
WORLD HISTORY WEEK FOUR GUIDE 

Overview of Week 

This week we are following the same format as last week.  You will look at societies before and 

after Europeans exploration and expansion into those areas.  This week you will look at Africa.  

Africa was already made up of some smaller communities and large empires when Europeans 

fighting over its colonization continued to break up the country.  Europeans wanted Africa due 

to its trade route capabilities and their belief they were better than everyone else.  Europeans 

found Africans to be “savages” who were uneducated and lacked the proper etiquette and 

sophistication that Europeans possessed.  

Day One (8/31) 

You will be reading about societies and empires in Africa before European exploration.  You will 

see how Africa has many societies with some still nomadic to this day and others turned into 

large empires.  

 Read: Societies and Empires of Africa, Day One 

Day Two (9/1) 

This is a continuation of the reading from yesterday.  

 Read: Societies and Empires of Africa, Day Two 

 Assignment: Africa 

Day Three (9/2) 

Today, you will have a fun school wide activity. 

 Assignment: Spirit Day 

o https://www.floydbroncos.com/index.php?pageID=288784_2 

Day Four (9/3) 

This reading deals with Europeans exploration of Africa.  Europeans wanting to colonize Africa 

stemmed from a desire to control trade.  European countries want a direct route to India and 

found Africa to be an area where trade was abundant.  European countries also wanted control 

of the Red Sea giving them a direct route and more control over trade.  

 Read: Europeans in America 

 Assignment: Africa After Europeans 

Vocabulary: This list of vocabulary is not an assignment. It is just vocabulary that is important 

this week. 

Africa Zimbabwe Christianity 

Muslim Ghana Trade 

Europeans Africans Middle Passage 

https://www.floydbroncos.com/index.php?pageID=288784_2


Turn-in Format 

All assignments are due at the end of the week.  This means you can turn all assignments in at 
once or you can turn them in as you go.  You can a document to me through email or Bloomz or 
send a picture through text, email, or Bloomz.  You do not have to print the packet out and fill 
in the holes.  You can just type up a document or write out your answers. YOU HAVE TO 
NUMBER YOUR ASSIGNMENTS TO MATCH THE QUESTION AND WRITE THE NAME OF THE 
ASSIGNMENT AT THE TOP. This information will help me match your answers to the 
assignment.  Be careful when you turn things in too.  DOUBLE CHECK to make sure you are 
sending all of your work especially if you submitting by a photo.  

Note About Assignments 

If the assignment has a specific format, please follow it.  I will put a description above the 
assignments.  This description will tell you how many sentences you should use to answer the 
question or discuss how to complete the assignment.  Examples would be telling you to match 
terms with definition or define vocabulary. 
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Answer each question in 2-5 sentences.  

1. How did geographic features affect the settlement of Africa? 

2. How successful was Ghana before European settlers ever arrived?  

3. Why was the location of Great Zimbabwe advantageous to Africa societies? 
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4.Answer the 2 Interpret Maps Questions
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Africa Assignment  



 

MS/HS Spirit Day 

Wednesday, September 2, 2020 

Assignment:  Watch the following tutorial video (click on the link below) and then record 
yourself performing 12 seconds of the activity.  Send the video to one of your teachers for a 
participation grade worth 100 points.  If you are unable to record yourself performing the 
dance, then show-up to the HS Office parking lot and your Principal will view your dance.  This 
grade will count for every class you have on Wednesday except HS Math.  HS Math will 
continue as normally, so login and complete your assignments. 

Enjoy this fun activity and celebrate being a Floyd Bronco.  

 https://www.floydbroncos.com/index.php?pageID=288784_2  
 Have fun 
 Be creative – record with school appropriate music and costume (optional) 
 Show your skills 
 Learn something new 
 If you submit a 12-second video of yourself performing the dance you will get full credit 

---it does not matter if your teachers can dance better than you can, you still get full 

credit.  

We cannot wait to resume school “normally”.  We miss you and we hope you enjoy this fun 
activity. 
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https://www.floydbroncos.com/index.php?pageID=288784_2
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Europeans in Africa 



Grade 8 - Term 3: The Scramble for Africa: late 19th century 

During the nineteenth century barely a year went by without a European expedition into Africa. 

The boom in exploration was triggered to a great extent by the creation of the African 

Association by wealthy Englishmen in 1788, and as they travelled, they started to record details 

of markets, goods, and resources for the wealthy philanthropists who financed their trips. With 

the beginning of colonisation in Africa, morality became an increasing issue. The Europeans 

could not comprehend the existence of the Muslim Swahili trade which made them want to 

implement the Three C’s: Christianity, Commerce, and Civilisation. First, Europe experienced a 

Christian revival in the 19th century. 

Missions were established all over Africa. Missionaries did not serve as direct agents of 

European imperialism, yet they drew European governments deeper into Africa. In their efforts 

to preach Christianity, to bring western-style education to Africa and to ingrain monogamy in 

African societies, missionaries often felt threatened by warfare within Africa. Hence, 

missionaries called on European governments for protection and intervention. Second, for 

centuries, European explorers have travelled throughout the African continent in their attempts 

to discover new things and to chart the African continent. 

Trade would be well instantiated; the work of the Suez Canal Company at the north-eastern tip 

of Africa had been completed in 1869. Lastly, Livingstone believed that civilisation could be 

achieved through good government and education 

Results of colonization 

The impact that colonisation had on Africa can be described as both good and bad. In terms of 

European political practice in Africa, all colonising countries share similar attributes. Colonial 

political systems were un-democratic; Law and Order, as well as Peace, was a primary objective 

of colonial governments; Colonial governments lacked capacity and Colonial governments 

practiced "divide and rule." Firstly, colonial governments did not allow popular participation, 

and all political decisions were made by the small political elite with no or little input from the 

African population. Secondly, the African population was not satisfied with the way that 

Europeans imposed on their governing system without any proper representation, thus the 

maintenance of peace under the African population was made an important priority for the 

colonial government. Thirdly, seeing as most colonial governments were not rich, they did not 

fund the governing of their colonies fully. Although they were responsible for raising the money 

for their own colonies, they still lacked the income to properly develop and maintain a 

successful governing system. This meant that colonial governments were not able to provide 

basic infrastructure, such as roads and communication networks, nor were they able to provide 

basic social services such as education, health care, and housing. Lastly, the principle of “divide 

and rule” meant that policies that intentionally weakened indigenous power networks and 

institutions were implemented. 
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Due to the lack of revenue within the colonies, little attention was given to promoting social 

change or development. Although all the colonies did not experience the same extent of social 

change, these colonies share the same characteristics in terms of social change. Firstly, colonial 

and political practices caused a large scale movement of people. In some areas, migrations 

were primarily from one rural area to another. In other places, the migration was from rural 

areas to urban areas. These movements resulted in dislocation of peoples that impacted society 

and culture. Social and cultural beliefs and practices were challenged by these migrations. Long-

held practices had to be adapted, and at times were completed abandoned, to fit the new 

colonial circumstances. Secondly, and partly due to the first consequence, the dislocation of 

families also occurred. Men mainly left the household to work in mines and on plantations, 

leaving their wives and children behind. As a result, women and adolescents were forced to 

take on new roles and to cope in absence of their husbands and fathers. Due to colonialism, the 

African family structure had been severely changed. 

Prior to colonialism, the extended family structure (family that extends beyond the immediate 

family) was the norm in most African societies, but by the end of colonial era, the nuclear family 

(family consisting of a pair of adults/ parents and their children) was becoming the norm in 

many African countries. Thirdly, urbanization emerged as colonization was imposed. During 

colonialism, urbanization occurred fairly rapidly in many African colonies. A number of pre-

colonial African societies had towns and small cities. However, even in these societies, most 

people were engaged in agriculture in rural villages or homesteads. Urban living resulted in 

changes in economic activities and occupation, and in changes in the way people lived. These 

changes often challenged existing values, beliefs, and social practices. Fourthly, the religious 

beliefs of Africans were adapted or changed. A small percentage of the African population 

regarded themselves as Christians, and today more than half of the African population is 

Christians. Colonial rule provided an environment in which Christianity, in many forms, spread 

in many parts of Africa. While Islam was widespread in Africa prior to the coming of colonialism, 

it also benefited from colonialism. British and French colonial officials actively discouraged 

Christian mission work in Muslim areas. 

Lastly, the public education system of African was also changed. The majority of colonial 

governments did little to support schools. Most formal schooling African colonies were a result 

of the work of missionaries. Missionaries felt that education and schools were essential to their 

mission. Their primary concern was the conversion of people to Christianity. Missionaries 

believed that the ability of African peoples to read the Bible in their own language was 

important to the conversion process. However, most mission societies were not wealthy, and 

they could not support the number of schools that they really wanted. Consequently, with 

limited government support, most African children did not go to school during the colonial era. 

In fact at the end of colonial rule, no colony could state that more than half of their children 

finished elementary school, and far fewer attended secondary school. 
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Answer each question in 2-5 sentences.  

1. How did geographic features affect European exploration of Africa? 

2. How did European settlers affect Ghana’s success? 

3. Why was the location of Great Zimbabwe advantageous to European colonies? 

4. What do you think was the most important consequence of the slave trade in Africa? 

DAY FOUR (9/3) 

Africa After Europeans Assignment 


