
WORLD HISTORY WEEK FIVE GUIDE 

Overview of Week 

This is the last week we will be looking at Europeans exploration and expansion.  This week we 

will be looking at the Americas before and after Europeans.  The Americas had a vast culture 

with many different tribes.  They had not all come together due to one religion like Europe or 

colonies throughout the Middle East or Africa.  The Americas had their own thriving cities when 

Europeans came to colonize.  Europeans were drawn to the amount of gold and silver the 

Americas tribe had, while the Aztec believed the Spanish to be gods.  This created a long history 

of oppression and violence.  

Day One (9/8) 

Those who came to the Americas are believed to have gotten here from Beringia, land bridge, 

or possibly boat.  Americans coming from a variety of places created a diverse culture that 

continued to stay separate.   

• Read: People and Empires of Americas, Day One 

Day Two (9/9) 

The Americas tribes had similar religious beliefs; however, they were not the exact same.  They 

remained separate, but a few tribes grew larger than others.  Their evolution throughout time 

is similar to European and other countries.  

• Read: People and Empires of Americas, Day Two 

• Assignment: Native Americans 

Day Three (9/10) 

Europeans in the Americas is similar to Europeans exploration of Africa.  Europeans wanted to 

colonize and had very different beliefs and views than natives.  Americans believed no one had 

the right to own land and religious beliefs that were and are both very different than European 

belief.  This created a lot of tension and violence between the groups; however, European 

disease was new to natives causing many to die.  

• Read: Europeans in the Americas 

• Assignment: The Americas: Before and After 

Vocabulary: This list of vocabulary is not an assignment. It is just vocabulary that is important 

this week. 

Mesoamerica Maya Aztec 

Quetzalcoatl Montezuma II Inca 

Mita Conquistadors Colonies 

 

 



Turn-in Format 

All assignments are due at the end of the week.  This means you can turn all assignments in at 

once or you can turn them in as you go.  You can a document to me through email or Bloomz or 

send a picture through text, email, or Bloomz.  You do not have to print the packet out and fill 

in the holes.  You can just type up a document or write out your answers. YOU HAVE TO 

NUMBER YOUR ASSIGNMENTS TO MATCH THE QUESTION AND WRITE THE NAME OF THE 

ASSIGNMENT AT THE TOP. This information will help me match your answers to the 

assignment.  Be careful when you turn things in too.  DOUBLE CHECK to make sure you are 

sending all of your work especially if you submitting by a photo.  

Note About Assignments 

If the assignment has a specific format, please follow it.  I will put a description above the 

assignments.  This description will tell you how many sentences you should use to answer the 

question or discuss how to complete the assignment.  Examples would be telling you to match 

terms with definition or define vocabulary. 
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Answer each question in 2-6 sentences. 

1. Lesson 1 Assessment; “Evaluate: Why do you think early Americans, isolated from the rest of 

the world, developed in ways similar to other early humans?” (pg. 489) 

2. How was Mayan culture similar to European? 

3. How was Aztec culture similar to European? 
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4. What did the Spanish adopt from the Inca?  

5. Do you think the Inca’s unification method is similar to Americans Americanization method 

on Native Americans?  

6. Module 13 Assessment; “Why were Native American societies in North America so diverse?” 

(pg. 534) 
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Answer each question in 2-6 sentences. 

1. Reading Check; “Summarize: What factors enabled the Spanish to defeat the Aztecs?” (pg. 

634) 

2. When the Spanish began their conquest of America, they used methods they had used 

before to take back Spain.  Why did that method create opposition from the natives?  

3. Reading Check; “Why did the issues of land and religion cause strife between Native 

Americans and settlers?” (pg. 650) 
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4. Lesson 5 Assessment; “Analyze Effects: What were some effects of European colonization of 

North America for Native Americans?” (pg. 650) 

5. Lesson 5 Assessment; “Contrast: What was a basic difference between French and English 

attitudes about the land they acquired in North America?” (pg. 650) 

6. Lesson 2 Assessment; “Develop Historical Perspective: Imagine you have been called upon to 

negotiate between the New England colonists and Native Americans. What would you tell each 

side about the other to help them overcome their misunderstanding?” (pg. 69) 
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