
U.S. HISTORY WEEK 7 GUIDE 

Overview of Week 

This week we will be looking at what war was like on the home front and the ending of World 

War II.  You have two assignments this week, Life in U.S. and Atomic Bomb. 

Day One (2/15): NO SCHOOL 

Day Two (2/16) 

The reading is over what life was like in the United States during World War II.  During World 

War I, the United States manufacturing was booming to keep up with wartime supplies and 

demand.  World War II had a similar boom with many women working in factories due to men 

leaving their jobs to enlist.  

 Read: U.S. Home Front 

Day Three (2/17) 

Today, you have reading over the Japanese internment camps in the United States.  Due to 

Japan’s destruction at Pearl Harbor, Japanese Americans began to face discrimination as some 

Americans including the government were now suspicious of them.  This caused the U.S. 

government to round up Japanese American citizens and place them in internment camps so 

they were able to know where they were and they said it was to keep them safe too.  Your 

assignment is over both readings, U.S. Home front and War Driven Discrimination. 

 Read: War Driven Discrimination 

 Assignment: Life in U.S. 

Day Four (2/18) 

The reading will talk about World War II coming to an end.  The Allies might have ended the 

war against the Axis powers; however, Japan was still fighting.  The United States ended that 

fighting by dropping the Atomic Bomb which is what your assignment for today is over.  

 Read: WWII Comes to an End 

 Assignment: Atomic Bomb 

Contact Information 

Email: ctrudo@floydbroncos.com  

Phone: (575)799-6588 

School Phone: (575)-478-2211 ext. 1020 
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Caprock Chronicles - Japanese-Americans of Clovis resettled after Pearl Harbor 

By Dolores Mosser and Sammie Simpson For A-J Media 

Posted Apr 1, 2018 at 1:01 AM 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Caprock Chronicles is edited by Paul Carlson, professor emeritus at 

Texas Tech. This week’s essay, by South Plains historians Dolores Mosser and Sammie 

Simpson, reviews the internment of Japanese-American citizens living in Clovis, New Mexico, during 
World War II. 

The Japanese surprise attack on America’s air and naval forces at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii propelled 
the United States into World War II. 

The attack also initiated an unfortunate chapter in American History: governmental restrictions on 
American-born Japanese citizens and Japanese nationals who lived and worked in the United States. 

These events are thought to have happened far from the Llano Estacado, but in fact, World War II 
restrictions of Japanese-Americans played out only100 miles from Lubbock — in Clovis, New 
Mexico. 

Clovis was an important Santa Fe “railroad town.” After the town was founded in 1909, Santa Fe 
began to re-locate Japanese railroad workers and their families from Arizona and California. A small 
community of Japanese-American and Japanese nationals was housed in a one-story wooden 
building located east of the railroad round house. 

Apartments in the building surrounded an interior courtyard, where the residents grew vegetables. 
In turn, the produce, and trinkets from Japan, were sold to Clovis residents. 

Japanese children attended both public and private schools. Besides working as railroad laborers, 
the Japanese also found employment as janitors and messengers. 

By the 1930s, the Japanese laborers were promoted to highly skilled jobs as Santa Fe machinists. In 
1941, 35 Japanese, 15 adults and 17 children, lived in Clovis: the Kimura, Ebihara, Okazaki and Hatae 
families. 

John Cully tells the story of the Japanese of Clovis in “High Plains History” by John McAlavy and 
Harold Kilmer (1979). “The railroad valued the Japanese as dependable and loyal workers,” Cully 
stated. 

The war years were difficult times for the Japanese in America. They suffered from reprisals by 
angry Americans, citizen-review boards and placement in internment camps established in seven 
states. 

Hostilities against the Japanese in Clovis were real, and the Japanese-American citizens had little 
local protection — partly because the New Mexico National Guard, including young men from 
Eastern New Mexico, were sent to the Philippines to battle invading Japanese forces. 

 “On the afternoon of Pearl Harbor [December 7, 1941], wrote Cully, W.R. Harrison, the Mechanical 
Superintendent over the Clovis shops, rushed down from his office in Amarillo [because] the 
Japanese presented the Santa Fe with a difficult problem, for they worked in jobs of military 
significance.” 
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This division of the railroad, called the Belen Cutoff, was a major artery to the west coast. Therefore, 
special attention was given to ensure its security. Harrison was directed to oversee the relocation 
and the safety of the hard-working Japanese employees and their families. 

Japanese-Americans were well aware of their situation due to the war. Officials instructed them to 
stay in their homes. 

On Jan. 22, 1942, Everett Grantham, a former Clovis resident and the US 

Attorney for the Federal Judicial District of New Mexico, was briefed on the Clovis Japanese 
situation. He learned that the Alien Enemy Hearing Board ordered the removal of the former Santa 
Fe employees and their families to an undisclosed location. 

Grantham traveled to Clovis to implement the relocation. Upon his arrival, he was told how the 
Japanese were “menaced by the populace” and “very much in fear of their lives.” 

U.S. Border Patrol agents guarded the Japanese until midnight on Jan. 23 when they were moved to 
the Fort Stanton Military Reservation, near Lincoln, New Mexico. The day before, Richard Dick 
Masura Kimura was born, but his birth was not registered in Curry County. 

The Japanese of Clovis were settled in an abandoned Civilian Conservation Crops camp, known as 
Old Raton Ranch, ten miles from Fort Stanton. For the next year, the former Clovis residents lived on 
14 acres of land with several rundown buildings. 

Once again, they were resolute in their plight. They planted flowers and gardens for fresh food, but 
endured destitution and isolation. 

The Santa Fe Railroad placed the Japanese workers on “leave of absence,” but allowed them to 
correspond with Clovis officials. Cully wrote, “The Japanese displayed no bitterness over their fate, 
but they were worried and dismayed.” 

Their greatest concern was the education of the children. At first, children attended school in 
Capitan, but were removed due to local hostilities there. Amy Ebihara, who had attended Clovis 
High School, became the camp teacher. R.E. 

Marshall, her former high school principal, sent books to the new school. 

In December of 1942, the Clovis Japanese were removed from New Mexico to camps in Arizona and 
Utah. After the war, a few returned to Japan, but the remainder found jobs in Utah, Colorado, and 
Kansas. 

None of the Clovis Japanese-Americans returned to their former home on the 

High Plains, and apartment compound in which they had lived was demolished. 

Perhaps the one bright spot to the situation was that the Santa Fe Railroad’s Railroad Retirement 
Board awarded the Clovis Japanese-American machinists retirement annuities. 
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The Injustice of Japanese-American Internment Camps Resonates Strongly to This Day 

During WWII, 120,000 Japanese-Americans were forced into camps, a government action that still 
haunts victims and their descendants 

By T.A. Frail; Photographs by Paul Kitagaki Jr.; 
Historical Photographs by Dorothea Lange 
Smithsonian Magazine | Subscribe 
January/February 2017 

 6 211 256 

Jane Yanagi Diamond taught American History at a California high school, “but I couldn’t talk about 
the internment,” she says. “My voice would get all strange.” Born in Hayward, California, in 1939, 
she spent most of World War II interned with her family at a camp in Utah. 

Seventy-five years after the fact, the federal government’s incarceration of some 120,000 
Americans of Japanese descent during that war is seen as a shameful aberration in the U.S. victory 
over militarism and totalitarian regimes. Though President Ford issued a formal apology to the 
internees in 1976, saying their incarceration was a “setback to fundamental American principles,” 
and Congress authorized the payment of reparations in 1988, the episode remains, for many, a 
living memory. Now, with immigration-reform proposals targeting entire groups as suspect, it 
resonates as a painful historical lesson. 

The roundups began quietly within 48 hours after the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, on 
December 7, 1941. The announced purpose was to protect the West Coast. 

Significantly, the incarceration program got underway despite a warning; in January 1942, a naval 
intelligence officer in Los Angeles reported that JapaneseAmericans were being perceived as a 
threat almost entirely “because of the physical characteristics of the people.” Fewer than 3 percent 
of them might be inclined toward sabotage or spying, he wrote, and the Navy and the FBI already 
knew who most of those individuals were. Still, the government took the position summed up by 
John DeWitt, the Army general in command of the coast: “A Jap’s a Jap. They are a dangerous 
element, whether loyal or not.” 

That February, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, empowering DeWitt to 
issue orders emptying parts of California, Oregon, Washington and Arizona of issei—immigrants 
from Japan, who were precluded from U.S. citizenship by law—and nisei, their children, who were 
U.S. citizens by birth. Photographers for the War Relocation Authority were on hand as they were 
forced to leave their houses, shops, farms, fishing boats. For months they stayed at “assembly 
centers,” living in racetrack barns or on fairgrounds. Then they were shipped to ten “relocation 
centers,” primitive camps built in the remote landscapes of the interior West and Arkansas. The 
regime was penal: armed guards, barbed wire, roll call. Years later, internees would recollect the 
cold, the heat, the wind, the dust —and the isolation. 

There was no wholesale incarceration of U.S. residents who traced their ancestry to Germany or 
Italy, America’s other enemies. 
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The exclusion orders were rescinded in December 1944, after the tides of battle had turned in the 
Allies’ favor and just as the Supreme Court ruled that such orders were permissible in wartime 
(with three justices dissenting, bitterly). By then the Army was enlisting nisei soldiers to fight in 
Africa and Europe. After the war, President Harry Truman told the much-decorated, all-nisei 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team: “You fought not only the enemy, but you fought prejudice—and you 
have won.” 

If only: Japanese-Americans met waves of hostility as they tried to resume their former lives. Many 
found that their properties had been seized for nonpayment of taxes or otherwise appropriated. As 
they started over, they covered their sense of loss and betrayal with the Japanese phrase Shikata 
ga nai—It can’t be helped. It was decades before nisei parents could talk to their postwar children 
about the camps. 

Paul Kitagaki Jr., a photojournalist who is the son and grandson of internees, has been working 
through that reticence since 2005. At the National Archives in Washington, D.C., he has pored over 
more than 900 pictures taken by War Relocation Authority photographers and others—including 
one of his father’s family at a relocation center in Oakland, California, by one of his professional 
heroes, Dorothea Lange. From fragmentary captions he has identified more than 50 of the subjects 
and persuaded them and their descendants to sit for his camera in settings related to their 
internment. His pictures here, published for the first time, read as portraits of resilience. 

Jane Yanagi Diamond, now 77 and retired in Carmel, California, is living proof. “I think I’m able to 
talk better about it now,” she told Kitagaki. “I learned this as a kid—you just can’t keep yourself in 
gloom and doom and feel sorry for yourself. You’ve just got to get up and move along. I think that’s 
what the war taught me.” Subject interviews conducted by Paul Kitagaki Jr. 

 
Subscribe to Smithsonian magazine now for just $12 

This article is a selection from the January/February issue of Smithsonian magazine 
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About Paul Kitagaki Jr. 

Paul Kitagaki Jr. is a senior photographer at The Sacramento Bee. His work has won numerous 
awards, including a shared Pulitzer Prize in 1990. 

About T.A. Frail 

 Tom Frail is a senior editor for Smithsonian magazine. He previously worked as a senior editor for 
the Washington Post and for Philadelphia Newspapers Inc. 
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Answer each question in 1-4 sentences. Note: The page numbers are not there to help you find the 
answer. Those page numbers are the location of the questions.  

1. “How did the American response to the raid on Pearl Harbor differ from Japanese 

expectations?” (p. 520)  

2. “How did women and minorities contribute to the wartime work force?” (p. 528)  
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3. 



Answer ONLY questions 4-7 in 1-4 sentences. 

8. Two-Part Question: What was the purpose of the internment camps? Why do you think 

many of them were located in the west?  
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You are an advisor to President Truman and will need to prepare a report detailing how you 

intend to force Japan to surrender. 

 

The war in Europe ended three months ago, now all that remains to end America’s participation 

in the war is for Japan to admit they are defeated.  One way you could ‘persuade’ them to do this 

is to drop the newly developed atomic bomb on Japan.   

 

This has several advantages:  The Japanese army is still extremely strong with 5 million soldiers 

who will fight to the death (the Japanese believed that capture in battle was shameful) and this 

would cause the deaths of potentially millions of American soldiers.  You are sick of being at war 

and this will end it swiftly.  Also, if you invade Japan, there is a good chance that all the American 

and European Prisoners of War will be executed.  It is also likely that once Japan is invaded 

civilians will fight too, causing yet more military casualties.  Also, you believe that Russia will 

cause you serious problems after the war is over.  If you can demonstrate how strong your 

weapons are, Russia may be frightened enough to leave you alone. 

 

However, the detonation of the bomb will (you think) cause the death of 80,000 Japanese 

civilians and injure another 40,000.  Many will die instantly, evaporated in the heat, others will 

gradually get sick from the radiation and die months or years later.  Generations from now, 

children in Japan will be born with birth defects caused by the radiation poisoning of their 

ancestors.  You also are receiving some reports that the Japanese are already on the point of 

surrender, after you have successfully cut off their fuel supplies, they are no longer able to 

operate their tanks. 

 

TASK 

You must decide what course of action you will  

recommend.  If you do not drop the Atomic Bomb  

you must decide what other course of action you  

will take to defeat Japan quickly.  In 10 minutes  

there will be a press conference called so that you 

 can justify your actions to the worlds press.   

GOOD LUCK!  

DAY FOUR (2/18) 

Assignment: Atomic Bomb 

 
Turn in 5-10 sentences OR 

write your plan then a bulletin 

list of your justifications. 


