
WORLD GEO. WEEK 2.1 GUIDE  

Overview of Week  

Week 2.1 simply means this is Week 1 of the 2nd 9-weeks.  This week you are staying in Canada.  

You will be learning a little bit about Canada’s views on the logging industry’s affect on its 

regions, as well as, how different views of regions has affected Canada’s natural resources.    

Day One (10/12)  

This reading discusses the facts and myths surrounding Canada’s logging industry.  People are 

worried they are taking away too much of the forest causing ecological affects; however, 

Canada believes they are doing it sustainably.  

• Read: Industries in Canada  

Day Two (10/13)  

This assignment is over yesterday’s reading, Industries in Canada.  

• Read: Industry Effects on a Region  

Day Three (10/14)  

The reading discusses Canada’s natural resources and how diverse groups see the regions they 

come from differently.  Different viewpoints of the region means that different groups want the 

resources to be used differently or not taken at all.  The assignment is over this reading.   

• Read: Canada’s Natural Resources  

• Assignment: Different Views  

Day Four (10/15)  

Today, you have another school wide assignment and just like before you have to turn this 

assignment into one of your teachers or the office.  

• Assignment: I AM DAY  
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Canada.ca > Natural Resources Canada > Our Natural Resources 

> Forests and forestry > Wildland fires, insects, and disturbances 

Deforestation in Canada: Key myths and 
facts 

 

At 0.02% of its forested area, deforestation in Canada is among the world’s lowest, yet 

many myths exist about the state of our forests. The reality is that Canada is a world 

leader in sustainable forest management. Canadian forests are healthy, productive 

and thriving. 

Deforestation is an important issue, since shrinking forest cover reduces biodiversity, 

affects soil and water quality, impacts wildlife habitat and influences climate change. 

The Canadian government carefully monitors and regularly publishes reports on 

deforestation. Our scientists combine satellite and aerial images with information 

about regional development, forest ecosystems, natural processes and local 

conditions to help monitor and manage the health of Canadian forests. 

Here are some key facts about Canada’s low levels of deforestation. 

Myth: Deforestation in Canada is increasing. 
Fact: Canada’s deforestation rate is among the 
lowest in the world. 
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The annual deforestation rate in Canada in 2010 was less than 0.02% of our forests 

and the rate has been declining for over 25 years. In 1990, 63,100 hectares were lost 

to deforestation and in 2014 this figure dropped to 34,200 hectares. 

Today, Canada’s 348 million hectares of forest lands represent about 9% of the world’s 

forest cover, but account for only 0.3% of global deforestation. 

Myth: Logging causes deforestation. Fact: 
Harvesting trees does not cause 
deforestation. 

Deforestation only occurs when forests are permanently removed so the land can be 

used for something else. Harvesting, forest fires and insect infestations do not 

constitute deforestation, since the affected areas will grow back. According to laws, 

regulations and policies in place across Canada, all areas harvested on public land 

must be reforested, either by replanting or through natural regeneration. About 94% 

of Canada’s forests are on public land. 

The conversion of forest to agricultural land is decreasing but it remains the largest 

contributor to deforestation in Canada. The small contribution the forest sector makes 

to deforestation is from building permanent logging access roads. Forest harvesting 

practices in Canada are tightly regulated to ensure long-term sustainability of this 

important natural resource. Learn more about forest management practices. 

Myth: Canada’s boreal forest is at risk. Fact: 
Canada responsibly manages our boreal forests 
to ensure they remain healthy 
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Almost three-quarters of Canada’s forests lie in the boreal zone. The 2.5 million 

Canadians who live in this region, including many Aboriginal peoples, rely heavily on 

the forests for economic stability. Recognizing the many values of the boreal forests, 

Canada works to balance conservation objectives with economic drivers such as 

agriculture and resource development. Deforestation in Canada’s boreal zone is low – 

just 0.3% in total between 1990 and 2008. Read more about Canada’s boreal forest. 

Myth: Canada has the world’s worst record 
when it comes to deforestation. 

Fact: Canada is a world leader in sustainable 
forest management. 

Canada has some of the most rigorous laws in the world for protecting forests and 

ensuring sustainable forest management. We are world leaders in scientific research 

that informs planning and management practices. Find out about Canadian forestry 

laws and policies. 

Media reports have equated forest cover loss from forest fires, harvesting and insects 

to deforestation, which is incorrect. The small amount of deforestation that occurs in 

Canada is primarily driven by resource development, economic growth and the need 

to build infrastructure. To manage these pressures, provincial governments are 

increasingly using integrated landscape management (ILM) to plan the land uses over 

a broad landscape and encourage different users to share infrastructure and minimize 

deforestation. 

Myth: Industrial activity, such as the 
development of the oil sands, has made 
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Canada the new global leader in deforestation. 

Fact: Canada has reduced deforestation over 
the past 20 years. 

Canada is fortunate to be rich in many natural resources, such as trees, water, oil and 

gas. While resource development and industrial activity have increased deforestation 

in localized regions, nationwide Canada has been able to consistently reduce 

deforestation over the past 20 years – a trend that is expected to continue. While oil 

sands development has increased in recent years, the area of land it occupies is very 

small relative to the size of Canada’s forests. In fact, the total area of mineable oil 

sands (i.e., including both developed and undeveloped areas) occupies 480,000 

hectares, while Canada has 348 million hectares of forests. 

The Canadian Forest Service of Natural Resources Canada is collaborating with the oil 

and gas sector to identify ways to reduce the amount and impact of development on 

forest ecosystems and to accelerate the reclamation of land disturbed by mining or oil 

and gas extraction. 

Myth: Canada must preserve our forests 
untouched or intact to keep them healthy. 
Fact: There is no such thing as untouched 
forest in Canada. 

A forest is a living community of organisms that naturally experiences constant 

change. Over time, forests experience many disturbances (including fire, insects, 

disease, drought, wind throw, floods and timber harvesting), yet trees continue to 

grow back naturally. In the forest, nothing is ever static. This is particularly true in the 
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boreal forest, which is ecologically adapted to renew itself through disturbances such 

as fire. Read more about natural disturbances. 

Although many forests are in remote areas, inaccessible to people, human activities 

such as harvesting do affect other forests. However, modern methods of harvesting 

trees are often intended to mimic natural disturbances and harvested areas are 

regrown. Canada’s managed forests will generally grow for 60 to 100 years between 

harvests, so most managed forest areas return to a natural state for considerable 

lengths of time. See how harvesting is done in boreal forests. 

Get more facts about Canada’s declining 
deforestation rate 

Canada’s forests are among the country’s most important resources and our 

governments work hard to manage them sustainably. Find out more about Canada’s 

low levels of deforestation. 
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True or False: State whether the statement is true of false.  

1._____ Canada has one of the highest deforestation rates in all of the world.   

2._____ Canada has one of the lowest deforestation rates in all of the world.   

3._____ Canada manages their forest sustainably.  

4._____ Canada’s logging industry is the source of their deforestation.   

5._____ Canada has forest that has been untouched.   

Short Response Question: Answer in 1-4 complete sentences.   

6. Canada has a large logging industry.  If Canada did not manage deforestation, how might that 

affect regions in Canada?  

7. How does deforestation affect NOT just the region but the animals that live in those regions?  
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Court victory for disputed Trans Mountain pipeline project 

 

 

Canada's Federal Court of Appeal has dismissed a challenge to a controversial pipeline 

expansion, a victory for the beleaguered project. 

The court says the federal government held "adequate and meaningful" consultations with 

indigenous peoples, as required by law. 

Some indigenous groups had gone to the appellate court to block construction of the Trans 

Mountain pipeline. 

The federal cabinet approved the project last summer. 

"While the parties challenging the cabinet's decision are fully entitled to oppose the project, 

reconciliation and the duty to consult do not provide them with a veto over projects such as this 

one," reads the court decision, released on Tuesday. 

Hom e New s Spor t Ree l Worklif e Trave l Futur e M 

4  February  2020 
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Federal Finance Minister Bill Morneau called the court decision "an important milestone". 

The indigenous groups behind the court challenge said on Tuesday they were disappointed but 

vowed to continue to fight the project. 

What is the Trans Mountain project? 

The Trans Mountain expansion project would triple the existing 67-year-old pipeline's capacity, 

increasing its capacity from 300,000 barrels per day to 890,000 per day from Alberta, the heart 

of Canada's oil industry, to Burnaby, British Columbia (BC). 

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says the project is in the national economic interests. 

His federal Liberals took the rare step in 2018 of buying the pipeline for C$4.5bn ($3.4bn; 

£2.6bn) from energy infrastructure giant Kinder Morgan in a bid to ensure the project's survival. 

The pipeline project has become a hot-button political issue for Mr Trudeau and has faced 

numerous legal and regulatory hurdles. 

Environmentalists, and some First Nations along the route, fiercely oppose Trans Mountain. 

The billion-dollar pipeline Canada can't build 

Canada’s 'Wexit' movement heats up 

Opponents are concerned about oil spills, climate change, and the threat the project poses to 

the killer whale population off the British Columbia coast. 

Supporters see it as a necessary boost for Canada's struggling energy sector - a project that will 

help fuel the economy for years to come. 

A lack of pipeline capacity in the landlocked province of Alberta has forced the provincial 

government to curtail production to reduce a glut in storage. 

A court decision in 2018 quashed earlier approval of the project, saying regulators failed to 

adequately consult First Nations representatives along the pipeline route and to fully account for 

the project's impact on the region's endangered killer whales. 

The decision launched a new round of consultations with indigenous communities, and the 

project was sent back for a second regulatory review. 

It received federal approval again after project conditions were amended. 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-51317384  
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Answer in 1-4 complete sentences.  

1. Why did the proposed Trans Mountain Project have to go back to court after being approved?  

2. Do you think it is important for Canada to consult the indigenous peoples?  

3. Why do you think some of the indigenous peoples are against the Trans Mountain Project?  

4. Why do you think the indigenous peoples and those proposing the Trans Mountain Project 

(Canada’s government) have different views about the project? Think: environmental effects  
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I AM DAY – October 15    

    

Write, text, or verbally communicate the affirmations listed below to a teacher or the office and 

receive a 100 in each of your classes*** (no other assignments today).  ***Remember, you still 

have work in HS Math & English.  Sorry    

    

 AFFIRMATIONS    

• I am brilliant    

• I am excellent    

• I am friendly    

• I am optimistic   

• I am confident   

• I am trustworthy    

• I am a leader    

• I am a good friend   

• I am capable    

• I am brave    

• I am dependable    

• I am unique    

• I am known    

• I am cared for    

• I am loved    

• I am intelligent    

• I am funny    

• I am consistent    

• I am responsible    

• I am calm    

• I am outstanding     

• I am loyal    

• I am loved by the staff at Floyd Schools   
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