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 I want to check in with you via Zoom on Monday.  I am working on a 

timeline to use on the division pages, so those are not set in stone by any 

means. I’ve included an article from Treering on portrait ideas, as well as a 

how-to article for shooting headshots. We will be referring to them in the 

next few weeks. 

Week Six 

Nov. 9 -12 

Topic / Activities Homework Date 
Due 

Monday, Nov. 
16 

Layouts Zoom meeting. Choose your time. We can meet 
individually or as a group. Times 9:45 to 11 or 3:30. 

You should have something done on your layout to 
discuss. 

Mon., 
Nov. 16 

Tuesday, Nov. 
17 

Layouts  Read the article about portrait ideas from Treering 

and the article about taking head shots with your 

phone. We are going to try this; we may have to 

work with Mr. Terry to get student cooperation, but 

we’re going to try! Be thinking about how we can 

communicate what we want to students. 

Thurs., 
Nov. 19 

Wednesday, 
Nov. 18 

Layouts Continue working on layouts. Thurs., 
Nov. 19 

Thursday, Nov. 
19 

Zoom Continue working on layouts. Thurs., 
Nov. 19 



 

https://blog.treering.com/yearbook-portrait-ideas-2021-during-covid-19-

pandemic/ 

 

Yearbook Portrait Ideas for 2021 During the 

Covid-19 Pandemic: When hiring a 

photographer is not possible.  

 

Our students are losing so much this year, it’s hard to take away their professional yearbook 

portraits too. I don’t know about you, but my family and I laugh for hours at the expense of my 

crazy styles from the ’80’s. Given the pandemic and distance learning, it might not be possible 

for your students to get their beautiful yearbook portraits. With a little help from some of our 

creative yearbook advisors here at TreeRing, we’ve gathered a list of yearbook portrait ideas for 

2021, when hiring a photographer might not be possible. 

https://blog.treering.com/yearbook-portrait-ideas-2021-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://blog.treering.com/yearbook-portrait-ideas-2021-during-covid-19-pandemic/
http://www.treering.com/


The process may change a little, but as a yearbook editor, you can have more fun with portraits 

than you have in the past. Nothing can replace a professional photographer, but if you need to, 

consider flexing some of your creativity to get the job done. Simply decide on your next best 

option, clearly explain it to your school community, and upload them to your yearbook.  

Yearbook Portrait Ideas for 2021 

Depending on your school’s limitations, we’ve come up with three different ways to get 

yearbook portraits for all your students.  

 

1. Create a Zoom background. Zoom offers many backgrounds to choose from, but you 

can also create your own. Consider this an opportunity to incorporate your theme into the 

background or your school colors. Whatever will work best for your yearbook style.  

2. Ask parents to send in photos using a white sheet as the background. White sheets 

are easy to find at the dollar store if families don’t already have some, and this will help 

you create a clean and consistent look.  

3. Ask people to take portraits at your school. You’d be surprised how great a students 

portrait can look in front of a brick wall, wooden fence, or even some shrubs or a garden. 

Simply tape an “X” on the spot where the student should stand, and an “X” on the spot 

where the photographer should stand.  

 

 

https://zoom.us/docs/en-us/virtual-backgrounds.html
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/204674889-Zoom-Rooms-Customized-Background#:~:text=In%20the%20Room%20Settings%20tab,your%20image%20follows%20our%20guidelines.


Communicate Your Portrait Plan to Your School 

Make no mistake–though these ideas sound fun–it will be more challenging to get photos of each 

student than it was when you simply needed to upload one CD from your photographer and all 

the photos and names laid out automatically. I don’t know about you, but I am definitely not a 

talented photographer, and chasing down hundreds of parents is not my idea of a good time.  

To set yourself up for success, once you’ve decided what you’d like your student’s yearbook 

portraits to look like, make sure you communicate it clearly to your community. Before you 

share your plans on social media and via email, draft some clear and concise tips.  

1. Make sure the photo is only of head and shoulders. (include an example) 

2. Don’t use any filters.  

3. Have the student sit or stand slightly to the right or left and turn their face toward the 

camera.  

4. If taking photos outside, it’s best when the sun is directly above, but never in front of the 

students face. Consider recommending the best time of day.  

5. Share some of these great links to turn your community into better photographers: 

1. Taking Your Own Headshot With An iPhone 

2. How to Take a Decent Head Shot Using Your Phone 

Once you’ve outlined your tips, be sure to continually remind your community. Before you know 

it, you’ll have a bunch of portraits that will not only look great in your yearbook, but they will be 

treasured by your students for years to come. Now all you need to do is upload them to your 

yearbook. Find out from your yearbook provider how they plan on supporting this. It won’t look 

nearly is professional as with a pro photographer, but this year is all about making do the best we 

can with what we have available. 

If you’re looking for more ideas on how to cover the 20-21 school year, check out our ever-

growing list of ideas for yearbooking during a pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sitebuilderreport.com/blog/how-to-take-your-own-professional-headshot-with-an-iphone
https://kickpoint.ca/how-to-take-a-decent-head-shot-using-your-phone/
https://blog.treering.com/yearbook-ideas-pandemic-20-21/
https://blog.treering.com/yearbook-ideas-pandemic-20-21/


How to Take a Decent Head 
Shot Using Your Phone  

by Emma Butler  
https://kickpoint.ca/how-to-take-a-decent-head-shot-using-your-

phone/Butlehttps://kihttps://kir-phone/r  

In a perfect world, your brother/sister/mother/child would be a professional 
photographer who owed you a favor. You’d have them take beautiful head 
shots of you and your employees for FREE, which you’d then toss on your 
recently redesigned website for the world to see. 

Alas, we live in an imperfect world. 

But do not fret! This doesn’t mean you have to settle for crappy head shots 
on your website. Budget and time constraints often lead our smaller clients 
to taking a DIY approach to head shots for their websites, and you know 
what? That’s ok. While we encourage everyone to seek out a professional 
photographer to take brilliant portraits of their team, we understand that 
sometimes you just need to get images of your staff on your website as 
quickly as possible. And sometimes, the only decent camera you have 
kicking around is the one nestled inside your trusty iPhone (or Galaxy Note, 
if you swing that way). 

We’ve compiled a few handy tips on how to take a decent head shot with 
your phone — follow these and you will end up with images you’ll be proud 

to use to grow your business. 

 

https://kickpoint.ca/how-to-take-a-decent-head-shot-using-your-phone/
https://kickpoint.ca/how-to-take-a-decent-head-shot-using-your-phone/


Have someone else take your photo 

Although there are plenty of people on Instagram who have mastered the 
“art of the selfie”, we suggest having a friend or colleague take your 
headshot — the result is much more professional. (Plus, the front-facing 
camera on your phone takes lower resolution images.) 

Use a neutral background 

Choosing a neutral background — a plain or brick wall, a fence, even some 
simple greenery — will keep the focus on you. Watch out for objects in the 
background that might end up looking like they’re sticking out of your head. 

Use even lighting 

Probably the most important tip we can give you! If you’re outdoors, find a 
nice shaded spot to have your photo taken. Being photographed in direct 
sunlight creates bright highlights and heavy shadows on a person’s face, 
which isn’t very flattering. Overcast days are the best for shooting outdoors, 
because the light is very even. If your photo has to be taken indoors, try to 
find a spot that is lit with natural lighting (from a window). 



A neutral background, casual pose, and even lighting make for a great 
image. (Photos shot on iPhone 5S.) 
Stand out! 

Wear clothing that contrasts with your chosen background — no one wants 
to blend in with a grey wall! To look natural, wear the kind of outfit that you 
would normally wear to work. Dressing up in a tux is not necessary. 

Pick a style and stick to it 

Brand consistency is important — and the same is true for your head shots. 
Pick a style and stick to it! Don’t worry, this doesn’t mean making everyone 
stand in the exact same pose wearing the exact same thing, unless maybe 
your small business is a summer camp. Making little things consistent is 
important, such as using the same (or similar type of) background and 

https://youtu.be/d6QE0d1scVk?t=10s


shooting everyone at the same time of day (to match lighting). By doing 
this, you ensure each of your team members’ images look like they came 
from the same place. 

Style: the first two images have a similar background and a similar pose. 
The third one leaves a lot to be desired… 

VOGUE. (Just kidding — strike a casual pose.) 

Try and stand in a way that is relaxed, with your body angled slightly away 
from the camera. Fold your arms, have your hands on your hips, or put 
your hands in your pockets — whatever feels most natural. Remember to 
keep your shoulders back and your chin up. 

Hold your phone steady 

Make sure the photographer keeps the phone as still as they can by using 
both hands, and keeping their elbows tucked into their sides for support. 
(Breath normally — don’t let the pressure of being a photographer cause 
you to hyperventilate.) 



Use HDR mode 

HDR is a mode of shooting that combines several exposures to create a 
single picture with more detail and a greater range of tones and colors. If 
your phone’s camera has it available, please use it. 

Using the autofocus and HDR features help you achieve a better image. 
Lock the auto-focus 

Tap (or hold, depending on your phone) the screen where you want the 
camera to focus — the face — to lock the focus and keep the image sharp. 

Give your head some space 

Remember to leave space around your head and shoulders — the image 
can always be cropped tighter later if necessary. Don’t worry about 
including the lower torso and legs — this is a headshot, after all! 



Don’t use digital zoom 

Digital zoom lowers the resolution (and therefore quality) of an image. Have 
the person taking your photo step closer to you instead. 

Shoot away! 

The beauty of digital cameras (including phone cameras) is that you can 
take as many pictures as you want until you get the right one. Don’t be 
afraid to take a few — you can always delete (or meme) the ones that don’t 
work out! 

There's no such thing as too many photos! (Photos shot on iPhone 5S.) 
That’s all there is to it! We wish you the best of luck with your DIY head 
shots. When you’re ready to get some professional portraits taken, get in 
touch — we can recommend some awesome photographers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kickpoint.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Jen-Memery.png
https://kickpoint.ca/contact/
https://kickpoint.ca/contact/


Week Five 

Nov. 9 -12 

Topic / Activities Homework Date 
Due 

Monday, Nov. 9 Layouts I will assign you your choice of layouts via Bloomz. I 
have pictures uploaded and sorted. Your job today is 
to think about the pictures you would like to use. 
Remember, you need a dominant element (the very 
best one) and work around that. 

Tues., 
Nov. 
10 

Tuesday, Nov. 
10 

Layouts  Begin your layout today.  Leave blank text boxes for 

copy and headlines. I realize you are going to need 

help with them. 

Thurs., 
Nov. 
12 

Wednesday, 
Nov. 11 

Layouts Continue working on layouts. Thurs., 
Nov. 
12 

Thursday, Nov. 
12 

Zoom Zoom meeting for questions and to look over your 
work. 

Thurs., 
Nov. 
12 

 

Week Four 

Nov. 2-5 

Topic / Activities Homework Date 
Due 

Monday, Nov. 2 Yearbook Layout Ideas I think we agree that one of our big goals for this 
year is to make our book both more creative and 
bolder. With that in mind, I would like you to Google 
5-7 yearbook layouts and take a screen shot of them. 
Upload them in a photo album on Treering. 

Wed., 
Nov. 4 

Tuesday, Nov. 3 Election Day 

 
Some of our seniors may have gotten to vote for 

the first time! Since the Presidential election 

happens only every four year, that is kind of a 

big deal.   
 

For your assignment today, write a short paragraph 

with your thoughts about the election. Since it won’t 

Thurs., 
Nov. 5 



be due until Thursday, you can include election night 

results. Will you watch the coverage with your 

family?  

Wednesday, 
Nov. 4 

Layouts I have two spreads I want us to work on. You can 
look at the ideas found on Monday. The first one is 
Halloween; the second is first days. Choose one and 
experiment with it. Don’t forget to leave space for 
headings and captions! 

Thurs., 
Nov. 5 

Thursday, Nov. 
5 

Zoom We will work on the layouts via Treering and Zoom. Thurs., 
Nov. 5 

 

 

Week Three 

Oct. 26-30 

Topic / Activities Homework Date 
Due 

Monday, Oct. 
26 

The Yearbook Ladder Read the Treering blog entitled “Why You Need a 
Yearbook Ladder”. Pay attention to the tips at the 
end of the article. 

Oct. 
26 

Tuesday, Oct. 
27 

Timeline Article 
I like this idea from Treering. Read the article 

and let’s see what we can do with it when we 

Zoom on Thursday. It’s titled “Pandemic 

Yearbook Idea: Create a Timeline of the Year's 

Changes.” 

Oct. 
27 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 28 

Fall Pics due today!!! Submit 5 in your folder on Treering Oct. 
28 

Thursday, Oct. 
29 

Zoom We will work on a ladder (at least a few pages and 
discuss the timeline idea). I also want to critique 
your fall pictures! 

Oct. 
29 

 

 

 



 

Week Two 

Oct. 19-23 

Topic / Activities Homework Date 
Due 

Monday, Oct. 
19 

Theme Read the “5 Tips to Help You Find Your Yearbook 
Theme” from Treering. I will post this as a Word 
document on Bloomz. From the Word document, 
highlight ideas you find interesting. Some you will 
say no way to! Be prepared to discuss them on 
Thursday when we Zoom. 

Oct. 
16 

Tuesday, Oct. 
20 

Theme  “Yearbook Theme Ideas for 2021: The Year Like No 
Other” also deals with theme ideas revolving around 
the pandemic. Do the same thing. If you think of 
other ideas, we can also discuss those on Thursday. 
In reality, we won’t decide on a theme yet, but now 
is a good time to be thinking about it! 

Oct. 
17 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 21 

Photography We have not shot any pictures in a while; let’s take 
some fall pics. Submit 5 in your folder on Treering. 
Ideas: trees turning color, pumpkins, harvest, etc. 
Try for at least one close up. You have a week for 
this assignment, so have some fun with it. 
Remember that “golden hour” for best lighting! 

Oct. 
28 

Thursday, Oct. 
22 

Zoom Theme Discussion: Come ready to discuss the two 
articles on themes! 

Oct. 
22 

Theme. A yearbook theme is an idea or concept that’s used to tie together the 
various sections and stories found throughout the yearbook.  

 

 

 

 



 

Week One 

Oct. 12-16 

Topic / Activities Homework Date 
Due 

Monday, Oct. 
12 

Active vs. Passive 
Voice 

Read the article which follows from Flocabulary.  
This is one of my favorite all-time sites. If you learn 
best by music, you would enjoy some of the science 
and history videos/songs from this site. 

Tues., 
Oct. 
13 

Tuesday, Oct. 
13 

Active vs. Passive 
Voice Twitter 
assignment 

Re-write the Twitter sentence in active voice. See 
step five. You can email them to me or post them on 
Bloom. 

Thurs., 
Oct. 
15 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 14 

Sophomore PSAT 
Testing 

  

Thursday, Oct. 
15 

Caption & Headline 
Writing 

We will Zoom this afternoon and work on captions 
and headlines. 

Oct. 
15 

 

 

 


