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Week One 

Oct. 19-23 

Topic / Activities Homework Date 
Due 

Monday, Oct. 
19 

Theme Read the “5 Tips to Help You Find Your Yearbook 
Theme” from Treering. I will post this as a Word 
document on Bloomz. From the Word document, 
highlight ideas you find interesting. Some you will 
say no way to! Be prepared to discuss them on 
Thursday when we Zoom. 

Oct. 
16 

Tuesday, Oct. 
20 

Theme  “Yearbook Theme Ideas for 2021: The Year Like No 
Other” also deals with theme ideas revolving around 
the pandemic. Do the same thing. If you think of 
other ideas, we can also discuss those on Thursday. 
In reality, we won’t decide on a theme yet, but now 
is a good time to be thinking about it! 

Oct. 
17 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 21 

Photography We have not shot any pictures in a while; let’s take 
some fall pics. Submit 5 in your folder on Treering. 
Ideas: trees turning color, pumpkins, harvest, etc. 
Try for at least one close up. You have a week for 
this assignment, so have some fun with it. 
Remember that “golden hour” for best lighting! 

Oct. 
28 

Thursday, Oct. 
22 

Zoom Theme Discussion: Come ready to discuss the two 
articles on themes! 

Oct. 
22 

Theme. A yearbook theme is an idea or concept that’s used to tie together the 
various sections and stories found throughout the yearbook.  



5 Tips to Help You Find Your Yearbook Theme 

https://blog.treering.com/5-tips-help-find-yearbook-theme/ 

 

Whether you’re scrambling at the end of the year, or trying to decide at the 

beginning of the year, coming up with a yearbook theme is tough. How do you 

come up with the title of a book that hasn’t been written? You can play it safe and 

gather everyone’s feedback to eventually land on a yearbook theme that 

everyone hates the least, or you can choose for the group, and face criticism–but 

no help–for your idea. Let’s be real, neither option sounds fun. 

I interviewed different yearbook editors to try and gather some advice to help you 

get started. Here are 5 questions to ask yourself, and 5 thought-provoking theme 

ideas to inspire creativity.  



Why Should You Run a Yearbook Cover Contest? 

Academic goals are of course the primary focus at school, but consider asking 

the students to layout SMART (specific, measurable, action, reasonable, time) 

goals at the beginning of the year. Come the end of the year they can go through 

a self evaluation that will lend itself nicely to the story of your yearbook. Goals 

could be long or short term. I remember having goals to read a certain number of 

books throughout the school year as well as trying to make it through a day 

without doodling on my hands/arms/legs. 

What’s popular with your students this year?  

From movies to music, snacks to snapchat, pop-culture can be a great way to get 

some inspiration for your theme. The benefit to using a theme centered on pop 

culture is it adds an extra layer of nostalgia beyond your photo and story 

memories. The down-side, well as a child of the ‘80’s I can honestly say the 

photo of me with 5 foot tall bangs and fanny pack was embarrassing enough, not 

sure I need to be reminded of the countless hours lost to New Kids and Nintendo. 

How are your students different from others?  

This might seem like a difficult question, but ask your students. They will typically 

know what makes their school “better” than the rival neighboring school. Growing 

up most of my classmates lived on a lake, because of this we were all about the 

water sports. We knew how to waterski off the dock, build pyramids, and 

wakeboard. We would have loved to see this represented in the theme of our 

yearbook, as it was unique to our school. You don’t need to limit yourself by the 

schools colors, the yearbook should tell the story of one moment in time and 

school colors are not unique to one year. 

What issues are student’s passionate about?  

Pop culture changes year-over-year and with that children become passionate 

about different issues facing the world today. Similar to Michael Jackson and 



Free Willy raising awareness on preserving and protecting the ocean and its 

inhabitants, today children are talking about climate change and fact checking. 

Lucky for them they will never understand the frustrations of the card catalog now 

that Alexa can answer just about all their questions. Consider what issues 

students are talking about in class and how they are learning to make a positive 

impact in our future. 

Who are your student’s role models?  

You might be surprised; kids today are #woke. Gone are the days where Micheal 

Jordan and Madonna served as the role models of youth. Kids today are looking 

up to people like Elon Musk and Ruth Bader Ginsberg. They are not just aware of 

what’s happening in the world, but they are choosing their role models wisely. 

Now that you’ve asked yourself a few questions, I thought I’d share some brand 

new themes that might get you on the road to something truly unique for your 

yearbook. Below are 5 fresh themes for you to consider for your tribe. 

Fingerpaint 

 



This theme captures the spirit of imagination, similar to Harold and his purple 

crayon, each student has the ability to draw whatever they might need, leaving 

their unique handprints behind as a reminder of what they have achieved.   

STEM 

 

Early learning experiences in Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) are critical in preparing elementary school students for 

STEM learning in middle and high school, as well as for future careers in STEM-

related fields. This theme talks to more than just the tech culture our children live 

in, but how schools are more focused now than ever in bringing STEM to the 

forefront of learning. 

 

 

 

 



J[our]ney 

 

With multiple different color options, this is a classic, bold, choice for a yearbook 

tribe wanting to add some graphic texture to their book.  It’s sentimental in 

begging the question, “What does the school care about for the year?” There are 

many ways to play with this theme. Consider some wordplay:  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Yearbook Theme Ideas for 2021: 

The Year Like No Other 

https://blog.treering.com/yearbook-theme-ideas-2021/ 

 

Finding ideas for a yearbook theme can be rough but for 2021, it might be easier 

given this pandemic. Finally, something that’s easier than it has been in the past. 

It’s safe to say that the pandemic will be a part of your school year whether 

you’re distance learning, back in class (6 feet apart), or studying in some sort of 

hybrid model. Why not embrace these strange times we are living in, and let 

them inspire your yearbook theme. 

To help get your creative juices flowing, we’ve gathered a list of possible theme 

ideas, pulled out a couple examples of some themes in action, and created a few 

surveys to help get your school collaborating on what this year’s theme should 

be. 

 

https://blog.treering.com/5-tips-help-find-yearbook-theme/
https://treering.com/Yearbook-Themes-Guide/
https://treering.com/Yearbook-Themes-Guide/
https://blog.treering.com/tips-sourcing-yearbook-photos-when-distance-learning/


Stronger Together as a Yearbook Theme 

 

We love the yearbook theme Stronger Together for two reasons. First, it 

represents inclusivity and making all people feel valued. It speaks to creating an 

environment where everyone has the same great opportunities to make an 

impact. Another reason we love this theme is that incorporates the idea that in 

order for us to get through this year/pandemic we are all going to need to work 

together to become stronger than we were before. It’s a positive message that 

could help set the tone for the school year ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://insight.kellogg.northwestern.edu/article/how-to-make-inclusivity-more-than-just-an-office-buzzword


Virtually Together as a Yearbook Theme 

 

For the schools that are distance learning this year, it would be fun to 

commemorate this and what it looked like in the theme of your yearbook. You 

can use video conferencing frames for some of your photos and add images of 

headphones and earbuds. This will not only capture the year, but it will capture 

what technology looked like during the 20-21 school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



virUS as a Yearbook Theme 

 

 

Washing our hands, wearing masks, using copious amounts of hand sanitizer, all 

these things will no doubt be used throughout the school year. Hopefully, hand 

washing becomes a habit that sticks. Why not build a theme around this. It’s 

more direct than some of the others but will be a large part of what’s 

remembered for the 20-21 school year. 

 

 

 

 

 



Strange Times as a Yearbook Theme 

 

If you wanted to be a bit sillier, you could consider a theme like Strange Times. 

Between the pandemic, hurricanes, fires, and unique school experiences these 

are certainly strange times, but why we really love this 2021 yearbook theme is 

because it incorporates pop culture and plays on the popular TV show, Stranger 

Things. You could even create your school’s own “upside down.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stranger_Things
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stranger_Things


20 Yearbook Theme Ideas for 2021 

Still looking for more ideas, below are 20 themes for this year that are unique to 

our current environment, and ready for you to steal and make your own! 

1. Distance Unites Us 

2. A Year Like No Other 

3. Flattening the Curve 

4. Unmasked 

5. StayHome. StaySmart. 

6. What’s Next 

7. Still Connected 

8. Virtually Together 

9. Acknowledge. Adjust. Applaud. 

10. Together Apart 

11. Alone Together, Closer Than Ever 

12. History in the Making 

13. New Normal 

14. Expect the Unexpected 

15. Pajama Days 

16. Reframing Our Story 

17. The School Has Left the Building 

18. 6 Feet of Separation 

19. [School Name] Bubble 

20. [Mascot] Quartan-team 

 

 

 

https://treering.com/Yearbook-Themes-Guide/

