck gaiter at the office as they enter the school.  Due to shipping delays, students should plan 
to provide their own face covering for the start of school. 

We encourage our students to exercise their First Amendment rights and decorate their face 
coverings. However, any violent, derogatory, and/or threatening language or images on face 
coverings will not be tolerated. Our first priority is to keep our students and staff safe, and 
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while we encourage students to make a fashion statement with their masks, we do not want 
this to disrupt the educational experience.  

Please note: According to the Public Education Department Reentry Guidance dated June 20, 
2020, “The requirement to wear a mask or face shield except while eating, drinking, and 
exercising could change as additional data emerge or as the threat of the virus recedes.” 
Therefore, House Municipal Schools will update face covering expectations as we receive 
further guidance from the PED.  

Transportation  

School bus transportation to and from school will be provided. Parents must wait at the bus 
stop until the child has cleared the screening.  All students will be screened before getting on 
the bus. This screening will include temperature checks using a no touch thermometer.   

Per New Mexico Public Education Department guidelines, bus seats will be limited to one 
student. However, bus drivers can assign two students in a seat when necessary, 
preferably seating siblings or students who live in the same house in the same seat.  Students 
will enter the bus as follows:  

1. Each student will enter the bus one at a time.  
2. The student will be provided hand sanitizer when boarding the bus.  
3. The student will then move to the next available seat filling the seats in the back of 

the bus first (Please note: younger students and students with unique circumstances 
may be assigned seats at the front of the bus)    

4. After the student is seated, the bus driver will direct the next student to board the 
bus.   

Students will be required to wear a mask or face shield on the bus and strive to adhere to the 
State’s strict social distancing guidelines even at bus stops.  The masks worn while riding the 
bus must be provided by the student.  Bus drivers will not permit students to exit the bus and 
enter the school prior to 7:45 am.  Each bus interior will be “fogged” with disinfectant daily 
following the morning drop-off.  This extra measure of sanitization will help mitigate spread of 
any illness. 

Entering and Exiting the School Building  

Students will not be granted access to the school building prior to 7:45 am each day.  Students 
who walk, drive, or are brought by parents must strictly adhere to this time line.  Any student 
who has not been screened at the bus stop will be screened in the office upon their arrival at 
school.  This screening will include a temperature with a non-touch thermometer and any 
student with a temperature 100.4◦ or above, will be isolated and sent home as soon as possible.  
All students will pick up their neck gaiter at the office as they enter the school during the 
screening process.   
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All teachers and staff will be required to park in the front parking lot and enter the building 
from the main entrance.  Staff will also be screened upon entry into the building.   

Procedures if Staff or Students Show Signs of COVID-19 Symptoms at School   

All students will be screened for COVID-19 symptoms to the greatest extent feasible. We ask 
that families assist us with this by being on alert for signs of illness in your children and please 
keep your children home when they are sick.   If your child is identified as a high risk based 
upon CDC guidelines, please let the school know. 

We will follow the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines if a student or 
staff member gets sick at school or arrives at school sick. Students and staff members will be 
sent home as soon as possible. They will be kept separate from well students and staff until 
they can be safely sent home.   

If a student or staff member contracts COVID-19 or they have symptoms and believe they have 
COVID-19, we will follow CDC guidelines. In order to keep all students and staff safe, we will 
require that students and staff who have a positive COVID-19 test or have symptoms and 
suspect they have COVID-19 to not return to school until the following CDC guidelines occur:  

 3 days with no fever and  
 Respiratory symptoms have improved (e.g. cough, shortness of breath) and  
 10 days since symptoms first appeared  

Depending on your healthcare provider’s advice and availability of testing, you might get tested 
to see if you still have COVID-19. If you will be tested, you can be around others when you have 
no fever, respiratory symptoms have improved, and you receive two negative test results in a 
row, at least 24 hours apart.  

If a student or staff member has close contact with someone with COVID-19, we will require 
that you follow CDC guidelines and stay home for 14 days after exposure.  

We will be offering a robust remote learning option that students will be able to access when at 
home.  

The school and buses will be disinfected daily. However, additional cleaning/disinfecting will be 
done as needed. If a student or staff member gets sick at any time throughout the day with any 
contractible illness, we will follow CDC guidelines and close off the areas used by a sick person 
and not use those areas until after cleaning and disinfecting.  

Please note: This is all subject to change if and when we received guidance from the NM 
Department of Health. 
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Temporary School Closure 

If the school is closed due to a positive COVID-19 test, the campus will be closed and disinfected 
prior to reopening.  Following Department of Health guidelines, notification to staff, students, 
or families will be made keeping confidentiality of the infected person protected. 

Hall Procedures  

In the halls, we will limit mixing between groups to the greatest extent practicable.  During 
transitions between classes, students should practice the six feet social distancing 
requirement.  Hand sanitizer should be provided to students as they transition into a new 
classroom.  House Schools will identify end-of-day proctors to dismiss each classroom 
separately to maximize social distancing. 

Water Bottles  

Students are encouraged to bring their own water bottle. Water fountains will not be used for 
the time being.  

Meals 

Meals will be “grab-n-go” style and the salad bar will not be offered at this time.  Elementary 
students will eat breakfast and lunch in the multi-purpose room each day.  Secondary students 
will eat breakfast and lunch in the cafeteria.  Use of disposable plates and eating utensils will be 
considered. Social distancing measures will be taken to the greatest extent possible and 
students lining up to receive meals will be discouraged.  Students disposing of trays and utensils 
following meals will be done at the direction of the duty person. 

Sanitization and Practicing Prevention 

The school will be cleaned and disinfected in accordance with CDC guidance and frequently 
touched surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected at least daily.  Hand sanitizer will be readily 
available throughout locations in the school and staff and students will be encouraged to use it 
liberally.  Furthermore, House Schools will consider an investment in dry hydrogen peroxide 
systems which will continuously scrub air and surface areas for microbial threats.  In addition, 
fogging devices will be used daily to sanitize buses.  Hand washing breaks may be scheduled 
throughout the day.  Soft-sided, fabric, or plush furniture and toys will be removed from each 
classroom.  Excessive furniture will be removed from classrooms to maximize cleaning and 
sanitization efforts. Signage regarding proper hygiene information and possible symptoms may 
be displayed.  
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Parking Lots, Common Areas, and Restrooms 

The New Mexico Public Education Department (PED) discourages the congregation of students 
in parking lots and common areas. Therefore, we will ask students to limit their time in those 
areas when on campus.  Our daily morning meeting in the library will be canceled until this 
restriction is lifted. 

Elementary teachers may provide frequent restroom breaks throughout the day.  Secondary 
students should use the restrooms between classes.  The number of students in the restroom 
should be limited to two students at one time and that they are adhering to the six foot social 
distancing requirements.  All students and staff will wash their hands with soap and water for 
20 seconds before leaving the restroom. 

Recess Procedures 

Elementary teachers will develop a recess schedule so that recess can be staggered between 
grades.  This staggered schedule may allow multiple recess periods to limit mixing of groups of 
students.  Frequency and duration of recess breaks may be different than in previous years.  
Teachers on duty during recess may also have pre-planned and organized games to promote 
social distancing.  Careful coordination between elementary teachers and 
maintenance/custodial staff will be vital to ensure daily sanitization of equipment between 
recess periods.  Hand sanitizer should be used by staff and students before and after recess 
periods. 

Protocols for Visitors  

All visitors will be required to wear a mask or face shield and adhere to the State’s strict six 
foot social distance requirements.   

Non-essential visitors will be limited. Please, limit deliveries to students, including lunches. If 
your child plans on eating a sack lunch instead of the school cafeteria lunch, we ask that you 
please plan ahead and have the student bring the lunch with him or her in the morning.  
Checking your student’s belongings before they come to school will help to                                                                                            
confirm they have the necessary homework, supplies, etc.  

Athletics and Extra-curricular Activities   

In cooperation with Fort Sumner Schools, we will follow New Mexico Activities 
Association guidelines as they are updated and released. 

Technology to Support Student Learning  

During the school closure during the Spring of 2020, a survey was conducted regarding family 
access to reliable technology devices and internet.  House Schools has purchased Chromebooks 
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that are available for checkout on a limited basis.  A grant has been submitted in hopes to make 
additional Chromebook purchases as necessary.  House School’s has been approved as a G-
suite School. Teachers and staff will be trained in the features provided by Google to support 
instruction and student learning. 

Instructional Learning Options 

We highly encourage our students and families to come back to school in order to provide the 

crucial face-to-face learning interactions between teachers and students.  If parents prefer to 

have remote learning for their child, House Schools will provide a rigorous online learning 

program.  Elementary students will access Math, English, Social Studies, and Science via IXL and 

iStation.  Secondary students will use Edgenuity and/or iCEV as necessary.   Daily attendance 

will be required for the remote learning option in the same way attendance is required for in-

person learning.  Compliance with the Attendance for Success Act is required of House School’s 

students. The current grading system will be applied and we request if the student and family 

choose remote learning, one semester of remote learning is completed prior to returning to on-

campus instruction. 

Special Education 

All accommodations and services outlined in Individual Education Plans (IEP) will be met.  Some 

of these services may be provided through video conferencing to promote social distancing.  All 

deadlines will be met when updating IEP’s utilizing video conferencing tools, and all evaluations 

will be done within the framework of the guidance from the New Mexico Public Education 

Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORKING DRAFT 8/2/2020 
 

8 | P a g e  
 

Parent/Guardian Agreement 

To protect our children and staff, I agree to keep my child at home if he/she has: 

 Fever (a temperature of 100.4 or more) 

 Cough 

 Sore throat 

 Chills  

 Muscle pain 

 Headache 

 New loss of taste or smell 
 

If my child has any of these signs of COVID-19, I will not send him/her back to school until: 

o My child tested negative for COVID and is otherwise well enough to go back to school 
OR 

o A healthcare provider has seen my child and documented a reason for the symptoms 

other than COVID OR 

o All are true: 1) at least 10 days since the start of symptoms AND 2) fever free off anti-

fever medicines for 3 days AND 3) symptoms are getting better. 

 

If my child is diagnosed with COVID-19, I will not send him/her back to school until the following: 

o It has been at least 10 days since my child first had symptoms AND  

o My child has had no fever off anti-fever medicines (ex: Tylenol, Ibuprofen) for 3 days  

o My child’s symptoms are getting better AND 

 My child has been released to return to school by a medical practitioner. 

 

If someone in my household develops new cough, shortness of breath or two of the following: sore 

throat, chills, muscle pain, headache, new loss of taste or smell, I will get that person tested for COVID-

19. If that person tests positive, I will keep my child home for 14 days. 

If someone in my household is diagnosed with COVID-19 or my child is exposed to COVID-19, I will keep 

him/her home for 14 days.  A negative covid-19 test is required for reentry to school.  The school district 

will provide on-line learning during this time or paper packets if there is no internet access. 

 

Child’s name:  

 

Parent/guardian name: 

 

Parent/guardian signature: 


