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Students, staff  happy 
to be back on campus
By Gilbert Swaim
Staff Writer

People are happy to be back 
to in-person learning after be-
ing remote for most of the 
first semester and the first two 
weeks of the second semester. 

Being back in person has 
been helping teachers with 
communication.

“It makes communications 
much easier,” English teacher 
Clyde Davis said.

Students also get the help 
they need.

“I actually get to talk to 
teachers and understand what 
they want me to do,” eighth-
grader Gunner Anderson said.

Even being in person, teach-
ers and students are still pre-
pared for the chance to continue 
remote learning in case infec-
tion rates of the COVID-19 vi-
rus spike.

“I think we all have a back-
pocket plan, knowing that that 
could still happen,” Davis said.

Anderson said he hoped that 
wouldn’t happen.

“I don’t want to go back on-

line, but I’m still ready to,” he 
said.

In-person learning was 
scheduled to continue in ev-
ery district in New Mexico 
beginning Feb. 8, according to 
a news release from the New 

Mexico Public Education De-
partment.

Elementary and secondary 
schools statewide were autho-
rized to return to classes under 

Photo by Evelyn Garrett
First-grader Logan Boyd works on an assignment during the first day of in-person classes 
this semester.

By Evelyn Garrett 
Editor 

Teachers are finding ways 
to help students who are falling 
behind due to remote learning. 

Due to COVID-19, House 
Schools had to switch to remote 
learning for several weeks.  

“As teachers address learn-
ing loss in their students, they 
are making adjustments to the 
instruction they provide,” Su-
perintendent Bonnie Lightfoot 
wrote in an email to the Round-
up. 

Lightfoot said she has confi-

dence in the teachers.
“I have every confidence in 

my teachers’ ability to iden-
tify student needs and to re-
spond appropriately,” Lightfoot 
wrote. “House teachers know 
their students well, and they 
care about the students’ growth 
and academic proficiency.” 

Kindergarten teacher Paula 
Lockmiller explained how she 
has been keeping the little ones 
on track.

“The students worked hard, 
and the first assessment showed 

Teachers work to close 
remote-learning gaps
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that they maintained, and 
so we are moving forward,” 
she wrote in an email to the 
Roundup. 

Science teacher Jarred Hes-
tand said it has been easier to 
keep his students on task now 
that they have been in-person.

“Some of the students have 
adjusted well. The others have 
mainly forgotten how to stay 
on task,” he said in an email to 
the Roundup. 

Math teacher Crystal Boyd 
said she believes that remote 
learning will have a negative 
impact on students’ ability to 
problem-solve. 

“We have lost some of our 
hands-on approaches to learn-
ing and understanding con-
cepts,” Boyd wrote in an email 
to the Roundup. “We will just 
have to work harder to regain 
the loss, and be patient and 
diligent as we all work to over-
come the deficit.”

The students expressed 
how they have been doing 
with remote learning. 

“Learning on  the com-
puter is not that bad. … When 

I do some of the activities 
on the computer, it is pretty 
fun,” third-grader Adela Arm-
endariz said. 

Ninth-grader Tyler Poling 
said he still puts in the same 
amount of effort in his work.

“It hasn’t unmotivated me 
or anything … just don’t like 
it as much,” he said. 

Eighth-grader Gunner An-
derson said so far, everything 
is good. 

“I’ve been doing well, but I 
could have been doing better,” 
he wrote. 

All students said they pre-
fer in-person learning to re-
mote learning. 

“It’s fun to see my teach-
ers,” Anderson said.
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“It hasn’t  
unmotivated me 
or anything ... just 
don’t like it as 
much.”

Tyler Poling
Ninth-grader, 
on remote learning

Editorial
A letter from the superintendent

As we eagerly look forward 
to warmer spring temperatures, 
we can also look forward to 
increased student face-to-face 
instruction at New Mexico 
schools based upon the recent 
announcements by the gover-
nor and New Mexico Public 
Education Department. 

At the time of this writing, 
there are no specific changes 
to our hybrid model at House 
Schools; however, I am con-
tinuing to pursue options which 
will allow greater student face-
to-face participation on our 

campus as well. 
As the situation 

changes, I will of 
course keep you post-
ed.

We are also looking 
forward to participat-
ing in athletic and ac-
tivities beginning at the 
end of February based 
upon the New Mexico Activi-
ties Association calendar which 
was adopted by the Board of 
Directors. 

We will be in contact with 
Fort Sumner Schools to see 

how we can support 
our student athletes in 
our athletic co-op.

As you may know, 
Quay County continues 
to be in the “red” zone, 
and that requires we in-
crease our staff partici-
pation in surveillance 
testing. 

The staff at House Schools 
continues to stand ready to sup-
port the health of our school 
and community. 

Thank you for your coopera-
tion in keeping your child home 

if they are not feeling well.
Chromebooks are still avail-

able, and I intend to distribute 
one device for each student as 
we anticipate the possibility of 
full re-entry for House students. 

In the meantime, please con-
tact the office so that we can 
support your child with internet 
safeguards that are installed on 
these devices, much like the 
firewall protection our campus 
devices possess.

If we can be of any assis-
tance, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us!

Bonnie 
Lightfoot

a hybrid model, with up to 50 
percent of students allowed on 
campus at a time to maintain 
social distancing and avoid vi-
rus transmission.

Districts with 100 students or 

less, including House, already 
were permitted to bring back 
students.

Even if schools move to a hy-
brid model, families may choose 
for their children to remain in 
the remote-learning model.

All counties and districts 
were to be held to high safety 
standards. 

Back
From Page 1

Photo by Evelyn Garrett
Sixth-grader Kynlee Cramblet works on an art project dur-
ing a recent class. 

Correction
Because of incorrect information provided to the 
Roundup, a story in the January issue titled “Art 
classes move into old locker room” excluded some 
individuals who helped move the art room. Sixth-
grader Jalee Snipes and fifth-grader Kynlee Cramblet 
also assisted with the move. The Roundup regrets 
the error.
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Culinary class planning fundraiser
By Christian Chavez
Staff Writer 

The House Schools culi-
nary class is making Valentine 
sweets to sell for a fundraiser.

They took orders last month 
and will deliver the food Feb. 
11, teacher Lucia Benoit said 
in an email to the Roundup.

“We are selling our tra-
ditional homemade suckers 
-- some laced with watermel-
on salt -- jumbo cupcakes in 
strawberry, vanilla or choco-
late flavor, and brownies,” she 
wrote.

Last year, there were more 
students in culinary class than 
there are this year, Benoit 
wrote.

“Before Christmas, I had 
five students,” she wrote. “I 
[lost] three after Christmas 
due to scheduling issues and 
preferences. That has left me 
with two high-school students. 
We were recently blessed with 

two sixth-graders who will 
join us twice a week. We are 
very excited to add them to our 
group!”

Ever since school opened 
back up, there have been some 
new rules that the students 

have to follow because of CO-
VID-19.

“The main thing is wearing 
our masks and gloves,” high-
school student Evelyn Garrett 
said.

Sixth-grader Jalee Snipes 

agrees with the new rules.
“I think they’re good be-

cause we have to take extra 
precautions when we’re cook-
ing because it’s a lot easier to 
get bad stuff in the food,” she 
said.

District

Photo by Sam Swaim
Lucia Benoit, left, helps Evelyn Garrett and Gavin Tompkins make cupcakes during class. 

By Evelyn Garrett 
Editor 

Junior-high and high-
school science students re-
cently launched rockets as a 
class project. 

Science teacher Jarred Hes-
tand said they have been do-
ing a lesson on force in motion 
and acceleration. 

“I used some of the math 
and science to incorporate that 
lesson,” he said. 

Hestand said it took two 
class periods for the students 
to build their rockets.

“The school got a grant for 
science, and I used some of 
that money from that grant to 
buy some of the rockets,” he 
said. 

Hestand said the students 
grasp what they are learning if 
they are able to do it. 

“A lot of the kids learn bet-
ter by doing things than they 
do just listening to you teach 
and reading,” he said.

Ninth-grader Tyler Poling 
said the rockets helped him 

learn why the rockets are built 
a certain way. 

“It taught me [what] arch-
ing is … (and) the peak of an 
altitude,” he said. 

Poling said his favorite part 
of his lesson was launching 
the rockets. 

“Sometimes they didn’t 
work,” he said. “Eventually, 

we got everybody’s to work.”
Ninth-grader Gavin Tomp-

kins said another way they 
learned aerodynamics was by 
making paper airplanes. 

“When we were designing 
them we were seeing … how 
we can fold the paper in such 
a way that it flies farther,” he 
said.

Science students launch rockets  
to learn about force and motion

Photo by Evelyn Garrett
Freshman Hannah Lavender sets up her rocket during a 
recent science lesson.

FCS returns 
to in-person 
meetings
By Christian Chavez
Staff Writer

Fellowship of Christian Stu-
dents members said they are 
glad to be going back to meet-
ings in person again.

Last year when the school 
closed, FCS did its meetings on 
Zoom for a short period of time.

“I liked being back in person 
more because it’s just better for 
me. I don’t like doing it online 
over Zoom; I like actually being 
in person, seeing stuff happen-
ing,” ninth-grader Tyler Poling 
said.

Seventh-grader Cade Lee 
agreed.

“It’s just better for me. I 
think I’m learning more. Online, 
I wasn’t learning much, and it 
was boring,” Lee said.

FCS sponsor Clyde Moon 
said he feels cautious about the 
meetings but wants to proceed. 

“I feel bad about not meet-
ing when school was in person 
in October and November,” he 
said.
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Sports to resume this month
By Gilbert Swaim
Staff Writer 

Some high-school sports 
will resume Feb. 22 for the first 
time since March. 

Football, volleyball, and 
cross country will start practice 
Feb. 22, while soccer will be 
starting its practice March 1.

The New Mexico Activities 

Association board of directors 
decided in late January to adopt 
a modified sports calendar so 
that superintendents could seek 
further clarifications from the 
New Mexico Public Education 
Department regarding the ex-
pansion of in-person learning, 
according to a news release 
posted on the NMAA website.

The board held an emer-

gency meeting on the morning 
of Jan. 27 to discuss PED’s an-
nouncement that interscholas-
tic sports and activities could 
resume Feb. 22, the release 
stated.

The board had a meeting 
Feb. 1 and has decided to start 
back some sports.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grish-
am has to give NMAA permis-

sion to start.
Sports still are being put off 

due to the COVID-19 infection 
rates in New Mexico.

If one season of sports gets 
canceled, such as fall sports, 
that doesn’t mean that other 
season sports, such as winter 
sports, would get canceled, said 
Sally Marquez, NMAA execu-
tive director.

Archers prepare to 
compete in virtual 
state tournament
By Sam Swaim
Staff Writer

The archery team will 
participate in a virtual state 
tournament in April at House 
Schools.

“Usually in the spring, we go 
to Albuquerque, and we have 
a tournament where we shoot 
against other schools. That’s 
our state tournament,” archery 
coach Clyde Davis said. 

The team can’t do the tour-
nament that way this year be-
cause of COVID-19.

“This year, we have to do it 
virtually. That means that in-
stead of everybody going to Al-
buquerque, we will be shooting 
here,” Davis said. “… We have 
the whole month of April to do 
our tournament, and then we re-

cord the scores. We can film it, 
but we have to have some other 
adults around to make sure 
nobody cheats. … Every team 
will shoot at their own range 
and then submit their scores.”

They will shoot for archery 
with the same rules and against 
the same teams they normally 
have at the state tournament, 
Davis said.

“It’s the same teams, but ev-
eryone will shoot at their own 
school,” he said.

Davis said he will have 
about 15 kids shooting.

He said he doesn’t know 
who will play yet.

“I’ve just started working 
with the elementary kids,” Da-
vis said.

They are going to be shoot-
ing in the small gym, he said.  

Photo by Evelyn Garrett
Third-grader Adela Armendariz puts away arrows during a 
recent archery practice. 
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